
 

 

 
GOING DEEPER- ACTS 6 (Part 1) 

Read Acts 6:1-7 

The apostles dealt with the complaint about the unfair distribution 
of food for the Greek widows by delegating the responsibility to 
seven men whom they empowered the people to elect.  

The results of this decision were significant: 

1. All the widows needs were met; 

2. The seven were able to exercise new ministry using their gifts; 

3. The apostles were able to focus on prayer and preaching. 

 

We can learn from this situation that it’s important for us to firstly 
understand what our specific priorities are, and also to identify 
and encourage others to express their gifts for the needs of the 
community. 

 

Questions: 

1. What are the kingdom priorities God is giving to you in 
alignment with your gifts? 

2. Who are 1 or 2 others you can encourage about 
discovering/discerning their priorities and gifts? 

Pray that we as a church can discern our priorities and our 
gifts and connect them together.  

 

 

 
GOING DEEPER- ACTS 6 (Part 2) 

Read Acts 6:8-15 

Stephen had certain outstanding features in his life, he was:  
Full of faith, full of the Spirit, full of God’s grace; and full of power! 

But persecution soon came. False witnesses brought false claims 
against Stephen, accusing him of speaking against the temple, 
the law and Moses’ customs.  

To remain faithful in our witness we need the same qualities we 
see in Stephen: grace, courage and perseverance despite the 
challenges or opposition we might face in witnessing of Jesus.  

Living for God in the grace, power and gifts He gives to us is an 
exciting and nourishing thing, but it may come with a cost. Like 
Stephen, we too can face persecution and suffering for our faith. 
We might not understand why the persecution comes, but we can 
find in Jesus and the disciples, an example of how to respond.  

 

Questions: 

1. Which of the qualities seen in Stephen do you need to grow in 
your life? Ask the Holy Spirit to grow these in you. 

2.  Are you experiencing pressure or persecution because of your 
faith? Ask for God’s wisdom to know how to respond.  

Take a moment to pray for the persecuted church. 


