
Worthy of All Worship 
Revelation 5 

This morning we are going to do two things…first we are going to look into Revelation 5 and see the 
One who is Worthy of all worship, then we are going to move into a presentation on Utah, which is a 
response to the implications of Revelation 5.  
 
— 
 
I think it’s a safe assumption that people are often searching for greatness. It starts young with kids  
when they dress up as a superhero, dashing around the house to save the day. This desire to be 
great takes on a more serious tone when the kids grow up. As adults they seek to make a name for 
themselves, to get a following, to earn a certain degree or obtain a high level job. 

Some actually succeed and achieve greatness — at least to a few and only for a season of time. 

So whether you are seeking greatness or trying to find it in others, there is one that that is true of 
both: that greatness is limited and temporary. 

When we come to Revelation 5, we get a very different picture of greatness. We see one who is 
Worthy of all worship because he is the greatest. His worthiness doesn’t change or waver, it doesn’t 
diminish, it can’t increase because it’s already at it’s fullest. What’s even more is that every one and 
every creature will one day acknowledge it in a unified voice.  
 
My hope this morning is that every one of us would leave Revelation 5 in a chorus of worship to the 
One who is worthy of it all, the one who is truly great. To begin with follow along as I read chapter 
5… 
 
(1) The longing for one who is worthy (2) The presence of One who is worthy (3) The worship of the 
one who is worthy 
 

1. The longing for One who is Worthy (1-4) 
 
Chapter 5 begins in the middle of a future heavenly throne room scene that began in chapter 4. 
It’s a scene of wonder and worship, as we see the One on the throne. This is God the Father, who 
is holy, almighty, everlasting, worthy, and creator of all. And as such, He receives unceasing 
worship, day and night.  

a. The throne and the scroll 
 
As we look at 5:1, we see that the One on the throne has a scroll in his right hand. This scroll 
is written on both sides. This was a common practice in ancient days, when a contract was 
written on a scroll they would often write a summary of it on the outside.  
 
This scroll also has seals on it. Seven seals representing its significant importance to the 
unfolding of God’s future plan. It’s likely that the scroll here in Revelation contains the plan of 
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redemption and future judgment. 

b. The cry of the angel and the cry of John  
 
In this place of constant worship of the One seated on the throne, John hears the mighty 
herald announce, (2) “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” As the sound of 
his voice rings out in heaven, on earth, and under the earth, none were able to open the scroll 
and break its seals. There was no great human figure, no great past prophet (not even 
Moses), no angelic being like Gabriel, not even the four living creatures and or any of the 24 
elders. No one was found worthy to respond to the cry of the angel. 
 
This shocking realization came over John with such an emotion tidal wave that he began to (4) 
weep “bitterly” as the NET translation puts it.  
 
Yet, think about where John is. He is in the heavenly throne room — the location of the four 
creatures and the 24 elders who are in constant worship of the One sitting on the throne. In 
this setting, we read of John’s tears, which are the only ones Scripture tells us of being in 
heaven. They seem as out of place as a rock concert at the tomb of the unknown soldier.  
 
John’s deep longing for someone who would be found worthy is not immediately answered. 
Yet, as he continues to share this heavenly vision we find the fulfillment of his longing in the 
Presence of One Who is Worthy. This too is the true longing of each of our hearts as well.  

2. The Presence of One Who Is Worthy (5-6) 
 
John’s weeping is confronted by the voice of one of the elders, “Weep no more.” Parents, as 
much as we may try to still the sobs and tears of a child with a simple “stop it!” we all know that 
the effect is much greater when we provide the reason for stopping. 
 
This is where the elder goes, (5) “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”  
 
Stop weeping and instead Behold the Lion! As John wipes the tears from his eyes and lifts his 
head to look where the elder is directing his focus, he does not see a Lion, but something entirely 
different. (6) “And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the 
seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”  
 
A Lion that looks like a slain Lamb? This is the One who is worthy? 

a. The Lion (5) 
 
The first image of Jesus as a Lion has it’s roots in the Old Testament in Genesis 49:9-10 
where Jacob blesses his sons. The One who is Worthy is prophesied about thousands of 
years before as the Lion of the tribe of Judah. He is also the root of David pointing back to 
Isaiah 11:10. In other words, this is the promised messiah, the Lion of Judah, the root of David.  
 
