
God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According 
to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth; the dead will 
be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to 
Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and glorified 
bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord. 

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 
9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 
Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 
Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; 
Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 
20:1-22:13. 

The Doctrine of Last Things is also known as Eschatology.  

The Doctrine of Last Things, or Eschatology includes:  
General Eschatology:  
1. The return of Christ 
2. The resurrection of the dead 
3. The millennium 
4. The final judgment 
5. Heaven & Hell 
6. The renewal of everything created (also includes the removal of the curse of sin).  
7. The final state of all things. (This includes the New Heaven and the New Earth and the New 

City of Jerusalem.) 

Personal Eschatology:  
1. Death 
2. The immortality of the soul 
3. The intermediate state 
4. The resurrection of the body to life and/or death 

Under the Doctrine of Last Things Christians agree that:  
1. Jesus is coming back 
2. Jesus is coming back to judge the living and the dead 
3. Everyone will be resurrected when Christ returns. Some will be resurrected to life and others 

will be resurrected to death.  
4. There is a literal heaven and literal hell 
5. Everything created will be made new or renewed 
6. The soul is immortal 
7. The end of death for the believer 

Denying these truths is a denial of the gospel and no longer constitutes Christianity. 
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“In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, and in all things charity.” 

The debate surrounding the return of Christ and the millenium is over the “exact timing and 
nature of what is meant by the Millennium.” - Alan S. Bandy 

The three main views of eschatological thought are: Postmillennialism, Premilliennialism, 
and Amillennialism, 

Postmillennialism 
Description:  
The postmillennialist believes that the millennium is an era (not a literal thousand years) during 
which Christ will reign over the earth, not from a literal and earthly throne, but through the 
gradual increase of the Gospel and its power to change lives. After this gradual Christianization 
of the world, Christ will return and immediately usher the church into their eternal state after 
judging the wicked.  

“Postmillennialism expects that eventually the vast majority of men living will be saved.” This will 
lead to “a time in history prior to Christ’s return in which faith, righteousness, peace, and 
prosperity will prevail in the affairs of men and of nations.” - Peter Gentry 

Premillennialism 
Description:  
Premillennialism as, “the doctrine stating that after the Second Coming of Christ, [Christ] will 
reign for a thousand years over the earth before the final consummation of God’s redemptive 
purpose in the new heavens and the new earth of the Age to Come.” - George Ladd 

There are two premillennial systems:  
1. Historic premillennialism 

Historical premillennialists place the return of Christ just before the millennium and just after a 
time of great apostasy and tribulation. After the millennium, Satan will be loosed and Gog and 
Magog will rise against the kingdom of God; this will be immediately followed by the final 
judgment.  

At the second coming there will be a resurrection of believers and a public rapture.  

These resurrected believers reign with Christ, who will, “be physically present on the earth in his 
resurrected body, and will reign as King over the entire earth.” During this period, Satan is 
“bound and cast into the bottomless pit so that he will have no influence on the earth during the 
millennium.” After the millennium, Satan is released for a brief time, during which he leads 
astray a portion of the world’s population in rebellion to Christ. Christ destroys this rebellion, 
judges the world, then ushers in the eternal state. 

2. Dispensational premillennialism. 



Description:  
Dispensational premillennialists hold that Christ will come before a seven-year period of intense 
tribulation to take His church (living and dead) into heaven. After this period of fulfillment of 
divine wrath, He shall then return to rule from a holy city (i.e., the New Jerusalem) over the 
earthly nations for one thousand years. After these thousand years, Satan, who was bound up 
during Christ's earthly reign, will be loosed to deceive the nations, gather an army of the 
deceived, and take up to battle against the Lord. This battle will end in both the judgment of the 
wicked and Satan and the entrance into the eternal state of glory by the righteous.  

Amillennialism 

Description:  
The amillennialist believes that the Kingdom of God was inaugurated at Christ's resurrection 
(hence the term "inaugurated millennialism") at which point he gained victory over both Satan 
and the Curse. Christ is reigning right now at the right hand of the Father over His church. After 
this present age has ended, Christ will return and immediately usher the church into their 
eternal state after judging the wicked. 

According the Amillennialists, there will be no visible earthly expression of Christ’s reign over 
the world as a whole; the church will not make disciples of all those living on the earth at one 
time, nor will it gain a dominant or widespread influence throughout the world.  

At the end of the age there will emerge an intensified form of tribulation and apostasy as well as 
a personal antichrist.  

Christ’s return at the close of this period will synchronize with the general resurrection and 
general judgment of all men, believers and unbelievers alike, to be followed immediately by the 
eternal state (i.e., the new heavens and the new earth).  

The Amillennialists interpret the OT prophecies concerning the literal earthly kingdom as 
pointing toward the new heaven and the new earth. 


