
Lesson 104

Josiah Follows God
Judah returns to the Lord under Josiah’s reign.
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Studying God’s Word

Lesson Time

Don’t forget! Review the Optional
Supplements and determine where you can
use them.

Have the students assemble in a circle away
from the tables—either on the floor or in their
chairs.

Bring your stuffed animal, Bible, Lesson Flip
Chart, and any items you prepared for this
lesson.

Prayer

This prayer time is designed to help the students
begin to understand some simple concepts about
prayer and to encourage them to pray.

We start our Bible lesson with prayer. Turn to the
Flip Chart Prayer Page. Briefly review the
different types of prayer presented there.

Today let’s say prayers of supplication and ask
God for help.

I’ll start. Dear God, would you please . . . (insert
personal prayer here).
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Pass a special stuffed animal—prayer bear—
around the circle, giving all the students an
opportunity to pray, or choose a volunteer to
stand beside you and pray.

Very good! Now let’s put our stuffed animal
away, and we’ll answer our Bible Truth questions.

I love you prayers—Adoration
I’m sorry prayers—Confession
I’m thankful prayers—Thanksgiving
Please prayers—Supplication

Bible Truths

These four questions will be repeated each week
to help the students learn foundational truths.

Because God is just, what must he do when
we sin? He must punish us.
What word means God may not punish us
as we deserve? Mercy.
Can we trust God all the time? Yes, because
he is faithful.
What word means God knows all things?
Omniscient.

Bible Pass Around

Before Bible Pass Around, place a sticky
note in your Bible to mark the first passage
to be read.
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Today, we are going to look into God’s Word, the
Bible. Hold up Bible. God’s Word is true, and we
can trust what it says. But where should we
look? One of you will help me with that. We’re
going to play Bible Pass Around. I want everyone
to count with me up to the number ______. (You
may also choose to recite the books of the Bible,
sing one of the lesson songs, or recite the
memory verse as you do this activity.) As we say
each number (or word), you will carefully pass
the Bible to the person beside you. Remember,
we don’t want to drop it or tear it. Then when we
get to the last number (or word), whoever has
the Bible will hold on to it until we are ready for
it in our lesson. Hand the Bible to the first
student. Here we go!

K–1st Lesson continues next. Pre-K Lesson
follows.

Pre-K Lesson

K-1st Lesson

Pre-K Lesson

Introduction

Refer to Lesson 103 Flip Chart. Last week we
took a break from the kings of Judah to look at
prophecies about Jesus written by the prophets
Micah and Isaiah. Both of these prophets wrote
about a ruler who would come to save us fromLi
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our sins. We saw in the New Testament how
these prophecies happened many years later
when Jesus was born and then when he died.

Micah wrote that the coming ruler would be
eternal. How can Jesus be eternal? Who is
he? He is God.

Jesus is one of the three Persons of the
Trinity: God the Father, Jesus the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. Remember that Jesus was
with God in the beginning; he has always
been living and always will be. But he came
to be born as a baby so he could grow up as
a man and die to save sinners.

Refer to the Exodus to Malachi Timeline.
Let’s go back to the kingdom of Judah.
We’re going to skip over two evil kings to
talk about the last good king—King Josiah.

Have the small, important object
ready.

We’ll start with a game. One of you will
search for a hidden object while the rest of
the class guides you by telling you if you’re
hot or cold. Show the object you brought
and briefly discuss its importance. (For
example, without a door key, you would not
be able to lock your house and re-enter.)
Pick one student to leave the room (or
cover his eyes) while you hide the object.
When the student returns, the rest of the
class will guide him to the hidden object by
saying “hot” when he’s close, “warm” when
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he’s on the right track, or “cold” when he’s
far away. Play until the student finds the
object.

In today’s lesson, something even more
important than a key (or other object) was
lost and forgotten for many years. When
someone found it again, it made a big
difference to the whole kingdom of Judah!

