
Who is He? 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about 
Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. 
That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on the level with 
the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make 
your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. 
You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his 
feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronising nonsense about his 
being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. . . . Now it 
seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, however 
strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is God.” 
(CS Lewis, Mere Christianity, 55-56) 

Therefore, if Jesus is not who He says He is, then He is either a liar or a lunatic. 

Jesus demonstrates His nature and His purpose through the way He enters Jerusalem.  

Zechariah 9:9–10 (ESV), “9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace 
to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.” 

The nature  and purpose of Christ is evident in the cleansing of the temple.  

Zechariah 14:21 (ESV) says, “21 And every pot in Jerusalem and Judah shall be holy to the Lord of 
hosts, so that all who sacrifice may come and take of them and boil the meat of the sacrifice in 
them. And there shall no longer be a trader in the house of the Lord of hosts on that day.” 

1. Jesus cleansed the temple to remove religious hypocrisy 

2. Jesus cleansed the temple to reach the nations 

Isaiah 56:6-7 (ESV) for you,  
6 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of 
the Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, and 
holds fast my covenant—7 These I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my 
house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” 

3. Jesus cleansed the temple to reveal who He is 



Who is He? 
1. Is He Lord, a liar, or a lunatic? 
2. Is He the one you worship or is He the means to what you truly desire? 


