
Grades 4–5  •  Lesson 97

God Sends Jonah
Jonah 1:1–3, 1:17, 3:3–5, 3:10, 4:1–3, 4:11; Matthew 12:38–41

Name

Jonah’s account is mixed up! Each sentence has a mistake in orange. Choose the correct 
word from the word bank and write it in the blank. Look up the verses if you need a hint. 

1. �God called Noah to go to Nineveh. (Jonah 1:1–2) 

2. �Jonah got on a donkey going in the other direction. (Jonah 1:3) 

3. �The storm came because Jonah was trying to flee from the Assyrians. (Jonah 1:10) 

4. �The ship’s crew threw Jonah into the prison. (Jonah 1:15) 

5. �A great fish chased Jonah. (Jonah 1:17) 

6. �Jonah sang, and the fish vomited him onto dry land. (Jonah 2:1) 

7. �Jonah obeyed God and went to Tarshish. (Jonah 3:3) 

8. �Jonah warned the people to turn from their fun (Jonah 3:4) 

9. �The people repented and put on silk. (Jonah 3:5) 

10. �God showed justice by sparing the people from disaster. (Jonah 4:2) 

Jonah, Lord, Mercy, 
Nineveh, Prayed, 

Sackcloth, Sea, Ship,  
sin, Swallowed 

Answers: 1. Jonah, 2. Ship, 3. Lord, 4. Sea, 5. Swallowed, 6. Prayed, 7. Nineveh, 8. Sin, 9. Sackcloth, 10. Mercy

The Lord delights in his children as what? ___________________________

Whom does the Lord reprove? _________________________________________

What should we not despise? ________________________________________

Answer the questions based  
on the memory verse.  

Use the colors for help!

My son, do not despise the  
Lord’s discipline or be weary  

of his reproof, for the Lord 
reproves him whom he loves,  
as a father the son in whom  

he delights. Proverbs 3:11–12
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What You Heard In the Word
•	 When God called Jonah to take a message to Nineveh, 

Jonah disobeyed and boarded a ship going in the opposite 
direction.

•	 God showed Jonah mercy by sparing his life and giving him 
a second chance to obey. God showed mercy to the people 
of Nineveh when he sent them a prophet, forgave them, 
and spared their city.

HomeWord For Parents
Jonah was a prophet of God who was called from his ministry in Is-

rael to deliver a message to the people of Nineveh (Jonah 1:1). Nineveh 
was the capital of Assyria, a nation known for godlessness, idolatry, and 
cruelty. The Jews despised these pagan Gentiles. This hatred was part of 
the reason why Jonah disobeyed God’s command and boarded a ship 
headed to Tarshish, which was in the opposite direction from Nineveh. 
But Jonah couldn’t outrun God!

The Lord sent a great storm on the sea until the ship’s crew threw 
Jonah overboard, where God caused a great fish to swallow Jonah. He 
was in the belly of the fish three days and nights! Finally, Jonah prayed 
to the Lord. God heard his prayer and spoke to the fish, which vomited 
the prophet onto dry ground (Jonah 2:1 & 10).

God answered Jonah’s prayer and gave him another opportunity to 
go to the Ninevites and preach the message of repentance. This time 
Jonah obeyed!

Jonah warned the people of Nineveh of the coming disaster if 
they would not repent within 40 days (Jonah 3:4). And the people 
believed and repented, from the least of them to the king (Jonah 
3:5). They proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth as a sign of their 
repentance. Then God relented and did not bring the disaster he had 
planned (Jonah 3:10). His abundant grace and mercy were bestowed 
on Jonah and on the people of a pagan city. However, this did not 
please Jonah. He was angry with God for showing mercy, and God 
had to correct his attitude. 

God’s grace and mercy are just as ev-
ident today. He sent Jesus to pay the 
penalty for our sins. He will hold back 
the punishment for sin and offer 
forgiveness to everyone who 
cries to him in repen-
tance and faith.

OutWord For Family Discussion
Suppose you heard a friend say that he doesn’t believe that 

anyone could be swallowed by a big fish and live, so he doesn’t 
believe the Bible’s account of Jonah is true. What could you say?

I know that every word of God is true. I don’t question God’s Word 
because God cannot lie. As the Creator of everything, God could easily 
control a fish and keep a man alive. I’m not the only one who believes 
the account of Jonah either. Did you know that Jesus spoke about Jo-
nah and Nineveh in the New Testament? He said that Jonah was in the 
belly of the great fish for three days and nights. Jesus knew the events 
in the book of Jonah really happened, 
so we should believe it too.

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2019 Answers in Genesis.  

All rights reserved. See terms in “Limited License to Reproduce.”
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