
GOING DEEPER- ACTS 5 (Part 1)

Read Acts 5:1-16

There was a culture of one heart and soul in the early church; no
one felt they owned what they had; they shared with others
readily; No one was in need; people sold their belongings and
brought it to the apostles. As a result the apostles testimony and
witness was powerful with grace upon the believers!

For Ananias and Sapphira, it was Satan filling their hearts which
led them to lie to the Holy Spirit about what they were giving to
the community. It was the lying to the Spirit that was the serious
sin, and they conspired to do this. Why such a divine judgement
was necessary is unclear. But the important thing we must avoid
is religious hypocrisy, and to be real and authentic. This incident
produced a godly fear and reverence amongst the believers.

Rather, we are to follow Barnabas example (Acts 4:36) in being
generous with what God has given us for the sake of those in
need in the Christian community.

Questions:

1. How have you encountered religious hypocrisy:
In others? In yourself?

2. How might reverence for God grow in your life and/or family?

Jesus, we need you Lord. Help us approach You with the
reverent attitude that is due to Your Great Name. Grant this to us
personally, and to us as a congregation. Amen.

GOING DEEPER- ACTS 5 (Part 2)

Read Acts 5:17-42

The apostles had all been arrested. But what a breakout!
The angel opened the prison doors, brought the apostles out
from prison and instructed them to stand in the temple courts and
proclaim this new life!

The Holy Spirit witnessed together with the apostles by being
manifestly given to those who obey Jesus (v32).

Gamaliel reminded the Sanhedrin that if these actions are of
man, it will pass, but if it’s of God, their opposition may in fact be
against God and they will not be able to stop it.
His persuasion stopped them from executing the apostles.

There were four different reactions of the religious opposition to
the apostles: jealousy (17), wonder (24), fear of people (26) and
fury (33). Sometimes others reactions to Jesus, Christianity or
the gospel can hold us back from sharing our hope in Jesus. Yet
we have a great example of Spirit-filled courage in the apostles.

Questions:

1. What kind of opposition to the gospel impacts you most
personally? Why?

2. How does this passage inspire you in your witness?

Lord help us to be filled with the Spirit and boldness in 2020. Let
this be the year we don’t hold back from sharing about Jesus and
what You have done with those around us. Make a way for us
Lord. Amen!


