
THE POWER OFTHE POWER OF
FORGIVENESSFORGIVENESS



I. What do we knowI. What do we know
about God that servesabout God that serves
as a foundation to ouras a foundation to our

understanding ofunderstanding of
forgiveness?forgiveness?



Exodus 34:6-7Exodus 34:6-7
And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to 
       the third and fourth generation.”



Nehemiah 9:17Nehemiah 9:17
They refused to obey, and they were not mindful of Your
wonders that You did among them. But they hardened their
necks, and in their rebellion they appointed a leader to return to
their bondage. But you God are ready to pardon, gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, abundant in kindness, and did not 
       forsake them.



Psalm 130Psalm 130
Out of the depths I have cried to You, O Lord; Lord, hear my
voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.
If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But
there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared. I wait for
the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I do hope. 



Psalm 130Psalm 130
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the
morning - Yes, more than those who watch for the morning. O
Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is mercy, and
with Him is abundant redemption. And He shall redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.



II. What is the nature ofII. What is the nature of
God’s forgiveness?God’s forgiveness?



The nature of God’s forgiveness is:The nature of God’s forgiveness is:
A. Seen in the phrases that
He uses to describe
forgiveness



When He forgives our sins, He-When He forgives our sins, He-

Remembers our sins no more
(Jer 31:34)
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When He forgives our sins, He-When He forgives our sins, He-

Remembers our sins no more
(Jer 31:34)

Removes our sins as far from
Him as the east is from the
west (Ps 103:12)

Casts our sins into the depths
of the sea, never to be
retrieved again 
(Mic 7:18-20)



The nature of God’s forgiveness is:The nature of God’s forgiveness is:
A. Seen in the phrases that
He uses to describe
forgiveness

B. Reflected in the definition
of the word “forgive”
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The Definition of the Word “Forgive”The Definition of the Word “Forgive”

The word “forgive” means
“to cancel or pardon”

To forgive is to absolve from
liability to punishment for a
crime or fault committed

Forgiveness is the voluntary
release of a person over
which one has legal control



The nature of God’s forgiveness is:The nature of God’s forgiveness is:
A. Seen in the phrases that
He uses to describe
forgiveness

B. Reflected in the definition
of the word “forgive”

C. Reflected in the
Presidential Pardon



It must be exercised by one who has the power
to pardon.

5 CHARACTERISTICS OF A5 CHARACTERISTICS OF A
PRESIDENTIAL PARDONPRESIDENTIAL PARDON

No other judge or magistrate can overturn the
pardon
The crime for which the pardon is granted is
completely erased from all police or FBI records
You can never be tried for that particular crime
again
That crime can never be held against you again



III. What are theIII. What are the
conditions that we mustconditions that we must

meet to receive God’smeet to receive God’s
pardon?pardon?



GROUPGROUP
DISCOVERYDISCOVERY



Ps 86:5Ps 86:5 1 John 1:91 John 1:9

Acts 8:22Acts 8:22 Prov 28:13Prov 28:13

Ps 18:25Ps 18:25
Mt 5:23-24Mt 5:23-24
Mt 6:12-15Mt 6:12-15
Mark 11:25Mark 11:25
Luke 6:37Luke 6:37
Col 3:13Col 3:13

III. What are the conditions that we must meet toIII. What are the conditions that we must meet to
receive God’s pardon?receive God’s pardon?



We must call
upon the

Lord
1 John 1:91 John 1:9
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III. What are the conditions that we must meet toIII. What are the conditions that we must meet to
receive God’s pardon?receive God’s pardon?



Psalm 86:5Psalm 86:5
The Lord is abundant in mercy to all who call upon Him.



We must call
upon the

Lord

Acts 8:22Acts 8:22 Prov 28:13Prov 28:13

Ps 18:25Ps 18:25
Mt 5:23-24Mt 5:23-24
Mt 6:12-15Mt 6:12-15
Mark 11:25Mark 11:25
Luke 6:37Luke 6:37
Col 3:13Col 3:13

III. What are the conditions that we must meet toIII. What are the conditions that we must meet to
receive God’s pardon?receive God’s pardon?

We must
confess our

sin



1 John 1:91 John 1:9
If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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We must call
upon the

Lord

III. What are the conditions that we must meet toIII. What are the conditions that we must meet to
receive God’s pardon?receive God’s pardon?

We must
confess
our sin

We must
repent of

our sin

We must be
willing to

forsake our
sin

We must be
willing to
forgive
others



Colossians 3:12-14Colossians 3:12-14
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing
with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you
also must do. But above all these things put on love, which is
       the bond of perfection.



IV. How important is itIV. How important is it
for us to forgivefor us to forgive

others?others?



IV. How important is it for us toIV. How important is it for us to
forgive others?forgive others?

A. Jesus indicated that we do not have
a choice in the matter of forgiving
others



Mark 11:25Mark 11:25
And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses.



IV. How important is it for us toIV. How important is it for us to
forgive others?forgive others?

A. Jesus indicated that we do not have
a choice in the matter of forgiving
others

B. Jesus taught us that our forgiveness
of others is a condition for our receiving
God’s forgiveness
(Mt 6:14-15; Mark 11:26, Luke 6:35-37)



Matthew 6:14-15Matthew 6:14-15
For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.



Luke 6:35-37Luke 6:35-37
But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the
Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be
merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. Judge not, and you
shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be 
       condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.



