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Gods Miraculous Deliverance 

Exodus 13:17- Exodus 18-27

The Miraculous Journey Through Mt. Sinai 

Exodus 1:1- Exodus 13:16

The Miraculous Revelation at Mt Sinai 
Exodus 19:1- Exodus 40:30
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Exodus 13:1-2  Sanctify  

To "sanctify" means to "consecrate," to "set apart" from a
common to a sacred use. The foundation of this duty rested on the
fact that the Israelites, having had their first-born preserved by a

distinguishing act of grace from the general destruction that overtook
the families of the Egyptians, were bound in token of gratitude to

consider them as the Lord's peculiar property.

 THE FIRST-BORN SANCTIFIED.
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This command was a response to the tenth plague,
where God spared the firstborn of Israel. As a result,
the firstborn were considered to belong to God in a
special way.

The Why

Reference: Ex 12:21-27
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 The firstborn sons were seen as having a sacred role, possibly even ministerial in nature 

 Transition to the Levites in Numbers
 Numbers 3:11–13

 God makes a significant shift
“Behold, I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of every firstborn

Israelite from the womb. The Levites belong to Me, for all the firstborn are Mine.”

This substitution was formalized after the incident of the golden calf (Exodus 32). The
tribe of Levi was the only tribe that did not participate in the idolatry, and they were thus

chosen to replace the firstborn in sacred service

Foundation 
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II Timothy
2:21 

Use Me Lord 
Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good
work (ESV)

I Cor
 6:11 

Cleanse Me And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (ESV)

1 Peter 
1:2 

Expand Me 
According to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be
multiplied to you. (ESV)

Hebrews 
10:10

Da’ Blood And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all (ESV)

Sanctify 
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The Feast of the Unleavened Bread
Leaven itself symbolizes sin and false doctrine, while the absence of leaven
signifies a spiritual cleansing and a life aligned with God's righteousness and
truth

Unleavened bread primarily symbolizes the Israelites' hasty departure from
Egypt and the subsequent Feast of Unleavened Bread. It represents purity,
sincerity, and a new beginning free from the "leaven" of sin.
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Hasty Exodus
 Exodus 12:33–34
Deuteronomy 16:3

The most direct meaning is linked to the
rapid flight from Egypt, where the Israelites
had no time to let their dough rise before
baking it. 

“The Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the
country... So the people took their dough before the yeast was
added...”

“Do not eat it with bread made with yeast, but for seven days
eat unleavened bread, the bread of affliction, because you left
Egypt in haste...”

Purity and Sincerity
1 Corinthians 5:6–8

Unleavened bread represents purity, a pure
heart, and a life devoid of the corruption of
sin. 

“Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of
dough?... Let us keep the Festival, not with the old bread
leavened with malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth.”

New Life & Hope
Romans 6:4
Exodus 12:17

It symbolizes leaving behind past sins and
worldliness to embrace a new spiritual life
centered on God's deliverance and provision

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death
in order that... we too may live a new life.”

“We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death
in order that... we too may live a new life.”

Spiritual Cleansing
Exodus 12:15
Psalm 51:10

The command to remove all leaven from
homes during the Feast of Unleavened Bread
is a metaphor for cleansing one's heart from
sin and living a life of holiness. 

“For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On
the first day remove the yeast from your houses...”

“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me.”
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Hasty Exodus:

What areas of my life require immediate obedience to God's direction?
How can I better trust God's timing, even when it feels rushed or uncertain?
 Have I ever experienced a moment where God called me to leave something behind
quickly?

Purity and Sincerity:

Are there areas in my heart where I am holding onto spiritual 'leaven'?
How can I cultivate sincerity and truth in my daily walk with God?
What does living a pure life look like in my current circumstances?

New Life & Hope:

What past sins or habits do I need to leave behind to embrace new life in Christ?
How has God's deliverance brought hope into my life?
What steps can I take to live more fully in the new spiritual life God offers?

Spiritual Cleansing:

What spiritual 'leaven' needs to be removed from my life today?
How do I regularly practice spiritual cleansing and renewal?
What does holiness mean to me, and how can I pursue it more intentionally?

Self-Reflection Questions
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THE LAW OF THE FIRSTBORN EXODUS 13:11–16 

KEY INSTECTIONS

Historical and Theological Context

Firstborn animals (especially clean animals like
lambs) are to be sacrificed to the Lord.
Unclean animals (like donkeys) must be
redeemed by sacrificing a lamb in their place. If
not redeemed, they must be killed.
Firstborn sons must also be redeemed,
symbolizing their consecration to God.
This practice is to be explained to future
generations as a reminder of how God delivered
Israel with great power.

Rooted in the Exodus Event
The law commemorates the tenth plague, when God
struck down Egypt’s firstborn but spared Israel’s. In
gratitude and remembrance, the Israelites were to set
apart their firstborn as belonging to God.

Symbol of Ownership and Redemption
The act of redeeming the firstborn reflects the idea
that life belongs to God, and redemption is necessary
to restore what is His. This sets a precedent for the
Levitical substitution later in Numbers 3, where the
tribe of Levi replaces the firstborn in temple service.

Teaching Future Generations
God emphasizes the importance of passing down the
story. The ritual serves as a living testimony of God's
power and faithfulness, reinforcing identity and
obedience among the people.
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TAKE-AWAYS 

GODS WISDOM 

God knew that if the Israelites faced war early on,
they might lose heart and return to Egypt. So He
chose a path that would build their faith and
protect them from discouragement.

JOSEPHS BONES CARRIED OUT (GEN 50:25) 

Moses honored Joseph’s request from Genesis
50:25 by taking his bones with them, fulfilling a

long-standing promise that Joseph would be
buried in the Promised Land.

God’s Presence and Guidance

God led the people with a pillar of cloud by
day and a pillar of fire by night, ensuring they
could travel safely and confidently at all times.

These pillars were visible signs of divine
presence, protection, and direction.

SPRITUAL TAKE-AWAYS

God’s Detours Have Purpose
The longer route wasn’t a mistake—it was a
divinely chosen path to prepare the people
spiritually and emotionally.

Faith Over Familiarity
The Israelites had to trust God even when
the way was unfamiliar and longer than
expected.

God’s Presence Is Constant
The pillars never left their place. This shows
that God doesn’t abandon His people, even
when the journey is hard.

THE WILDERNESS WAY- Exodus 13:17-21
After Pharaoh let the Israelites go, God did not lead them through the shortest route to Canaan, which passed through Philistine
territory. Instead, He led them by a longer path through the wilderness, toward the Red Sea.
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God was Pillar of Cloud by Day and Pillar of Fire by Night
Exodus 13:21-22 By day, the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on

their way and by night in a pillar of 
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Pillars

Exodus 14:19–20
The pillar moves between Israel and 
the Egyptian army to protect them.

  1 Kings 7:15–22 
Pillars are used in the Temple, 

symbolizing strength and stability.

Genesis 28:18  
Jacob sets up a pillar to mark the
place where God appeared to him.
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Discussion 
What does the pillar of cloud and fire reveal about God's character?

How do you experience God's guidance in your life today?

What does it mean to trust God in both 'day' (clarity) and 'night' (uncertainty)?

How can we support each other in recognizing and following God's direction?

What are some modern 'pillars' that help you stay connected to God's presence?
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Next Week Exodus 14 
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