But that’s not what qualifies him to take the scroll and open it. He is the one who has 
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conquered! Seeing a lion conquer is a scene we can all imagine and one that would remind us 
of the power and the ferocity of this animal. Maybe you’ve seen a national geographic special 
about lions that has caused you to double check the doors at night. We must not forget that 
Jesus is this kind of lion. One that brings judgment to his enemies, one that will set all things 
right. The Jews were hoping for this kind of Messiah, but their timing was all wrong. First, he 
came to conquer in a different way. This lion conquered through death. And by so doing he 
is now worthy to take the scroll and open its seven seals and so fulfill the other side of His 
conquering, by bringing judgment.  
 
Jesus is the Lion and He is also the Lamb.  

b. The Lamb (6) 
 
The juxtaposition of these two descriptive terms for Jesus could not be a greater contrast. 
While the lion demonstrates great power, something that is fierce and strong. The lamb is a 
picture of gentleness and self-sacrifice. 
 
This lamb is located at the center of the throne room. It’s positioned in the right place to 
receive the same honors and worship as the One seated on the throne. 
 
Though we are familiar with the OT sacrificial system and the lambs that were offered for the 
sins of the people, the description of this Lamb puts our imagination to the test as we try to 
envision a lamb standing as though it had been slain. 
 
This lamb in the heavenly throne room has offered himself as the sacrifice for all people, and 
by his standing in heaven we are told that he is not dead, but alive, he is not defeated, 
but he is victorious.  
 
If He were just a Lion, we would cower in fear of Him and His power. If He were just a lamb, 
we would not be drawn to Him because He would appear weak and helpless. But when we 
see Him as the Lion-like Lamb, then we have every reason to draw near. Yes in fear, but also 
in great comfort. 
 
John’s longing for one who is worthy find’s it’s fulfillment in the presence of the Lion-like Lamb. 
It’s at this point that the ceremony in heaven kicks off and the response to this worthy One is 
given.   

3. The Worship of the One who is Worthy (7-14) 
 
It’s hard to put to words what this ceremony will look like. The presence of the Lamb alone 
brought great comfort and joy because he was worthy. Now he takes the scroll and at once 
receives the same worship that the Father received. He is given the authority over what is to 
come by the Father. So all those present and who had previously worshiped the Father, are now 
turning to worship the Lamb.  
 
In chapter 4 the four creatures and the twenty-four elders each worshiped the One on the throne 
in turn. Now they combine together to bring a new song. As we move through this section we’ll 
see how John is building the choir of worshipers who will come together in a crescendo of praise 
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to the One on the throne and to the Lamb. May we each be drawn up into this worship of the One 
Who is worthy! 

a. The Song of Redemption (9-10) 
 
This new song is a song of the redemptive work of the Lamb. It reads this way…9-10 
 
The Lamb is worthy because he was slain. Before the foundations of the world, God had 
chosen this as the means to rescue his people from their sin. Knowing full well the extent of 
our sin, that we would despise and reject him, he sent his Son to be the Lamb for us. In this 
act of total selflessness, humility, and love, Jesus purchase (or ransomed) all people for God.  
 
The extent of his redemptive work reaches all people. These four terms — every tribe and 
language and people and nation — tell us that there is not one person in this world outside of 
his redemptive work. This means every one of the 1.3 billion in India, every one of the 67 
million in Thailand, and every one of the 3.2 million in Utah are all in the redemptive reach of 
Jesus’ work! His blood is sufficient for all people, from all nations, for all time. 
 
The effect of this redemptive work is startling. We are redeemed as a kingdom of priests. This 
is a future promise, but one that gives hope for all believers.  

b. The Song of Adoration (11-12) 
 
The crescendo is building as the song takes on more voices is this song of adoration. 
The 28 voices that wrapped around the throne are now increased by an uncountable number 
of heavenly hosts. The effect is that the choir is now described as having a loud voice as it 
worships the lamb.  
 
The song says (12), “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”  
 
These 4 characteristics of the Son and the following 3 statements of praise are tied together 
as one powerful song of praise to the Son.  
 
Through all seven the Lamb is seen as the One who is Worthy of all worship! There is no one 
found who can supersede this position of Worship. Only the Godhead is worthy of worship.  

c. The Song of All Creation (13-14) 
 
The crescendo has finally come in this song of all creation. The innumerable heavenly 
hosts now grows to an even greater number, as verse 13 describes, “Every creature in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them.” Not a single creature 
in all of creation, whether small or great, is absent from this final chorus of praise to the One 
on the throne and to the Lamb. If the second choir blew our minds, this one goes far beyond 
what we could every comprehend.  
 
