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Review

Refer to Lesson 95 Flip Chart. We talked about the
prophets Elijah and Elisha, who delivered
God’s messages to the people of Israel and their
kings. They performed miracles that showed
God’s power. Elisha also showed God’s power
and mercy to the people of Syria, who were
enemies of Israel.

Naaman was a captain of the Syrian army who
had leprosy. What did Elisha tell Naaman to do
to be healed? Wash in the Jordan River seven times.

Naaman almost went away angry, but when
he chose to obey, God showed his power and
mercy and healed him.

God showed mercy to the whole Syrian army.
They came to get Elisha, but Elisha captured
them when God struck them all blind. Elisha
told the king to feed them and send them home
instead of killing them as enemies. The whole
army saw God’s power that day and didn’t
attack Israel again for a long time.

Today we’ll start our lesson with a question.
What does it mean when someone gives you a
warning? Allow discussion.

Awarningissomethingweshould payattention
to, isn’t it? A warning could be something your
parents or teachers tell you to do or not do, like,
“Don’t throw your pencil, because it might hurt
somebody” or “Pick up your toys so they won't
get stepped on and broken.” Warnings can help
us do the right thing and keep us safe.

We see and hear warnings wherever we go.
I have four warning signs that you all have
probably seen many times. Let’s see if you know
what they mean. Show only the first four modern
signs. Have the students guess what the warning is for
and discuss what a person should do if they see that sign.

Lesson 96: God Warns Israel

Warnings are important, but if we don’t pay
attention to them, there could be horrible
consequences. That’s what happened in the
northern kingdom of Israel.

Refer to the Exodus to Malachi Timeline. We have
learned that Israel was divided into the
northern and southern kingdoms, Israel and
Judah.

Refer to the Lesson 91 Flip Chart. The nation of Israel
did not have any kings who obeyed God; they
were all evil. But God was very patient. For
250 years, God sent warnings to the people to
turn away from their sins and turn back to him.
Today we are going to talk about some of those
warning signs God sent to the people of Israel
and what his prophet told them.

God Calls Amos

There was a man named Amos who lived in the
kingdom of Judah. But God called him to go to
Israel and give the people there a message.

Amos 7:14-15

Refer to the Books of the Bible Poster. Let’s find out a
little about Amos. We’ll read from the book of
Amos, chapter 7. Have the student bring up the Bible
and open it to the sticky note. Read verses 14-15.

What jobs did Amos do before he became a
prophet? A herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs.

Refer to the Lesson Flip Chart. What does that mean
that Amos was a herdsman? What kind of
animal do you see on the Flip Chart? Sheep.

Right. He took care of the herd, or flock, of
sheep. What do you call someone that cares for
sheep? A shepherd.

Right again! Amos was a shepherd and a farmer
who grew fig trees. Figs were an important
fruit in Israel.

Have any of you ever eaten a fig? It’s a chewy
fruit, almost like a raisin, but bigger. Allow
answers.

Figs are usually sweet and sticky inside with
tiny crunchy seeds. Show pictures of figs or fig trees
or pass out samples of dried figs or another fig snack for
students to taste.

Amos was a shepherd and a farmer, but he was
also a prophet of God who brought a message to
the people in the kingdom of Israel. The Bible
says they had become greedy and mean. They

were cruel to the poor and disobeyed God’s
instructions for worshipping only him.

Now, God was sending Amos to tell them to
repent, to turn away from their sins. Amos had
to warn them that a terrible disaster would
come if they continued to ignore God.

What'’s a disaster? Is that a good thing or a bad
thing? Bad thing.

A disaster is a very bad thing that can happen
and cause all kinds of trouble. That’s why Amos
was warning the people. But guess what—the
people ignored the warning.

Do you think that’s a good idea or a bad idea
to ignore a warning, especially one from God?
Bad idea!

Amos 3:1-2

We know who Amos was and why God sent
him to Israel. Now let’s find out what he said to
the people there in Amos chapter 3. Read verses
1-2.

Who did Amos say has spoken against the
people of Israel? The Lord.

Yes, this was a message of judgment against
them. What did God say he was going to do to
the people for their iniquities? Punish them.

Iniquities are sins and disobedience to God.
God was telling them he would punish them
for their sins.

Hmm. Let’s think about this. How can God
punish people if he’s a God of love? Allow
discussion.

This is an important question. It’s true that
God is loving! But he wants what is best for his
children. And he didn’t want his people to do
sinful things that would hurt them. He showed
his love to Israel by waiting patiently—for 250
years—and warning them to turn back to him!

God Warns Israel

One warning God sent was a famine to get
the people’s attention. What’s a famine? Allow
guesses. Not enough food.

Show warning sign #5. God allowed the people
to get really hungry without enough food, but
they did not turn back to God. So God kept it
from raining.

What would happen if there was no rain? Allow
discussion. Without rain, lakes and rivers would dry up;
fish, animals, and crops would die; people would have no
food or water to drink.

But the people did not turn back to God even
when there was no food or rain.

Show warning sign #6. God sent other warning
punishments—icky things like blight and
mildew. These things ruin plants and food
crops and can cause mold and rottenness to
set in.

But the people did not turn back to God when
he sent blight and mildew.

Show warning sign #7. Then God sent locusts, big
bugs, to eat the gardens, grape vineyards, fig
trees, and olive trees—and these insects can
eat ALOT!

As bad as this was, the people still did not pay
attention to these warnings. And they did not
turn back to God.

Show warning sign #8. God even allowed wars to
happen, which killed many young men. But the
people still wouldn’t turn back to God. They
kept on disobeying him.

God showed that he is loving and patient by
waiting many years and warning Israel many
times. But God is also just, and the time had
come for God to punish the people in a way
they couldn’t ignore anymore.

Refer to the Flip Chart. That’s what Amos’ message
was all about. He told the people of Israel that
God would send an enemy who would come and
attack their country. They would steal from the
people, and Israel would not be strong enough
to fight back. And even worse—the enemy
would capture the people and take them away
from their homes to another land!

Amos brought a very serious warning from the
Lord. But God did not leave his people without
hope. The end of the book of Amos tells of a
time when Israel will have peace. We have this
promise, too! The Consummation, the last C of
the Seven C’s of History, is a time when Jesus
will come back and create a new heaven and a
new earth. And those who have turned from
their sins and put their trust in Jesus will live
forever in peace with him!
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