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The Right Reaction to Suffering

• Don’t be Surprised!



1 Peter 1:6 (NKJV)
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a 
little while, if need be, you have been grieved 
by various trials,



John 16:33 (NKJV)
33 These things I have spoken to you, that in 
Me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.”



2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV)
12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.



John 15:18–20 (NKJV)
18 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated 
Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own. Yet because 
you are not of the world, but I chose you out of 
the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 
Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant 
is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted 
Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also.
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• Don’t be Surprised!
• Stay Positive – Rejoice and be Encouraged





Matthew 5:11–12 (NKJV)
11 “Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 
you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be 
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.
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• Stay Positive – Rejoice and be Encouraged
• Keep Doing Good!



Galatians 6:9–10 (NKJV)
9 And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do 
not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially 
to those who are of the household of faith.
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John 15:13 (NKJV)
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to 
lay down one’s life for his friends.



1 Peter 4:1 (NKJV)
1 Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has 
ceased from sin,



Hebrews 12:1–2 (NKJV)
1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.
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