
Foundations: 
Christianity is Not Private

The Gospel Creates • The Church Confirms 
Community Grows



The Big Idea

Christianity is not merely personal or private.
1. God saves us by the gospel.

2. God places us in the church.

3. God grows us through community.



I. The Gospel Creates



The Gospel Creates Christians

What is a Christian?

• Someone who is:

• Trusts in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.

• Saved through repentance and faith.

• Forgiven of sins.

• Reconciled to God the Father.

• Declared Righteous before God.



The Gospel Creates a People

Not Just Individuals

• Reconciliation to God produces reconciliation to 
others.

• Loving God and loving others is inseparable.

• The first commandment produces the second.
• … love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind and 

love your neighbor as yourself (see Matt. 22:34–40).

The gospel does not just save you – it creates us.



II. The Church Confirms



Reconciled to God’s People

A Christian Belongs

• Union with Christ produces union with His Body.

• There is no biblical category for isolated Christians.

• Faith always moves toward commitment. 

The church does not create salvation – it confirms it.



The Church is a People, Not a Place

Ephesians 2:19-22

• God’s People.

• Built on Christ.

• Joined together.

• Growing together.

• God dwelling amongst His people.



Universal Faith, Local Expression

Why Membership Matters

• The universal church must take local form.

• Commitment give visible expression to invisible faith.

• Membership is not a growth strategy – it’s obedience.

The local church makes the gospel visible.



A Striking Parallel

Church Membership and Righteousness

• Justification leads to transformation.

• Declared righteous = called to live righteously.

• Ongoing refusal to commit raises serious questions

Hebrews 10:23-27



Quote to Engage

“If you call yourself a Chrisitan but you are not a 
member of the church you attend, I worry you 
might be going to hell.” Pg. 25



II. The Church Confirms



You need the Church

And the Church Needs You

• Growth happens in proximity.

• Sanctification is relational.

• Christianity is lived, not merely believed.

God grows His people through His People.



Fruit Requires Community

The fruit of the spirit require OTHER PEOPLE.

• Love

• Joy

• Peace

• Patience

• Kindness

• Goodness

• Faithfulness

• Gentleness

• Self-control



Shared Responsibility

Giving an Account

• Pastors are responsible.

• Members are responsible.

• Every part affects the whole.

• Neglect leads to dysfunction

A healthy church requires every member to care.



Bringing it Together

The Gospel Creates

• New Life in Christ

The Church Confirms

• Visible, committed faith

Community Grows

• Real sanctification over time



Final Takeaway

Christian faith is:

• Created by the gospel.

• Confirmed in the church.

• Grown through committed community.

There are no lone-ranger Christians. 
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