Josiah’s Reforms

Refer to the Books of the Bible Poster. We will
read about good King Josiah from 2 Chronicles in
the Old Testament.

2 Chronicles 34:1–2

Listen to this verse from 2 Chronicles 34. Have
the student bring up the Bible and turn to the
sticky note. Read verse 1.

How old was Josiah when he began to reign
as king? Eight years old.
What kind of king was Josiah? Did he do
right or wrong? Listen for the answer. Read
verse 2. He did what was right in the eyes
of the Lord.

Even though he was young, Josiah decided
to follow God with his whole heart. He did
not let anything lead him away from God.
Josiah really wanted to do what was right
and pleasing to God.Li
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Refer to the Lesson Flip Chart. When he was
just 20 years old, Josiah began to clean up
the kingdom. He wanted to get rid of all the
idols and places of false worship. He
chopped down altars to false gods, broke
idols into pieces, and even beat them into
dust and powder!

King Josiah also cleaned out the temple
where people were supposed to worship
God. The people had not taken good care of
it, and some of the evil kings who ruled
before Josiah had led the people to worship
idols there. Now the temple needed to be
fixed up, and all the idols left from the bad
kings needed to be thrown out.
Then one day, something important was
found in the temple. It had been lost for
many years. What do you think it was?
Allow guesses.

2 Chronicles 34:14

Let’s find out! Read 2 Chronicles 34:14.

Who was Hilkiah? A priest.
What did he find? The Book of the Law.

Refer to the Books of the Bible Poster.
Which books in the Old Testament are the
books of the law? Recite the names of the
books, Genesis through Deuteronomy.

We don’t know if Hilkiah found all of these
books or just the book of Deuteronomy. But

Li
m

it
ed

 li
ce

ns
e 

to
 c

op
y 

is
su

ed
 t

o 
C
al

va
ry

 C
ha

pe
l M

or
ga

nt
ow

n,
 M

or
ga

nt
ow

n,
 W

V
7/15/25, 6:19 PM myAnswers | Digital Tools by Answers in Genesis

https://myanswers.com/edu/21741/lesson/11/104/ 7/18



Hilkiah knew it was the law of the Lord and
that it was very important.

Refer to the Lesson Flip Chart. He gave it to
the king’s secretary, who read it to King
Josiah. The book told what God wanted the
people to do and how God wanted to bless
them when they obeyed his commands. But
it also told how God would have to punish
them if they chose to disobey.

Josiah’s Response

Let’s find out what Josiah did when he heard the
words from this book.

2 Chronicles 34:19

Listen to 2 Chronicles 34:19. Read the verse.

What did Josiah do when he heard the
words of the Law? He tore his clothes.

When King Josiah tore his clothes, he was
showing great sadness because he knew his
people had sinned. They had not obeyed
God, and they deserved God’s punishment.

Then Josiah made a wise decision. He sent
the priest Hilkiah and some other men to a
prophet of God to find out what would
happen to the people. Remember, prophets
spoke for God, and this prophet said that
God would bring a disaster!Li
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What is a disaster? Is it a good thing or a
bad thing that happens? A bad thing.

Over the years, the people had turned away
from God. Instead of worshipping God, they
had worshipped false gods and idols made
of wood and stone. Because God is holy and
just, he doesn’t let sin go unpunished. He
was angry with the people of Judah, and he
would bring a disaster on them as
punishment for their sins.

This was a frightening message! But there
was more. God said he had seen how Josiah
had torn his clothes and cried over the sins
of the people. God saw how sorry Josiah
was that the people had turned away from
the Lord, so he gave Josiah a promise. He
would show mercy to Josiah. Even though
disaster would come, Josiah would not have
to see it happen. God would wait until after
Josiah died before he sent the punishment.

Josiah could’ve said, “Oh good, I’m safe
from punishment. I don’t need to worry if
the people disobey God.” But he didn’t say
that. Josiah cared about his people. He
wanted them to hear God’s Word just as he
had. So, he gathered everyone together and
read the same Book of the Law to them.
Then he and all the people made a promise
to follow the Lord and keep his
commandments. Josiah was faithful to God
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his whole life, and the people followed God
as long as King Josiah lived.