IV. How important is it for us toIV. How important is it for us to
forgive others?forgive others?

A. Jesus indicated that we do not have
a choice in the matter of forgiving
others

B. Jesus taught us that our forgiveness
of others is a condition for our receiving
God’s forgiveness
(Mt 6:14-15; Mark 11:26, Luke 6:35-37)

C. Jesus taught that we are to quickly
forgive when those who have offended
us repent
(Luke 17:3-4)



Luke 17:3-4Luke 17:3-4
Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke
him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you,
saying, “I repent,” you shall forgive him.



IV. How important is it for us toIV. How important is it for us to
forgive others?forgive others?

A. Jesus indicated that we do not have
a choice in the matter of forgiving
others

B. Jesus taught us that our forgiveness
of others is a condition for our receiving
God’s forgiveness
(Mt 6:14-15; Mark 11:26, Luke 6:35-37)

C. Jesus taught that we are to quickly
forgive when those who have offended
us repent
(Luke 17:3-4)

D. Jesus taught that we are to forgive
without keeping accounts
(Mt 18:21-22; Luke 17:4)



Matthew 18:21-22Matthew 18:21-22
Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up
to seventy times seven.”



IV. How important is it for us toIV. How important is it for us to
forgive others?forgive others?

E. Jesus taught that forgiving others
was not dependent upon their asking
for our forgiveness
(Mark 11:25)



Mark 11:25Mark 11:25
And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses.



IV. How important is it for us toIV. How important is it for us to
forgive others?forgive others?

E. Jesus taught that forgiving others
was not dependent upon their asking
for our forgiveness
(Mark 11:25)

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive
we will experience negative fruit.



GROUPGROUP
DISCOVERYDISCOVERY



Mark 11:25Mark 11:25 Mt 5:23-24Mt 5:23-24

Mt 18:23-35Mt 18:23-35

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we willF. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we will
experience negative fruit.experience negative fruit.

Mt 18:35Mt 18:35

Heb 12:14-15Heb 12:14-15



Our prayers
will be

hindered
Mt 5:23-24Mt 5:23-24

Mt 18:23-35Mt 18:23-35

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we willF. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we will
experience negative fruit.experience negative fruit.

Mt 18:35Mt 18:35

Heb 12:14-15Heb 12:14-15



Mark 11:25Mark 11:25
And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against
anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses.



Our prayers
will be

hindered

Mt 18:23-35Mt 18:23-35

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we willF. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we will
experience negative fruit.experience negative fruit.

Mt 18:35Mt 18:35

Heb 12:14-15Heb 12:14-15

Our gifts &
ministries will
be rendered
ineffective



Matthew 5:23-24Matthew 5:23-24
Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer your gift.



Our prayers
will be

hindered

Mt 18:23-35Mt 18:23-35

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we willF. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we will
experience negative fruit.experience negative fruit.

Heb 12:14-15Heb 12:14-15

Our gifts &
ministries will
be rendered
ineffective

God may
withdraw 

His
forgiveness



Matthew 18:35Matthew 18:35
So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his
heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.



Our prayers
will be

hindered

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we willF. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we will
experience negative fruit.experience negative fruit.

Heb 12:14-15Heb 12:14-15

Our gifts &
ministries will
be rendered
ineffective

God may
withdraw 

His
forgiveness

We will personally
suffer & dwell in a
prison house of our

own making.



Our prayers
will be

hindered

F. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we willF. Jesus taught that if we do not forgive we will
experience negative fruit.experience negative fruit.

Our gifts &
ministries will
be rendered
ineffective

God may
withdraw 

His
forgiveness

We will personally
suffer & dwell in a
prison house of our

own making

We will
experience
the fruit of
bitterness



Hebrews 12:14-15Hebrews 12:14-15
Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one
will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause
trouble, and by this many become defiled



V. What does it mean toV. What does it mean to
extend forgivenessextend forgiveness  

to others?to others?



EXTENDING GOD’S FORGIVNESS MEANS:EXTENDING GOD’S FORGIVNESS MEANS:

A. We express our forgiveness in words

B. We refuse to bring the matter up to the offending 
     party again

C. We treat the offending party as if it never happened

D. We refuse to talk to others about it anymore

E. We refuse to dwell on the offense in our minds



VI. How can weVI. How can we
effectively receiveeffectively receive
God’s forgiveness &God’s forgiveness &
forgive ourselves?forgive ourselves?



Philippians 3:12-15Philippians 3:12-15
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I
press on, that I may lay hold of that which Christ Jesus has also
laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those things which are 
       ahead,



Philippians 3:12-15Philippians 3:12-15
I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this
mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even
this to you.
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VI. How can we effectivelyVI. How can we effectively
receive God’s forgiveness &receive God’s forgiveness &

forgive ourselves?forgive ourselves?A. Forgetting is 
not a normal 
human ability B. Forgetting means

that we are to no
longer nuture certain
things in our mind C. Forgetting

involves the
discipline of one’s
thought life



VII. What are theVII. What are the
results of forgiveness?results of forgiveness?



Justification
(Acts 13:38-39)

VII. What are the results of forgiveness?VII. What are the results of forgiveness?

Clearing 
of the

Conscience
(II Cor 7:11)

Joy
(Ps 51:12)

Love for God
(Luke 7:36-48)

Restoration
(Acts 3:19)



THE POWER OFTHE POWER OF
FORGIVENESSFORGIVENESS


