The Jesus Centered Life pt. 1
Ephesians 3:7-14

7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by
the working of his power. 8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 2 and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 19 so that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
12jn whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 13 So | ask you not
to lose heart over what | am suffering for you, which is your glory. - Ephesians 3:7-13 (ESV)

“This gospel” is summarized in Ephesians 2:8—-10

7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me
by the working of his power. 8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 2 and to bring to light
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things,

10 50 that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in
him. 13 So | ask you not to lose heart over what | am suffering for you, which is your glory. - Ephesians
3:7-13 (ESV)

The same power and grace that accomplishes our salvation accompanies our calling.

7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the
working of his power. 8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ® and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. 1! This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in
him. 13 So | ask you not to lose heart over what | am suffering for you, which is your glory. -
Ephesians 3:7-13 (ESV)

God’s plan for revealing his mystery to the world is the church.

The church is central to God’s plan for spreading the gospel

The church is central to the life of every Christian.

7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the
working of his power. 8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ® and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 1" This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in



whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 13So | ask you not to
lose heart over what | am suffering for you, which is your glory. - Ephesians 3:7-13 (ESV)

The church is central to the life of every Christian, because Christ is at the center of the
church.

The church is more than gathering to sing, pray, read, study, preach, and encourage; but it’s
not less than that.

The unified worship of the church is one of the most powerful demonstrations of God’s grace
and glory on earth.

The gathered church is a demonstration of God’s power when it’s true.

God’s power and glory are demonstrated in the church where Christ is at the center of the
people and their lives.

7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, which was given me by the
working of his power. 8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to
preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ® and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that through the church
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. 1! This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
2in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 13 So | ask
you not to lose heart over what | am suffering for you, which is your glory. - Ephesians 3:7-13 (ESV)

The bold and confident Christian life you want to live is grounded in humility and sacrifice.
Paul’s confidence was in Jesus, not himself.

1. Focus on spending time with God and praying about what’s going on in your life.

3. Prioritize the church and your relationship with your brothers and sisters.