Continue with the Lesson Review Game below.

K-1st Lesson

Introduction

Refer to Lesson 103 Flip Chart. Last week we
took a break from the kings of Judah to look at
prophecies about Jesus written by the prophets
Micah and Isaiah. Both of these prophets wrote
about a ruler who would come to save us from
our sins. We saw in the New Testament how
these prophecies happened many years later
when Jesus was born and then when he died.

Micah wrote that the coming ruler would be
eternal. How can Jesus be eternal? Who is
he? He is God.

Jesus is one of the three Persons of the
Trinity: God the Father, Jesus the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. Remember that Jesus was
with God in the beginning; he has always
been living and always will be. But he came
to be born as a baby so he could grow up as
a man and die to save sinners.

Refer to the Exodus to Malachi Timeline.
Let’s go back to the kingdom of Judah.
We’re going to skip over two evil kings to
talk about the last good king—King Josiah.Li
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Have the small, important object
ready.

We’ll start with a game. One of you will
search for a hidden object while the rest of
the class guides you by telling you if you’re
hot or cold. Show the object you brought
and briefly discuss its importance. (For
example, without a door key, you would not
be able to lock your house and re-enter.)
Pick one student to leave the room while
you hide the object. When the student
returns, the rest of the class will guide him
to the hidden object by saying “hot” when
he’s close, “warm” when he’s on the right
track, or “cold” when he’s far away. Play
until the student finds the object.

In today’s lesson, something even more
important than a key (or other object) was
lost and forgotten for many years. When
someone found it again, it made a big
difference to the whole kingdom of Judah!

Josiah’s Reforms

Refer to the Books of the Bible Poster. We can
read about Josiah in 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles,
which are books of history in the Old Testament.

2 Chronicles 34:1–3

Listen to this verse from 2 Chronicles 34. Have
the student bring up the Bible and turn to the
sticky note. Read verse 1.Li
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How old was Josiah when he began to reign
as king? Eight years old.
What kind of king was Josiah? What did he
do? Listen for the answer. Read verse 2. He
did what was right in the eyes of the Lord.

Even though he was very young, Josiah
must have been wise for his age.

He walked in the ways of whom? David.

Josiah decided to follow God just like King
David did—with his whole heart. He did not
let anything lead him away from God.
Josiah really wanted to do what was right.

When did Josiah decide to seek God and
follow him? Listen to the next verse. Read
verse 3. While he was yet a boy.

Josiah wanted to know and obey God while
he was still young—just a boy about 16
years old. Then a few years later when he
was 20, Josiah began to clean up the
kingdom.

Refer to the Lesson Flip Chart. Josiah
chopped down altars to false gods, broke
idols into pieces, and even beat them into
dust and powder! He wanted to get rid of all
the idols and places of false worship.

King Josiah also wanted to clean out the
temple. This was the same building that
King Solomon had built in Jerusalem forLi
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worshipping God. Even though the temple
had been repaired and cleaned out many
years before, the people had not taken care
of it. After good King Hezekiah died, two
evil kings ruled. They led the people away
from God and into idol worship again. Now
the temple needed to be repaired once
more, and all the idols left from these two
bad kings needed to be thrown out.

Many people helped with the temple
project. And one day, something important
was found there. It had been lost for many
years.
What do you think it was? Allow guesses.

2 Chronicles 34:14

Let’s find out! Read 2 Chronicles 34:14.

Who was Hilkiah? A priest.
What did he find in the temple? The Book of
the Law.
Refer to the Books of the Bible Poster.
Which books in the Old Testament are the
books of the law? Recite the names of the
books, Genesis through Deuteronomy.

We’re not sure if Hilkiah found all of these
books or just the book of Deuteronomy. But
Hilkiah knew it was the law of the Lord and
that this book was very important. He gave
it to the king’s secretary, who read it to
Josiah. The book told of God’s commands
for the people and how God wanted to bless
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them when they obeyed. But it also told
how God would have to punish them if they
chose to disobey.

