
Grades 4–5  •  Lesson 87

Solomon Builds God’s Temple
1 Chronicles 28:10–12, 28:19; 1 Kings 6:1, 6:9–14, 8:10–13

Name

Help this worshipper get to the temple in Jerusalem. 

START

FINISH

If any of you lacks 
X J T E P N

, let him ask 
H P E

, who gives generously  

to all without 
S F Q S P B D I

, and it will be 
H J W F O

 him. James 1:5

Write the letter that comes before 
each letter in the box below it to 

complete the verse.

A B C D E F G H I  

J K L M N O P Q  

R S T U V W X Y Z
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OutWord For Family Discussion
Suppose you’re talking with friends, and they ask you, “Why 

in the world would you go to church on Sunday morning? Don’t 
you want to sleep in?” What could you say?

Sleeping in is great, but going to church is even better! At church, 
I learn the truth about God and the Bible. The Bible gives answers 
about life and the world that make sense. The more I learn about 
God, the more I want to worship him. I don’t have to go to a building 
to worship God. I can worship him anytime, anywhere. But God likes 
it when his people come together to pray, praise, and worship him. I 
like spending time with people who love God. Going to church is really 

great! You’re welcome to come 
with me any Sunday.

What You Heard In the Word
•	 David prepared the plans and materials for the temple, 

but it was his son Solomon who built it.

•	 The temple was a beautiful, permanent structure for the 
people to worship God. It replaced the portable taberna-
cle that Moses had built.

•	 God’s glory appeared in the temple as a cloud to show his 
dwelling there.

.

HomeWord For Parents
God gave David the instructions to build the temple, and David 

passed the plans on to Solomon (1 Chronicles 28:11–19). Like the 
plans for the tabernacle God gave to Moses, the instructions that 
David received from God described in amazing detail every design 
to be included in the construction of the temple and its furnishings. 

The tabernacle Moses built was temporary and portable. It was 
used for worship by the Israelites while they were wandering in the 
desert and for another 440 years after that. The temple Solomon 
built, however, was a permanent structure built atop a mountain. 
The temple was a constant reminder that God’s holiness and maj-
esty demanded a very specific pattern of worship.

When the temple was finally dedicated, the ark of the covenant, 
containing the two tablets of the law given to Moses, was placed 
in the shadow of the wings of the cherubim (1 Kings 8:6–9). After 
the priests had placed the ark in the Most Holy Place, God’s pres-
ence was seen as the cloud of his glory filled not only the space 
above the mercy seat but the entire temple (1 Kings 8:10–11). God 
was pleased to dwell among his people in this temple. For now, 
this would be the center of worship for the Israelites. 

But God does not demand ornate temple worship today. Jesus 
told the Samaritan woman that the place of worship would no 
longer be in Jerusalem, but God would dwell in every Christian 
rather than in a temple. And those true worshippers—those 
who worship God through his Son Jesus Christ—would wor-

ship in spirit and truth (John 4:20–24). Because of Jesus’ 
death on the cross and resurrection from the dead, 

all believers may offer prayers directly to God and 
receive the grace and mercy he promises. What 

a glorious truth to share with the whole world!

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway,  

a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. – Copyright © 2018 Answers in Genesis.  

All rights reserved. See terms in “Limited License to Reproduce.”
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