
K–1st Lesson
Introduction
Refer to Lesson 121 Flip Chart. We learned that 
throughout the Old Testament, God told his 
people about the Savior that would come to 
save sinners. Then the New Testament tells the 
exciting news that Jesus Christ, the Savior, has 
come!

Refer to Lesson 122 Flip Chart. We know that we 
can trust the New Testament because the Holy 
Spirit helped the writers know what to write and 
because the disciples were eyewitnesses of the 
things Jesus did. 

Refer to the Books of the Bible Poster. Today we are 
going to look at the first four books of the New 
Testament called the Gospels. The word gospel 
means “good news.” These Gospels tell the 
good news of Jesus. 

You might think since they all talk about Jesus, 
they must all be the same. But each writer wrote 
about Jesus in a special way and told about 
different things he did. 

To help us understand this, I have four friends 
here who will tell us about their day at the fair. 
We’ll see how all four of them did the same 
things but tell about them differently. Follow the 
At the Fair Instructions. 

Each person said something a little different, 
didn’t they? They each told what was most 
important to them. That’s what we expect when 
different people tell about the same events. It 
won’t be exactly the same.

That’s how it is with the four Gospels. Four 
different men wrote these books, and they each 
told what they thought was important about 
Jesus’ life. These differences show that the 
Gospels are true. They don’t disagree with each 
other, but they focus on different things Jesus 
said and did. 

Matthew
Show the Lesson Flip Chart. Let’s look in the Gospel 
of Matthew. Matthew was a Jewish tax collector 
until he became a disciple and followed Jesus. 
Matthew knew that the Jewish people were 
waiting for their Savior and King to come. So he 
started his Gospel with a genealogy. That’s a list 
that tells who is in your family line, like parents, 
grandparents, great-grandparents, and so on. 

Matthew 1:1
Listen as I read Matthew 1:1. Have the student with 
the Bible bring it up and open it to the sticky note. Read 
the verse. 

?? Who is this genealogy about? Jesus.

Matthew wanted to show the people something 
important about Jesus’ family.

?? What two men were part of Jesus’ family line? 
David and Abraham. 

In the Old Testament, God promised Abraham 
and King David that the Savior and King who 
would reign forever would come from their 
families. 

The Jewish people knew about these promises, so 
Matthew wanted to show them that Jesus is the 
one God promised by using a special name for him.

Matthew 9:27
Listen to Matthew 9:27 for the special name. 
This verse tells about two blind men who cried 
out to Jesus to heal their eyes. Read the verse. 

?? What did these blind men call Jesus? Son of David.

Remember, the Jews knew about God’s promise 
to King David. So when they heard someone 
had been called “Son of David,” they knew he 
must be the Savior and King God promised. 

Refer to the Lesson Flip Chart. Matthew wrote about 
many times when people called Jesus the Son 
of David. He wanted to make sure the people 
understood that Jesus is the King they were 
waiting for. 

Mark
Refer to the Flip Chart. Now let’s look at the Gospel 
of Mark. Mark was not one of the 12 disciples, 
but he was a friend of Peter—one of Jesus’ 
close friends. Mark wrote this Gospel to show 
something else about Jesus. 

Mark 10:45
We can read about it in Mark 10:45. Read the verse. 

?? Why did Jesus come to earth? What is the first 
reason given here? To serve. 

God the Son, the King of kings, came to earth to 
serve others—not to be served himself! Usually 
a king wants others to serve him and do things 
to make him happy. But not King Jesus—he 
came to serve us! 

?? What else did Jesus come to do? To give his life 
as a what? As a ransom for many.

A ransom is something you pay in order to free 
a slave. We are all born as slaves to sin, so we 
want to do wrong things. There is only one way 
we can be freed from sin: if a perfect person, 
who has never sinned, pays the ransom for us, 
then we can be free. Only Jesus is perfect, and 
he has already paid the ransom by dying on the 
cross for sinners—that’s us! Jesus gave up his 
very own life to free us from our sins. 

Refer to the Flip Chart. In his Gospel, Mark wanted 
to make sure people understood that Jesus is a 
loving servant who suffered and died so that 
everyone who believes in him could be saved 
and freed from sin. 

Luke
Refer to the Flip Chart. Let’s look at the Gospel of 
Luke. Luke was not a Jew; he was a Gentile. Luke 
was also a doctor and a friend of the Apostle Paul. 

Luke 19:10
Let’s find out what Luke tells us about Jesus in 
Luke 19:10. Read the verse. 

?? What is Jesus called in this verse? The Son of Man. 

Luke often called Jesus the Son of Man. It means 
that, even though Jesus is fully God, he was 
born as a baby and grew up to be a man. 

?? And why did Jesus come? To seek and to save the 
lost.

?? What does it mean to seek? Allow answers.

Jesus came to seek, or search for, those who are 
lost so he could save them. 

?? Who do you think are the lost? Allow answers.

The lost are sinners—people like you and me! 
Jesus wants to save us from the punishment of 
sin. He already paid the ransom, but the Bible 
says that we must repent of our sins and put our 
trust in Jesus. To repent means to turn away from 
sin. When we are truly sorry for our sins and 
trust in Jesus, he will help us stay away from sin. 

?? Why should we want to stop sinning? Allow 
discussion.

If you love God, and you know God hates sin, 
would you keep on doing the things he hates? 
That wouldn’t be very loving, would it? When 
people repent of their sins, it’s because they 
love God, and they want to please him by being 
obedient. 

Refer to the Flip Chart. Luke tells us that Jesus is 
the Son of Man—he was fully man AND fully 
God. He came to seek and to save those who are 
lost in sin. Jesus came to call sinners to repent 
by turning away from their sins and turning to 
him in faith. 

John
Refer to the Flip Chart. Now let’s look at the Gospel 
of John! John was a Jewish fisherman when 
Jesus called him to be a disciple. John became a 
close friend of Jesus.

John 20:30–31
John tells us why he wrote about the things 
Jesus did and said; listen to this. Read the verses. 

There were many other things Jesus did, but 
John wrote about certain things so we would 
know something very important about Jesus. 

?? What did John want us to believe about Jesus? 
He is the what? Jesus is the Christ. 

The word Christ means God chose Jesus to be 
the Savior who would save sinners. Remember, 
the people were waiting for the Savior God 
promised, and John was telling them that Jesus 
was the Savior they were waiting for. 

?? Who did John say Jesus is? The Son of God. 

This does not mean that Jesus is God’s son like 
boys are sons to their dads. It means Jesus is 
God in human form—he was born as a baby and 
grew into a man—but he is also God! 

?? What did John want people to do with this 
news? Believe it. 

?? What would sinners have by believing in Jesus 
Christ? Life in his name.

John wanted the people to know that only Jesus 
can give everlasting life in heaven with him. 

Refer to the Flip Chart. John wrote his Gospel so that 
people would believe Jesus is the Christ, whom 
God chose, and the Son of God, who would save 
them from their sins. 
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Each Gospel tells us something special about Jesus!

Jesus is the King! Jesus came to seek 
and save the lost.

Jesus is the Son of God who 
saves those who believe.

MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN

Jesus was the  
suffering servant.
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