
Foundations:  
Membership

Committed • Responsible • Affirms



Is Church Membership Biblical?

No
• You won’t find a passage in 

scripture that speaks 
directly to modern day 
membership. 

• Simply put, church 
shopping just wasn’t a 
thing.

Yes
• There were lists of people 

in NT churches 
• Widows in 1 Tim. 5 
• Those counted as in or 

out (1 Cor. 5:1, 2 Cor. 
2:6) 

• Ultimate example of the 
Lamb’s Book of Life



I. Committed



Membership is Committed

“A temple has bricks. A flock has sheep. A vine has 
branches. And a body has members.”
• Believers are designed to be a part of a larger group. 
• Membership begins at salvation – into the universal 

church 
• Universal membership requires a local expression.



Membership is Committed

Membership is not a box you check and forget – it is a 
living commitment to the body.
• Scripture is clear on commitment to assemble together 

(Heb. 10:23-25). 
• Without commitment, membership is pointless – even 

dangerous.



II. Responsible



Shared Responsibility

Giving an Account
• Pastors are responsible.

• Members are responsible.

• Every part affects the whole.

• Neglect leads to dysfunction


A healthy church requires every member to care.



Membership Takes Responsibility

Our commitment communicates expectations
• We are expected to: gather, pray, give, and serve, within 

the body. 
• We are expected to live out the ‘one anothers’ in scripture 

with each other.  
• We are expected to be held accountable if we don’t meet 

those expectations as well.
A church’s membership will continually do this 
better as they grow in Christ, and the church will 
become healthier as a result. 



Membership Takes Responsibility

This also means that the church is ultimately responsible 
 for what happens in the church.
• Do members regularly attend? 

• What % of members actually attend regularly? 
• Do members regularly give? 

• Is the budget of the church 10% of the sum of the 
membership’s annual salaries? 

• Perhaps the best measure: Are we more like Christ now 
than we were before? 

A healthy church requires every member to care.



III. Affirms



Membership Affirms Salvation

Church membership is an endorsement 
of your salvation.
• If a church can only consist of believers, by being a 

member, the church is affirming that salvation. 
• That allows the membership to be walk through life 

together in discipleship, commitment, and love to and with 
one another.



Membership Affirms Salvation

But what if we allow inactive or 
uncommitted members?
• They may not be non-believers, but the church 

can’t confidently give an account for how they are 
living.  
• Are they living a life worthy of the gospel? 

• Inactive members may not be unbelievers, but we 
have no ability to actively endorse them as 
believers. 



Membership is Meaningful



Membership is Meaningful

Why does membership matter?
• Makes it harder for weak sheep to wander.

• Strengthens our ability to disciple.

• Allows for clarity around whom elders are responsible for.

• It allows for the strangeness of the church to be preserved as 

we are aliens to the world around us.



Table Work

How can you take responsibility for our church?
• How can you encourage other members?

• How can you strengthen your own commitment?
How would you explain the importance of membership?
• Why should Christians be members of the church?

• Why is it helpful for both the church and believers?


