How to live in Babylon

-Moreover, I will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness,
the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the grinding of the millstones and
the light of the lamp.

-This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve
the king of Babylon seventy years.

-Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the
people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility,

-youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed
with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, and
to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans.

-The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine
that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they
were to stand before the king.

-Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah.

-And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar,
Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called
Abednego.

-But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with
the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to
defile himself.

-And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the
eunuchs,

_and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned
your food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition than the
youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king.”

-Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah,

-“Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to eat and water to
drink.



-Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat the king's
food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.”

_So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days.

_At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter
in flesh than all the youths who ate the king's food.

- So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave
them vegetables.

- King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and
its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.

-And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, nations, and
languages,

-that when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and
every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up.

-And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into a
burning fiery furnace.”

-Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre,
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell
down and worshiped the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

- Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.

_If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king.

_But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship
the golden image that you have set up.”

_Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven
times more than it was usually heated.

_And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.

- Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to
his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to
the king, “True, O king.”



- He answered and said, “But | see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the
fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.”

- Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in
him, and set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and
worship any god except their own God.

- I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease in my house and prospering in my palace.

- | saw a dream that made me afraid. As | lay in bed the fancies and the visions of my
head alarmed me.

- At the end of the days |, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my
reason returned to me, and | blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from
generation to generation;

-These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to
the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom
Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.

-“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom | have sent
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:

-Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce.

-Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not
decrease.

-But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to the
LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

2Ti 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

_For I know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

-Then you will callupon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear you.

- You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.



