
Lesson 106

God Judges Judah
Judah is captured by King Nebuchadnezzar.
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Overview

Lesson Focus

For hundreds of years, God warned Judah and
called them to repentance through his prophets.
But they refused to turn from evil, so God used
Babylon to destroy Judah. The Babylonians killed
most of the people of Judah, destroyed the
temple of God, and took survivors to Babylon as
captives.

Key Passages

2 Chronicles 36:11–14, 36:17–20; Jeremiah
38:6–13, 39:11–12

Objectives

Students will be able to:

Explain how God judged Judah’s sin.
Describe how the Babylonians treated the
Israelites.

Memory Verse

Isaiah 30:18 Therefore the Lord waits to be
gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself
to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a God of
justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.Li
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Prepare to Share

Scriptural Background

Prepare to teach by preparing your heart. Read
the key passages for this lesson along with this
background.

God hates sin. We can have no doubt about that
after looking at the calls of the prophets for
Israel and Judah to repent. As we walk through
biblical history, we have already seen God’s
judgment on Israel—they were wiped out by the
Assyrians back in 721 BC. Now we look to the
fall of Judah, beginning in 607 BC. Jeremiah was
one of the last prophets to call Judah to repent,
but they continued to rebel against God—and
now it was their turn to face judgment. The fall
of Judah and Jerusalem to the south was very
similar to the fall of Israel and Samaria to the
north. Despite numerous warnings from prophets
over many centuries, the kings and people
continually sought to worship false gods (with a
few exceptions). Through the prophecies of
Isaiah and Jeremiah, God had finally fixed a day
of judgment for Judah. The lion from the north
(Jeremiah 4:5–8), Babylon, was about to attack
and carry away the rest of the Jewish nation.

Just as God used Assyria to deliver judgment to
his people in Israel about 125 years earlier, he
was about to send Babylon to deliver judgment
to Judah. Babylon’s king at this time wasLi
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Nebuchadnezzar. This wicked king was the one
God chose to bring his judgment to Judah.

Nebuchadnezzar was the son of the previous
Babylonian king, Nabopolassar. God used King
Nabopolassar to destroy and conquer the
Assyrians in 626 BC. This was after the Assyrians
had destroyed the northern nation of Israel. God
would now use Babylon again—this time to bring
judgment on Judah.

Historically, one strategy for gaining complete
power over an enemy was to remove most of the
conquered nation to other lands. If you
remember from the lesson on the fall of Israel,
this was what the Assyrians did to the Jews in
the northern nation of Israel. In our account
today, we will see that the Babylonians would do
the same. In order to completely weaken the
nation of Judah, they would move the people out
and settle them in other nations.

The destruction of Judah by Babylon occurred
over three phases, described in the next section.
The city of Jerusalem and the temple were not
totally destroyed until the third phase.

A clear picture of the devastation caused by this
judgment is found in 2 Chronicles 36:15–21.
Because the people had mocked God, his
warnings, and his messengers, because they had
despised his words and scoffed at his prophets,
the wrath of the Lord came against them. The
Babylonians, here called the Chaldeans, came
into Jerusalem. They killed the young men and
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had no compassion on the women, aged, or
weak. All the treasures from the house of God
were taken to Babylon. They burned the house
of God, burned the palaces, destroyed all the
precious possessions, and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem. And those citizens of Jerusalem who
were not killed during this rampage were moved
far away to Babylon as captives.

But in spite of the devastation of Judah and
Israel, all was not lost! God already had a plan to
restore Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple, and to
continue the line of Abraham through King David
to the coming Messiah.

Historical/Apologetics Background

The history of the final fall of Judah and
Jerusalem is a bit complex, coming in three
phases over 19 years and involving four different
kings of Judah. The first phase occurred after the
good King Josiah (who was the sixteenth ruler in
the southern kingdom) died. His son Jehoahaz
ruled for only three months (2 Kings 23:30–32).
Then, Pharaoh Neco from Egypt captured him
and set another son of Josiah, Jehoiakim, over
Judah, making him pay tribute to Egypt (2 Kings
23:33–35). As had been the pattern, these two
sons of Josiah did what was evil in the sight of
the Lord. Judah was beginning to crumble, and
the first phase of her destruction was about to
begin.
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The Babylonian leader Nebuchadnezzar defeated
the Egyptians and took control of all of Egypt’s
lands, including Judah (2 Kings 24:7). So, for the
first three years of his reign, Jehoiakim was
subject to Egypt, but for the last eight he was
subject to Babylon (2 Kings 23:36–24:4). In 607
BC, Nebuchadnezzar came to Babylon and
defeated Jehoiakim, who had rebelled against
him (2 Kings 24:1–2). The Babylonians carried
away some of the articles of the temple and
many of the young nobles, including Daniel
(Daniel 1:1–4). This began the 70 years of
captivity that Jeremiah had prophesied
(Jeremiah 25:11).

The second phase of the captivity happened
about seven years later. Nebuchadnezzar had
restored Jehoiakim to the throne in Jerusalem,
but Jehoiakim later died and his body was
thrown outside the gates of the city (Jeremiah
22:18–19). Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin (also
called Jeconiah or Coniah) reigned for three
months after his father’s death. In 599 BC, the
Babylonians returned and carried away more
than 3,000 Jews, including Jehoiachin, along
with all of the treasures of the temple (2 Kings
24:10–16; Jeremiah 52:28). The brother of
Jehoiakim, Zedekiah, was set up as the puppet
king under the control of Nebuchadnezzar. His
reign extended from 599 until 588.

588 BC marked the third phase of Judah’s
captivity. Nebuchadnezzar returned and utterly
destroyed Jerusalem and the temple and theLi
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people were either killed, taken away into
captivity, or left to tend the land for the
remainder of the 70 years (2 Kings 25:8–21;
2 Chronicles 36:15–21). It would be another 49
years before Cyrus would allow the captives to
begin returning to rebuild Jerusalem. So the 70
years of captivity lasted from 607 BC with the
first deportation by Nebuchadnezzar until 537 BC
when Cyrus fulfilled the prophecies Jeremiah and
Isaiah made hundreds of years prior.
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Limited License to Reproduce

A limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable,
nonsublicensable license is hereby granted to a
single local church or organization to print copies
of the PDF materials in the Teacher Digital
Resources if 1) you are the original purchaser; 2)
you are using the copies for noncommercial
purposes (such as for teaching in class)
exclusively within your single local church or
organization (multi-campus churches, and
national/regional denominations are not covered
under this license); and 3) you follow the
instructions provided in the curriculum pertaining
to the printable materials.

This license is for the specific purchaser of the
product and does not include affiliated groups or
organizations, or other churches or groups in the
same denomination as the purchaser, not
identified as the actual purchaser. There is no
limit to the number of printed copies for use
within the single local church or organization
which is the actual purchaser. None of the
material in this curriculum may be reproduced
for any commercial promotion, advertising, or
sale of a product or service, or to share with any
other persons, churches, groups, or
organizations.

The media (audio/video) portions are
copyrighted and duplication is prohibited. This
license is for materials in the Teacher Digital
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Resources only and does NOT include
reproduction rights for pre-printed teacher
books, student guides, student take home
sheets, or posters, except on an emergency
basis when purchased quantities are not
sufficient for a given week.

Bible Version

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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