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Discovering Your SHAPE 
 

Session 2 : Spiritual Gifts – Manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

 

A manifestation of the Holy Spirit is a supernatural display of God’s power in and 

through believers that others can perceive using one or more of their physical 

senses, e.g. sight, hearing, touch and or smell. 

In 1 Corinthians 12:7 we see that the Holy Spirit manifests His power and presence 

in and through each believer involved in ministry for the common good.  However, 1 

Corinthians 12:11 reminds us that the nature and timing of the manifestation is 

according to the will of the Holy Spirit and not the desire of the believer.  Therefore, 

no believer can receive a manifestation of the Holy Spirit when they want it but only 

as and when the Holy Spirit desires to impart the gift to them.   

 

Types of Manifestations 

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 lists the ways in which the Holy Spirit manifests His Presence.  

The types and descriptions of the manifestations are listed in the table below: 

 

Manifestation Description 

Word of Wisdom A profound insight given to a person into how to address a 

particular situation.   

An example occurs in Acts 6:1-4 where the Sanhedrin could 

not stand up against the wisdom revealed in Stephen’s 

words.  

 

Word of 

Knowledge 

Information that God supernaturally reveals to a person 

about a situation.   

An example occurs in Acts 5:1-4 where the Holy Spirit 

reveals to Peter that Ananias and his wife Saphira 

knowingly withheld some of the proceeds of property sale 
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that they had promised to donate to the work of God.   

 

Faith A mysterious surge of confidence that God will act in a 

particular situation of need or challenge. 

An example occurs in Acts 13:9-11 where Paul declares 

that Elymas will be struck with blindness and it happens 

immediately. 

  

Healings The curing of illness and restoration of health apart from the 

use of natural or scientific means. 

An example occurs in Acts 3:6-8 where Peter miraculously 

heals the lame man at the temple gate.  

 

Miracles The performing of powerful acts that are perceived by 

others to have altered the ordinary course of nature. 

An example occurs in Acts 20:7-12 where Paul raises a 

young man who had just fallen to his death.    

 

Prophecy The receiving and communicating of an immediate and 

divinely anointed message of God to His people either for 

the present or the future.   

An example occurs in Acts 11:27-30 where a believer 

named Agabus predicts that there will be a severe famine 

all across the Roman empire which happened during the 

reign of Claudius in AD 41-54.   

 

Discerning of 

Spirits 

The supernatural ability to know with assurance whether 

behaviours are of Godly, human or satanic origin. 

An example occurs in Acts 16:16-18 where Paul discerns 

that the accurate but distracting words spoken by slave girl 

are from an evil spirit.  
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Speaking in 

Different Kind’s of 

Tongues 

The ability to receive and communicate an immediate 

message from God to His people through a divinely 

anointed utterance in a language never learned.  

An example occurs in Acts 2:4 where the disciples who had 

just been filled with the Holy Spirit start communicating 

God’s message in languages they had neither learnt nor 

spoken in the past.   

 

Interpretation of 

Tongues 

The ability to understand a message spoken in a divinely 

anointed utterance and communicate it to the person(s) for 

whom the message is intended. 

 

While this practice clearly did happen as Paul mentions it in 

1 Cor 10 we have no clear biblical examples communicated.  

The closest that we come to a Scriptural example of the 

interpretation of tongues would be those who heard the 

message in Acts 2 understanding what the disciples were 

saying in their language.  

 

 

Note: The manifestation of “Speaking In Different Kinds of Tongues” differs from the 

residential gift of praying in an spiritual language which is shared by Paul in 1 Cor 

14:14-15.   
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Group Exercise 

 

1.  Read through the descriptions of the manifestations of the Holy Spirit. 

2.  Discuss any experiences or questions you have around the manifestations of 

 the Holy Spirit.    

3. Share any current needs or desires that you would like to pray about.  

4.  Start the prayer time by inviting the Holy Spirit to manifest His presence 

 among you. 

5. Pray for one another. 

6.  Humbly share with each other anything that you feel the Holy Spirit is directing 

 you to say or do. 

7. Start discerning together by asking the other person if they felt that what was 

 shared or the action taken was from God. 

8.  Encourage the person who received the word or ministry to keep testing and 

 praying about what was said or given to them during the time of prayer. 

9.  If a supernatural healing, miracle or revelation occurred praise God and 

 encourage one another to share the testimony with others.  

 

 


