Faithful

».. Treasure, Talent, Time, & Testimony

2023: Be Faithful

1 Corinthians 4:1-5

Sermon: Be Faithful with Your Time (Matthew 25:1-13)

Summary: Who owns our time? When we are young it seems everybody owns our
time but us: parents, teachers, coaches, all adults. As we age and grow, a shift takes
place which often begins with an employer dictating how we use our time followed
closely by spouse and family. For some, the progression moves to business ownership
and the associated time demands. For others it’s job and career. Other stages in life
might include caring for adult children and even one’s own parents. There are myriads
of time demands placed on everyone and no two lives are identical but make no
mistake, everyone will give an account to God of what they have done with the time
they have received.

You are responsible for valuing your time as a gift from God. You are responsible for
your attitude toward time demands in your life. You are responsible and will be
accountable to God for how you invest your time. All of it. Even right now!

Make the early months of 2023 an exercise in faithful evaluation and stewardship of
your time! Steward your time in such a way that you will hear the Lord say, “Well
Done, good and faithful servant!”

Time is an equal opportunity employer. Each human being has exactly the
same number of hours and minutes every day. Rich people can’t buy more
hours. Scientists can’t invent new minutes. And you can’t save time to spend it
on another day. Even so, time is amazingly fair and forgiving. No matter how
much time you’ve wasted in the past, why not start being faithful with your
time today?

—Denis Waitley

The best thing about the future is that it comes one day at a time.
—Abraham Lincoln

The future is something which everyone reaches at the rate of 60 minutes an
hour, whatever he does, whoever he is.
—C.S. Lewis

1 Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five
were wise. 3The five who were foolish didn’t take enough olive oil for their
lamps, 4 but the other five were wise enough to take along extra oil. 5 When
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

6 “At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is
coming! Come out and meet him!’



7 “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8 Then the five foolish
ones asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are
going out.

9 “But the others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and
buy some for yourselves.’

10 “But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. 11
Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling,
‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!

12 “But he called back, ‘Believe me, | don’t know you!

13 “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my
return.

Matthew 25:H3 NLT

* You are a steward of your time. You are accountable to God for how you spend your
time. How you use/allocate/invest your time.

* Be intentional with your time. Know where you spend it and for what purpose.
Time is one gift from God that is the same for everybody!
Your treasure, talent and testimony are unique to you! Time and Jesus are the same!

Use your time to glorify God.

If everyone in the church will give proportionately of their time, there will always be
enough to do what God calls us to do and hundreds and thousands will be blessed!

If everyone does not give proportionately of their time, there will never be enough to
do what God calls us to do and hundreds and possibly thousands will miss the
blessings God has for them.

“Time is free, but it’s priceless. You can’t own it, but you can use it. You can’t
keep it, but you can spend it. Once you’ve lost it, you can never get it back.”
—Harvey Mackay

“How did it get so late so soon?”
— Dr. Seuss

As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is
coming, when no one can work.
John O:4

Ephesians 5:1HI0 MSG

Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere busywork, the barren pursuits of
darkness. Expose these things for the sham they are. It’'s a scandal when
people waste their lives on things they must do in the darkness where no one
will see. Rip the cover off those frauds and see how attractive they look in the
light of Christ.

Wake up from your sleep,

Climb out of your coffins;

Christ will show you the light!

So watch your step. Use your head. Make the most of every chance you get.
These are desperate times!



Sermon Application Questions

How much time do you have? How much time do you need? Do you regularly need more
time? How can you get “more” time?

Have you ever done a time study (personal or work)? What did you learn? What did you
change?

Would a time study would help you budget your time and prioritize?

God has given everyone the same 24 hours a day. How much time do you allocate regularly
to give glory to God? To serve others in Jesus name?

No one knows when the Lord will return. Not the day nor the hour. How does this truth
impact how you spend the time you have?

What are some things you will do this week to be more faithful with the stewardship of your
time?

Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Psalm 90:12

The bad news is time flies. The good news is you’re the pilot.”
—Michael Altshuler

Time is an equal opportunity employer. Each human being has exactly
the same number of hours and minutes every day. Rich people can’t buy
more hours. Scientists can’t invent new minutes. And you can’t save
time to spend it on another day. Even so, time is amazingly fair and
forgiving. No matter how much time you’ve wasted in the past, you still
have an entire tomorrow.”

—Denis Waitley

Time waits for no man.

Time slips through our fingers.

“Time does not change us. It just unfolds us.”
—Max Frisch

There’s only one thing more precious than our time, and that’s who we
spend it on.”
—Leo Christopher



