
Foundations:  
The Image of God Reflected

A People • Called to be Healthy



I. A People



A People Not a Place

Like a Family – Institution Consisting of People
• Roles are played by people. 
• Always an ideal – but in practice there 

will be mistakes.



The Weight of Souls

The weight of every soul matters. 
• Size of the church ≠ significance 
• Necessary to remember as we hope for 

the future. 
• We too often will want to run over 

others to get to what we want.



Do you ‘tolerate’ people as we hope for what the  
church will become, or do we love and cherish  
those who the lord has placed there?



“An old puritan has well observed that “nothing in all  
the world contributes so much to the kindling, the firing,  
and the inflaming of men’s hearts after holiness, as the  
society of those that are holy.” – Spurgeon



II. Called to Be Healthy



Equipped for Every Good Work

What is a Christian?
• A healthy church is a congregation that 

increasingly reflects God’s character as his 
character has been revealed in his Word.” Pg. 44 

• Insert any Letter from Paul to a church – ever



God’s Image Reflected

How has God’s Image Been Reflected 
• Creation 
• Fall 
• Israel 
• Christ 
• Church (pg. 50-51) 
• Glory



Final Word
Friend, what are you looking for in a church?  
Good music? A happening atmosphere? A traditional  
order of service? How about:

• a group of pardoned rebels … 
• whom God wants to use to display his glory … 
• before all the heavenly host … 
• because they tell the truth about him … 
• and look increasingly just like him—holy, 

loving, united? 



Table Work/Group Discussion

Current Membership Covenant Phrasing:
I will promote the health of my church
• …by attending faithfully
• …by growing spiritually through regular Bible study and prayer
• …by living a godly life
• …by giving regularly

What (if anything) would you adjust, change, remove 
from this?


