In Our Prayers...

A
*Requester’s name is in parentheses

Judy (Susie Puckett) — Judy is a nurse at Needham Elementary in Durango.
She fell down some stairs at her home, suffering broken legs and back. She
was flown to Denver.

Chad Mansfield (Larry McKesson) — Chad’s blood pressure is now under
control. He is back at work and free of the previous troubles.

Jeanie Mooring (Debbie Sutherlin) — Jeanie had shoulder replacement
surgery on March 10. Reports are that the surgery was successful.

Jeff Hopkins (Sandy Hopkins) — Jeff is scheduled for back surgery tomorrow
afternoon in Durango.

Ongoing Health Concerns — Chad Mansfield; Bill Himes; David Frederick;
Rick Hales; Scarlett Siner; Jan McKesson; Bill Harrell; Joe Shattuck; Josh
Martin; Karen Crowson; Terry Wells.

Door for the Word — Ongoing Bible studies & effective means for
spreading the gospel in and around Durango this year.

Additions:

Announcements

Potluck Fellowship Our March potluck is coming up next Sunday,
March 22nd, immediately following worship. Please make plans to stay
and enjoy the family time!

5% Sunday Singing We are hosting brothers and sisters from Four
Corners area congregations for a singing fellowship on Sunday, March 29,
starting at 5:00 p.m. Please plan to participate! We will serve a light supper
afterward.
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How Should Christians Think About Israel Today?
By Peter J. Leithart

How should Christians regard contemporary Jews and the state of
Israel?

We can’t talk about Israel and the Jews without talking about Jesus.
Jesus is the key to getting this right.

Jesus is the true Israel, the seed of Abraham, the heir of all the
promises given to Israel through patriarchs and prophets. The New
Testament couldn’t be clearer on this.

* Matthew quotes Hosea 11:1, a passage about the exodus of
Yahweh'’s son Israel, and says it’s fulfilled in the life of Jesus (Matt
2:14-15).

* This is the core message of Matthew’s entire Gospel: Jesus
recapitulates the history of Israel, but faithfully.

* Israel is the vine transplanted from Egypt (Psa 80; Isa 7:1-7). Jesus
says He's the Vine (John 15:1-11).

« Christ is the seed of Abraham (Gal 3:16), heir of God’s promises of
seed, land, and blessing to Gentiles (Gen 12:1-3).

* All the promises of God are Yes and Amen in Jesus Christ (2 Cor
1:20).

How do we share in the promises God fulfilled in Jesus? By following
Him with relentless faith, loyalty, and love. Since Jesus embodies Israel,
those who are united to Him share His inheritance.

Continued Inside



The Durango Disciple

Scripture Reading: Joshua 8

How Should Christians Think About Israel Today?

Continued from Front Page

This is exactly what Paul says in Galatians. Christ is the seed of
Abraham (Gal 3:16). Those who are baptized are clothed with Christ and,
whether Jews or Greeks, are one in Him. Because we are Christ’s, we're
Abraham'’s seed (Gal 3:27-29).

For this reason, the apostles apply titles and badges of Israelite
identity to the church. The church, Peter says, is the “royal priesthood”
and “holy nation” (1 Pet 2:9-10), quoting from Exodus 19.

We are the true circumcision (Phil 3:3), circumcised with the
circumcision of Christ (Col 2:10-11), a circumcision of the heart by the
Spirit, not the letter (Rom 2:27-29).

Paul draws the inference: If Christians are the “true circumcision,”
then those who are circumcised in the flesh but reject Jesus as Messiah
are the “false circumcision” (Phil 3:2).

Outward Judahites, marked in the flesh by circumcision and
genealogy, are not necessarily true Jews, Paul says (Rom 2:28). Rather,
“he is a Jew who is one inwardly,” marked by the circumcision of the Spirit
(2:29).

If Jesus is Israel, and those who belong to Christ are Abraham'’s seed,
then those who do not belong to Christ are not heirs of the promises to
Abraham.

Non-Christian Jews aren’t in covenant with God. They can’t be. Jesus is
the heir of the covenant, and they aren’t in Him.

This isn’t “replacement theology.” The first-century church is the Israel
that remains after the fruitless natural branches (Jews) have been pruned
and wild branches (Gentiles) grafted in (Rom 11:17-24).

God didn't chop down Israel and plant a new tree. We're branches in
the tree whose roots are Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, branches alongside
Moses and Joshua and David.

None of this, of course, justifies hatred of Jews, or the terrible abuse
and slander Christians have heaped on them over the centuries.

Christians remain strangely entwined with Jews. We share part of our
Bible with them. We tell the same stories of creation, exodus, conquest,
kingship, exile, and return. We love them, and hope they will one day
welcome the Messiah prophesied in their Scriptures.

Nor does the New Testament settle the political question of whether or
not the US should be allied with Israel.

But it deflates that issue: The Bible doesn’t require us to support
Israel, and Christian leaders should form their judgments based on larger
biblical norms and considerations of national interest.
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Sermon Notes

Blooms in the Desert
Luke 4:1-13

. The Wildernessof aNew __________________

. The Wildernessof aNew __________________

Three ___________ to Avoid in the Wilderness
a.
b.
C.
. A Thriving Wilderness __________________

Weekly Bible Reading Schedule

Mar 16 Mon Deut 32 -34
Mar 17 Tue Judges1-5
Mar 18 Wed Judges 6 -9
Mar 19 Thur Judges 10 — 13

Mar 20 Fri Judges 14 — 17
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