Limited license to copy issued to Calvary Chapel Morgantown, Morgantown, WV

Grades 4-5 « Lesson 75

Israel’s First King

Name

1 Samuel 8:6-7, 8:19-20, 10:20-24, 13:5-12, 15:7-9, 13:13-14, 15:22, 15:26, 15:35, 16:14

Match each statement to the correct character by writing the letter in each blank and then
complete the sentence at the bottom. Look up the verses if you need a hint.

1. Felt displeased when the people asked for a king
(1 Samuel 8:6).

2. Knew that the people were rejecting him when

they asked for a king (1 Samuel 8:7).

3. Warned the people that their kings would tax
them and take away their food and servants

(1 Samuel 8:10-17).

4. Told Samuel to appoint a king

(1 Samuel 8:22).

5. Chosen by God to be Israel’s first king

(1 Samuel 10:21 & 24).

6. Offered the burnt offering before the people

(1 Samuel 13:9).
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7.Commanded Saul to completely destroy the

Amalekites (1 Samuel 15:2-3).

8. Spared the king and the best animals of the

Amalekites (1 Samuel 15:9).

9. Explained that obedience is better than sacrifice

(1 Samuel 15:22).

10. Would take away the kingdom from Saul for his

disobedience (1 Samuel 13:14, 15:28).

11. Tormented by a harmful spirit from the Lord

(1 Samuel 16:14).

12. Did not see Saul again (1 Samuel 15:35).

IF WE TRULY GOD, WE Will

A. SAUL

HiS COMMANDMENTS (JOHN 14:15).
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Samuel was the last judge and a prophet of God. His al-
legiance to God established a time of peace. At the end of
his life, the people asked for a king to rule over them like all
the other nations. The Israelites’ demand for a king revealed
their change of heart and loyalty. They were rejecting God
for a man. Samuel warned the people that the king would
burden them. Despite Samuel’s warnings, the people insist-
ed on wanting an earthly king. God granted their desire, and
Samuel appointed Saul to become the first king of Israel.

The Spirit of God had come upon Saul after his anointing
and prepared him to become king. But Saul would fail two
tests of his obedience to God. Two years after becoming
king, Saul faced an imposing army of Philistines. The Isra-
elites were scattering from him, so Saul wanted to ask a
blessing from God through a burnt offering. When Samuel
failed to arrive after seven days, Saul impatiently made
the sacrifice himself despite God’s commands and Sam-

uel’s instructions. Saul disobeyed and failed to trust God.

Saul’s second test came when God commanded him to

attack the Amalekites and completely destroy everyone

and everything (1 Samuel 15:3). But Saul disobeyed and
kept the king and the best animals alive, presumably for
the purpose of making sacrifices to God (1 Samuel
15:15). When Samuel arrived, he told Saul that obe-
dience was better than sacrifices (1 Samuel 15:22).
The consequences of Saul's disobedience
were devastating. He would lose the
kingdom, the advice and friendship
of Samuel, and the Spirit of God. We
know that God still demands obe-
dience from his people. Jesus made
this clear in John 14:15: “If you love me, you
will keep my commandments.” Like Saul,
we are called to obedience to God.
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