
Acts: Amplifying Hope

SERMON: Peter and John: Compassionate Generosity (Acts 3:1-26)


Generosity - the quality of being kind and generous

 

Compassion - sympathy, pity and concern for the suffering and misfortune of others. 

To enter into someone else’s suffering.


Compassionate Generosity - helping someone beyond their expectations!


SUMMARY: Peter and John were fresh off the amazing outpouring of God’s Spirit recorded 
in Acts 2, first on the disciples and then on the 3000 who were saved. They were heading to 
the Temple to pray at 3:00 in the afternoon. They were surely excited and focused. At the 
intersection of the world and worship Peter and John encountered an interruption. Thankfully 
they responded with compassionate generosity in the power of the Holy Spirit challenging all 
believers with their example. What they did is a lesson for us in readiness, adaptation and 
deliverables. How do we interact with those who interrupt us? How do we give effective 
witness to Jesus, the Author of Life, especially in the interruptions?


Acts 3:1 

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth 
hour.


Often when you are headed to intercession you will encounter interruptions at intersections. 

Be ready for what the Lord wants to do through you!!!


ROSSIE (See note below): 

Intersection & Interruption 


More accidents happen at intersections - Be Alert at Intersections (places where you are 
going to meet people…)


ROSSIE: Interaction




Acts 3:2-4

And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 
3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 4And 
Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.”


1. Listen to People


2. Look at People


3. Talk with People


Acts 3:5-7

And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 6But 
Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7And he took him by the right hand and 
raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.


ROSSIE: Intercession


4.    Decide in Advance What You Have to Give.


5.    Give People What you Have, Not necessarily What They Ask For!


Acts 3:8-10

And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, 
walking and leaping and praising God. 9And all the people saw him walking and 
praising God, 10and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the 
temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what 
had happened to him.


6.    Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving and His Courts with Praise. Psalm 100:4 ESV


Acts 3:11-13

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to 
them in the portico called Solomon’s. 12And when Peter saw it he addressed the 
people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant 
Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had 
decided to release him. 


7.    Power Comes From God and Glory Goes to God.




Acts 3:14-16

But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted 
to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this 
we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong 
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this 
perfect health in the presence of you all.


8.    Point People to the Author of Life


Acts 3:17-26

“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But 
what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he 
thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 
20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may 
send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive until the time 
for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets 
long ago. 22Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23And it shall be that 
every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 
24And all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after 
him, also proclaimed these days. 25You are the sons of the prophets and of the 
covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26God, having raised up his servant, 
sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.”


9.    Call People to Repentance


10.    Go and Do Likewise!


Life Application Questions


1. How do you handle interruptions in your life? …When things are going great for you?        
…When you are under pressure?


2. How might you as a Christian, deal with people who show up in the interruptions of your 
life?


3. Peter and John encountered an interruption at the entrance to the Temple. How did they 
respond? Describe the results.


4. What keeps you from having similar encounters? …Regularly? 

5. What might you change so that you have more interuptions that lead to spiritual 

conversations?




6. What gifts do you have that you could use to connect people to life in Jesus? How can 
you use those gifts as you encounter people in the intersections and interuptions of life?


7. PRAY: Ask the Lord to open your eyes to see hurting people around you and for Him to 
guide you in using your gifts to connect them to life in Jesus!


NOTE: Rossie Francis, pastor of Grace Truth Baptist Church, Gulfport, preached an 
inspirational message on Acts 3, Monday, August 21 at The Tabernacle of Faith during the 
Gulfport City of Lights Prayer Gathering. These were his main points!