Josiah’s Response

What do you think Josiah did when he heard
these words from God? Allow guesses.

2 Chronicles 34:19

Let’s find out in 2 Chronicles 34:19. Listen to
this. Read the verse.

What did Josiah do when he heard the
words of the Law? He tore his clothes.
Refer to Lesson 102 Flip Chart. Do you
remember another king who tore his
clothes? King Hezekiah.

Hezekiah tore his clothes when he heard
that the king of Assyria was planning to
attack Judah. Tearing their clothes was how
people showed great sadness when
something terrible happened.

Refer to the Lesson Flip Chart. When King
Josiah heard the words of God’s Law and
tore his clothes, he was showing great
sadness because of the sins of his people.
He knew that they had not obeyed God and
that they deserved God’s punishment.

Then Josiah made a very wise decision. He
wanted to find out more, so he sent Hilkiah
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and some other men to a woman prophet
named Huldah.

2 Chronicles 34:24

Remember, prophets spoke for God. Let’s read
what Huldah told them. Read 2 Chronicles
34:24.

What did God say he was going to bring on
Judah and its people? Disaster.
Is a disaster a good thing or a bad thing? A
bad thing!

God said he would bring all the curses, or
punishments, that were in the book the king
had heard. The people had forsaken God.
That means they had left him and turned
away from him. Instead of worshipping
God, they had been worshipping false gods
and idols made of wood and stone.

Because God is holy and just, he doesn’t let
sin go unpunished. He said his anger would
come on the people of Judah because of
their sin.

This was a frightening message, but there
was more. God said he had seen how Josiah
had torn his clothes and cried over the sins
of the people. God saw how sorry Josiah
was that the people had turned away from
the Lord. Because Josiah wanted his people
to turn back to God, the Lord gave him a
promise.
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God promised to show mercy to Josiah.
Even though disaster would still come to
punish the people of Judah for their sins,
Josiah would not have to see it. God said he
would wait until after Josiah died before he
sent the punishment.

Josiah could’ve said, “Oh good, I’m safe
from punishment. I don’t need to worry if
the people disobey God.” But he didn’t say
that. Josiah cared about his people. He
wanted them to hear God’s Word just as he
had. So, he gathered everyone together and
read the Book of the Law to them. Then he
and all the people made a promise to follow
the Lord and keep his commandments.
Josiah was faithful to God his whole life, and
the people followed God as long as King
Josiah lived.

Continue with the Lesson Review Game on page
68.

Lesson Review

We all learn best with review and repetition! We
encourage you to play a lesson review game.
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Limited License to Reproduce

A limited, non-exclusive, non-transferable,
nonsublicensable license is hereby granted to a
single local church or organization to print copies
of the PDF materials in the Teacher Digital
Resources if 1) you are the original purchaser; 2)
you are using the copies for noncommercial
purposes (such as for teaching in class)
exclusively within your single local church or
organization (multi-campus churches, and
national/regional denominations are not covered
under this license); and 3) you follow the
instructions provided in the curriculum pertaining
to the printable materials.

This license is for the specific purchaser of the
product and does not include affiliated groups or
organizations, or other churches or groups in the
same denomination as the purchaser, not
identified as the actual purchaser. There is no
limit to the number of printed copies for use
within the single local church or organization
which is the actual purchaser. None of the
material in this curriculum may be reproduced
for any commercial promotion, advertising, or
sale of a product or service, or to share with any
other persons, churches, groups, or
organizations.

The media (audio/video) portions are
copyrighted and duplication is prohibited. This
license is for materials in the Teacher Digital
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Resources only and does NOT include
reproduction rights for pre-printed teacher
books, student guides, student take home
sheets, or posters, except on an emergency
basis when purchased quantities are not
sufficient for a given week.

Bible Version

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible
(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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