What would it sound like to hear all of creation sing praise to God? What would it sound like to 
hear dolphins in the ocean, lions in Africa, birds flying, crickets in the field, mixed together with 

4



all humanity singing together in worship to God? This we will have to wait for to find out. The 
song goes (13)… 
 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might 
forever and ever!”  
 
The first two songs in chapter four were directed at the Father, the first two songs in chapter 5 
were directed toward the son, now this last one is directed at both of them. 
 
This final verse brings back the same terms present in the previous ones with, “blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever.” However, while the structure of the previous 
song tied these terms together into one strong song of adoration, here they are set out in a 
more distinct pattern in the text. This would appear to have the effect of emphasizing each 
term in a more slow and methodical way. One can just imagine how this song might have been 
said or sung slower, with more intentionality with each word.  
 
As they finish this ceremony of worship, the four living creatures respond by saying, “amen.” 
Then the twenty-four elders fell down in worship. 

4. Conclusion:  
 
Revelation 5 leaves us in a place of certainty about the only One who deserves all of our worship. 
No one else in all history or in all creation has redeemed mankind. No one in all creation has the 
attributes of the Lion-like Lamb. No one in all of creation receives the same worship as the One 
on the throne. Only Jesus. He deserves all of our worship, for He is the greatest. 
 
Our worship of this Lion-like Lamb is not just a future event, but is worship that should begin in our 
hearts and lives this morning and continue throughout our days. 

5. Application 

a. Worship the Lion-like Lamb by coming to Him 
 
If you have never come to the Lamb to be purchased by his blood, I plead with you this 
morning, come. Come and worship him and embrace him as the Lamb that was slain for you. 
Turn to him for the forgiveness of your sins and stand with us in this song of praise to the One 
who is Worthy.  
 
If you are struggling with sin this morning, I plead with you to come. Come to the Lamb that is 
eternally bearing the scars of his death for you. Come to Him and worship Him because He 
not only died for you so that you could be redeemed, but so that you would live for Him.  
 
If you are struggling with assurance of salvation, I plead with you to come. Come to the Lamb 
that is not bleeding out, but that Lamb who is standing in victory, having secured your ransom 
by his blood.  
 
If you are struggling this morning with feeling worthy, I plead with you to come. Come to the 
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Lamb who is Worthy of all worship because we could never be.  

b. Worship the Lion-like Lamb in all of life 
 
Ascribing worth to Jesus is more than just singing a song, it is offering your life as a living 
sacrifice to Him. Romans 12:1 says, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.”  
 
This means that our worship of the lamb is not reserved for this future event, no, worship of 
the lamb begins today in the mundane, in the trials, in the struggles, we worship the lamb with 
our life. In this way we place our lives on the sacrificial offer, as a sweet smelling aroma to the 
One who is worthy. 
 
For all of us, in all of life, let’s worship the Lamb! 

c. Worship the Lion-like Lamb by calling others to Worship 
 
John Piper has said, “Worship is the goal and the fuel of missions: Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Missions is our way of saying: the joy of knowing Christ is not a private, or 
tribal, or national or ethnic privilege. It is for all. And that’s why we go. Because we have tasted 
the joy of worshiping Jesus, and we want all the families of the earth included.”  1

 
With this in mind, the aim of each of our lives should be to call others to join with us in 
worshiping the One who is Worthy. This means calling them away from worshiping lesser 
gods, this means calling them away from thinking that they can be worthy on their own, and it 
means calling them to worship Jesus Who is Worthy in their place.  
 
For the rest of our time together this morning I want to share with you how this passage 
motivates us in our move to Utah, to call others to worship the One who is Worthy of all 
worship.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 John Piper, “Missions Exists Because Worship Doesn’t”1
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6. Utah Presentation 
a. Who we are 

• Our family 
• Served at LBC for 8 years 
• The calling on our life to go to gospel destitute locations 

b. Why Utah 
1. The Need 

• If 200 in this room then 60% = 120 | 26% = 52 | 11% = 22 | 3% = 6 
• Maps - DO NOT SHOW ON LIVESTREAM 

2. LDS Beliefs 

c. P4TG 
• Gospel Grace/Peace/Hope 

d. Vision 

e. Next Steps 

f. Support Needs - be sure to explain why we need support 

g. How to Help
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