
Grades 4–5  •  Lesson 78

David and Jonathan 
1 Samuel 18:1–5, 18:10–14, 19:1–7, 20:31–33, 20:35–42

Name

If we say we have no 

_______, we deceive 

ourselves, and the 

__________ is not in us. If 

we ______________ our sins, 

he is faithful and just to 

______________ us our sins 

and to ______________ us from 

all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:8–9

Fill in the blanks.

N	 U	 D	 R	 B	 S	

A	 T	 X	 B	 G	 F	

L	 Y	 O	 E	 C	 D	

M	 V	 H	 Z	 S	 P	

G	 I	 A	 Y	 Q	 T	

W	 K	 V	 F	 J	 E

1. LO_E 

2. GIV__G 

3. LO_AL_Y

4. CO_RA_E

5. HO_E_TY

6. _AItHFU_NESs

Jonathan used arrows to send David a secret message. Fill in the blanks using the numbered clues to learn  
qualities that David and Jonathan had in their friendship. These are qualities that will make you a good friend, too!

1. O 2. I 3. N 4. Y 5. T 6. U 7. G 8. N 9. S 10. F 11. L

1. L

2. O

3. X

4. P

5. M

6. B

7. H

8. R

9. C

10. T

11. U

(E.g., a = v)
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HomeWord For Parents
After defeating Goliath, David did not return home but re-

mained in Saul’s service. He and Jonathan, Saul’s son, began a 
long-lasting friendship (1 Samuel 18:1–4). Their covenant friend-
ship demonstrated true, selfless love. Jonathan gave David his 
robe, armor, and weapons, which were symbols of his princely 
status. While David and Jonathan’s friendship grew, so did Saul’s 
jealousy of David. In whatever David did, God gave him success. 
But Saul’s jealousy turned to violence when he tried to kill Da-
vid with a spear (1 Samuel 18:10–11). After this, Jonathan warned 
David to hide and spoke to his father to convince him to spare 
David’s life. Saul listened to his plea and promised he would 
not kill David (1 Samuel 19:1–7). However, this promise didn’t 
last long. After another spear-throwing attempt on David’s life, 
David escaped from his house with his wife’s help and fled. 

David eventually met up with Jonathan and came up with 
a plan to tell if Saul was still determined to kill him. Jonathan 
would then report Saul’s response to David. When Saul no-
ticed David’s absence at a meal and Jonathan told him David 
had gone to Bethlehem, Saul was furious and threw a spear 
at Jonathan, making it clear he still wanted to kill David 
(1 Samuel 20:27–33). 

Jonathan then had to warn his friend. He took his bow 
and arrows and a boy to the field where David was hiding. 
As he shot the arrows and called to the boy that the ar-
rows were beyond him, he was actually warning David to 
flee. Jonathan sent the unsuspecting boy back to the city 
so David came out from hiding. The friends wept, renewed 
the promise of their friendship, and parted ways (1 Samuel 
20:41–42). Jonathan chose to be loyal to David over his fa-
ther, Saul, who was sinning by seeking to kill an innocent 
man out of jealousy. 

OutWord For Family Discussion
Suppose your Christian friend starts hanging 

around popular non-Christian kids and gossiping and 
putting down others to fit in with them. What could 
you say to her?

I’ve noticed that you’ve changed since you started 
hanging out with your new friends. The Bible tells us that 
our friends are important because they influence us for 
good or evil. If you have to sin to be accepted, then they 
aren’t really your friends. True friends will encourage you 
to do what’s right and follow God. I hope you’ll have the 
courage to do what’s right when you’re around them or 
find other friends who won’t bring you down.

What You Heard In the Word
•	 David and Jonathan (Saul’s son) became good 

friends who both followed God.

•	 King Saul became jealous of David’s success 
and tried to kill him many times, but Jonathan 
warned David when he needed to flee from Saul.
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