Grades 4-5 « Lesson 62 Name

God Judges Rebellion

Numbers 16:1-3, 16:12-14, 21:5-9; John 3:14-15
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l During the wilderness wanderings, Korah, a Levite, along with
! Dathan and Abiram instigated a rebellion against God’s authority.
1 They assembled against Moses and Aaron with 250 leaders who
1 wanted to be priests. This rebellious gathering incurred the wrath
1 of the Lord, who was ready to destroy them all if Moses and Aar-
| on had not interceded. Instead, God in his mercy told Moses to
warn the Israelites to move away from the three rebels and their
: dwellings before he miraculously caused an earthquake to swal-
! low them up. The Israelites panicked and fled. Then fire from
1 the Lord consumed the 250 leaders who wanted to be priests
1 (Numbers 16:23-35).
1 In spite of these judgments, the Israelites continued to
| complain about food and water, even saying they hated the
manna God provided (Numbers 21:5). This time, God
! judged them with fiery serpents, causing many
1 to die. The people recognized their sin and
1 came to Moses and asked him to pray
1 on their behalf. God answered with an
| amazing picture of the coming Savior.
He had Moses make a bronze ser-
| .
pent and set it on a pole. Anyone
! who was bitten by the snakes could
1 look to the serpent and be healed
| (Numbers 21:6-9). Just as the bronze
1 serpent saved the people from physi-
| cal death, Christ was raised on a cross
so that all who look to him for salvation
! may be saved from eternal death. The peo-
1 ple had to believe God would save them when
| they looked to the serpent, and we must repent
1 and believe in Christ’s sacrificial death and subse-
| quent resurrection to receive eternal life (John 3:14-15)
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