
Foundations:  
How to Image God

God’s Word • Hearing & Heeding



I. God’s Word



Imaging God

The local Church that ignores God’s Word fails to 
Image Him.
• The world is divided into two categories. 

• Those who obey God’s word. 
• Those who do not obey God’s word.



The Church

God’s word for the Church in the NT is no Different.
• By the church hearing and heeding the 

word of God we image God’s Character 
and give him glory.

The People of God will find life entirely and  
exclusively through listening to God’s Word and obeying it.



II. Hearing and Heeding 



Refresher

What is a healthy Church?
• Reflecting the character of God as it’s been 

revealed in His Word. 
• A church shaped and instructed through the Word. 



How Then Are We Shaped?

Hearing and Heeding
• We must be intentional in creating an opportunity 

to hear and heed the word as a body.  
• We do this through expositional preaching. 



What is Expositional Preaching

Exposing God’s Word
• Taking a passage of scripture, explaining, and 

applying. 
• The main point of the sermon must be the main 

point of the text.  
• Application has to be grounded in passage.

This commitment means – God’s Word is 
always in charge.



What is Expositional Preaching Not

Anything other than text focused preaching
• It’s not a preaching style. 
• It is not using a verse to get to a topic. 



A church, therefore, must never give a person spiritual 
oversight over the body who does not show a practical 
commitment to hearing and teaching God’s Word. 
When it does, it hampers its growth, ensuring that it 
won’t mature beyond the level of the pastor. The church 
will slowly be conformed to the image of the pastor, 
rather than to the image of God.



Sound, expositional preaching is often the fountainhead 
of true growth in a church. Martin Luther found that 
carefully attending to God’s Word began a reformation. 
We, too, must commit to seeing that our churches are 
always being reformed by the Word of God.



The Heart of Worship

God’s Word Is Central To Worship
• We worship through singing in response to God’s word. 
• We worship through prayer, informed by God’s word. 
• We worship through the reading of God’s word. 
• We worship through the proclamation of God’s word. 



Table Work/Group Discussion

Dever Makes Expositional Preaching Essential
• Do you think preaching – expositional in particular 

- is that essential, for church health? 
• Have you thought about preaching style this 

extensively before? 
• Do you personally value preaching as much as 

Dever wants you to?


