
Encounters With Jesus: The Unifying Christ  
John 17  

Compassion. The word literally means to be moved in one's stomach with pity. Do you 
remember the last time you felt pity with your whole- being? In Matthew’s Gospel we witness 
Jesus seeing the crowds and being moved with compassion because they were harassed and 
helpless. Compassion moved Jesus to take the first step toward us. His compassion unleashed in 
us compels us to act. What this world needs is more Christ infused compassion. Have you 
experienced His compassion? Are you demonstrating His compassion?

35 Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of  that area, teaching in the synagogues and 
announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of  disease and illness. 

36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the 

workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is in charge of  the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.”   

Matthew 9:35-38 NLT

• Compassion Sees. (Compassion begins with truly 
noticing the needs of others.) 
When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, 

like sheep without a shepherd.  
Matthew 9:36 NLT 

• Compassion Serves. (Compassion moves into action to 
meet the needs of others.) 

He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few." 
Matthew 9:37 NLT 



• Compassion Compelled by Christ Prays. (The need is 
bigger than us, but not Him.) 

So pray to the Lord who is in charge of  the harvest; ask Him to send more workers into His 
fields.”  

Matthew 9:38 NLT


