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IT'S TIME TO BUILD 

BIBLE STUDY: SEE IT BEFORE YOU BUILD IT 

Nehemiah 2:11-20  |  September 27, 2026 

BIG IDEA: Vision is the ability to see what could be while you are still standing in the middle of what is. 

KEY VERSE: “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build.” — Neh 2:20 

Opening 
Think about a large land development before construction is complete. Most people see dirt, holes, machinery, and disruption. The 

developer sees homes, streets, stores, schools, parks, and a community that does not yet exist. The plans allow the developer to see 

beyond the present condition. 

Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem and sees broken walls, burned gates, and rubble. Yet through faith, he sees more than devastation. 

He sees what Jerusalem could become if God’s people trust God and put their hands to the work.  

 

1. When have you had to see beyond present circumstances and believe that something better could be built? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the difference between biblical vision and simply being optimistic? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why does genuine vision require faith in God rather than confidence only in our own ability? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Nehemiah 2:11-20 
As you read, notice the passage's progression: Nehemiah first inspects privately, then communicates clearly, and finally invites the 

people to act together. 

1. Vision Begins Privately 
Nehemiah 2:12 — “I told no one what my God had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem.” 

Before Nehemiah announces the vision, God works in his heart. He quietly inspects the walls and faces Jerusalem's true condition. 

He does not confuse faith with fantasy. A God-given vision can withstand honest inspection. 

Supporting Scripture: Luke 14:28 — Jesus teaches us to sit down first and count the cost before building. 

Faith is not opposed to careful thinking. Prayer is not opposed to research. Vision is not opposed to due diligence. Sometimes 

getting closer to the problem reveals more rubble than we expected, but the rubble is not proof that the vision is wrong. It may be 

the reason rebuilding is necessary. 

 

4. Why do you think Nehemiah kept the vision private while he inspected the walls?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What dangers arise when we announce a dream before we have prayed, listened, and honestly assessed the situation? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Is there an area of your life where God may be asking you to inspect the “wall” honestly before you begin rebuilding? What do  

you see? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Vision Must Be Shared Clearly 
Nehemiah 2:17 — “You see the distress that we are in… Come and let us build the wall of Jerusalem.” 

Nehemiah does three things: he identifies reality, includes himself in the problem, and gives the people a clear invitation to act. He 

does not merely describe what is broken; he tells them what they can do together. 

Supporting Scriptures: Matthew 28:19; Habakkuk 2:2. 

Clear vision connects individual contributions to a larger purpose. Like the picture on a large LEGO set, vision helps people 

understand where each piece belongs. The greeter, children’s volunteer, giver, teacher, prayer partner, and leader each contribute 

to something larger than themselves. 

Nehemiah also points to God’s faithfulness: “I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me” (v. 18). God-

given vision does not only point out what is broken; it recognizes where God is already at work. 

 

7. What do you learn from the way Nehemiah communicates the problem and the solution in verse 17? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why is clarity important if people are going to participate meaningfully in a shared vision?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Where can you already see evidence of God’s gracious hand at work in your life, family, ministry, or church?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Vision Inspires People to Act 
Nehemiah 2:18 — “Let us rise up and build.” Then they set their hands to this good work. 

The vision moves from Nehemiah’s heart into the hearts and hands of the people. He cannot rebuild Jerusalem alone. The work 

requires people with different abilities serving together under a common purpose. 

Supporting Scriptures: Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Corinthians 12:18; 1 Peter 4:10. 

A Habitat for Humanity build day is a helpful picture. Not everyone is a carpenter. Some frame, some paint, some carry materials, 

some clean, and some prepare food. Under clear direction, ordinary people with different abilities work side by side, and by the 

end of the day, something exists that did not exist that morning. That is a picture of the church: we all have a part to play. 

 

10. What changed between Nehemiah carrying the vision privately and the people saying, “Let us rise up and build”? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What gifts, experiences, resources, or opportunities has God given you that could contribute to what He is building? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How would the church change if we stopped asking, “What is the church going to do?” and began asking, “What has God 

equipped me to do?” 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Confidence Behind the Vision 
Nehemiah 2:20 — “The God of heaven Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build.” 

Nehemiah’s confidence is not ultimately in the builders, resources, or plan. His confidence is in God. We work faithfully, but we 

do not build as if everything depends on us. 

Supporting Scriptures: Psalm 127:1; Zechariah 4:6; Matthew 16:18. 

 

13. How does confidence in God change the way we approach something that feels bigger than our ability? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. What is the difference between presumption and faith when pursuing a vision?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What would it look like for you to say, “The God of heaven will give us success,” while still doing your part faithfully?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal Application: Where Is God Asking You to Build? 
Do not wait until you know how to rebuild the whole wall. Ask God where He wants you to put down the first stone. 

• Your marriage — Is there a conversation, apology, act of forgiveness, or new habit that needs to begin? 

• Your family — Is God calling you to pray more intentionally, reconnect, encourage, or lead spiritually? 

• Your relationship with God — What would one faithful step toward a stronger prayer life or deeper time in Scripture look 

like? 

• Your ministry — What burden or opportunity has God repeatedly brought to your attention? 

• Your church — Where has God equipped you to pray, serve, give, mentor, welcome, lead, or support what He is building? 

Every rebuilt wall begins somewhere. Every restored marriage begins with a conversation. Every ministry begins with a 

burden. Every movement begins when somebody says, “By the grace of God, I will begin.” 

Three Responses 
1. Give Me a Burden and Vision for What Needs to Be Rebuilt 

Ask God to help you see clearly what is broken and what, by His grace, could become different. 

2. Show Me My Part in What You Are Building 

Ask God where your gifts, experience, time, resources, and influence fit into His larger work. 

3. Give Me the Courage to Put Down the First Stone 

Choose one specific act of obedience. You do not need the whole wall completed before you begin. 


