Sermon Notes: The Design of the Family Part 1

Text:

Proverbs 23:34-35 — 24 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, And he who begets a wise child will
delight in him. 25 Let your father and your mother be glad, And let her who bore you rejoice.

Colossians 3:18-20 — 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love
your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well
pleasing to the Lord.

Take Away: The foundation of the godly family is a godly marriage—a marriage that plays out the drama of
the gospel for the children to see. A husband who, like Christ, is the priest/king who lovingly lays down his life
for his wife in sacrificial headship. A wife who, like the church, lovingly lays down her life in sacrificial
submission to her husband. Their sacrificial love is rooted in not just love for each other, but loving obedience
to God and His good design.

I.  Checking our Presuppositions: (References: Colossians 3:12-17; Proverbs 17:25; 1 Corinthians
14:33; Genesis 1:16-18)

II. The Design and the Temptation: (References: Ephesians 5:1-4, 15-21, 24, Colossians 3:16, 1
Corinthians 11:7; Genesis 3:16)

III.  The Gospel and the Wife: (References: 1 Samuel 25:3, 25, 32-33, 37; 1 Peter 3:1; Proverbs 18:22)



Questions for the Table:

1. As Christians, why is it important (whether we are married or not) to lift our eyes to the design and
intentionality of the Christian life? How does our Lord’s Day service call us to lift our eyes in this way?

2. Why do fallen men hate the idea of God’s hierarchy? What two ditches, in general, do manmade sinful
hierarchies fall into?

3. Why does Paul go from describing the ideal of church life in Colossians 3:12-17 and then straight to
commands for the family?

4. How is the design of the wife primarily liturgical instead of primarily economical?

5. How is marriage a drama of the gospel? Why is viewing that drama important to the children who are
born into it?

6. How did the curse of Eve create an ongoing temptation for the wife in marriage?

7. How does Abigail handle her role as a wife to Nabal? Does she fall to the temptation of Eve?



