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In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while | was in the citadel of Susa, 2Hanani, one of
my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and | questioned them about the Jewish
remnant that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.

3They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great
trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned
with fire.” 4When | heard these things, | sat down and wept. For some days | mourned and fasted
and prayed before the God of heaven. - Nehemiah 1:1-4 NIV

| went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12l set out during the night with a few
others. | had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were
no mounts with me except the one | was riding on. - Nehemiah 2:11-12

‘The days are coming, declares the Lord, ‘when | will bring my people Israel and Judah back
from captivity and restore them to the land | gave their ancestors to possess, says the Lord ." ' -
Jeremiah 30:3

1In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for
him, | took the wine and gave it to the king. | had not been sad in his presence before, 2so the
king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but
sadness of heart.”

| was very much afraid, 3but | said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face
not look sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been
destroyed by fire?”

4The king said to me, “What is it you want?”

Then | prayed to the God of heaven, 5and | answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if your
servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are
buried so that | can rebuild it

6Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take,
and when will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so | set a time.



71 also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may | have letters to the governors of
Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until | arrive in Judah? 8And may |
have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the
gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence | will occupy?” And
because the gracious hand of my God was on me, the king granted my requests. 9So | went to
the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king’s letters. The king had also sent army
officers and cavalry with me. - Nehemiah 2:1-9

‘Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up
on it would break down their wall of stones!” ' - Nehemiah 4:3

‘They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. ‘-
Nehemiah 4:8

‘When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that | had
rebuilt the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time | had not set the doors in the
gates— Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the
villages on the plain of Ono.” But they were scheming to harm me; so | sent messengers to them
with this reply: “I am carrying on a great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop
while | leave it and go down to you?” Four times they sent me the same message, and each time
| gave them the same answer. ' - Nehemiah 6:1-4

'Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God's grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever
and ever. Amen. ' - 1 Peter 4:10-11

‘We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying,
then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then
teach;'- Romans 12:6-7

‘Then | said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have
been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in
disgrace.” | also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said
to me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. “ - Nehemiah 2:17-18

'let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you
day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. | confess the sins we Israelites, including
myself and my father’s family, have committed against you. We have acted very wickedly toward
you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. ' -
Nehemiah 1:6-7



"«

In the last days, God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. ' - Acts 2:17
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But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Be on guard! Be alert ! You do not know when that time will come. It’s like a man
going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned task,
and tells the one at the door to keep watch. ' - Mark 13:32-34

Announcements:

e Sunday Service @ 10 AM. Nursery for children up to age 4 on weeks 2, 3 & 4; KidZone
for ages 5-11.
Girl’s Ministry for grades K-6 on Wednesdays @ 5:30 PM.
Finish Line Youth for ages 12-12th grade Wednesdays @ 7 PM.
May 26th - Special Missionaries, Pastor Isaiah & Heather Mattocks serving Columbia
will be joining us.
June 2nd - Compassion Sunday - A special word from Bob Lucido
June 9th - Special Business Meeting for voting members. We need 1/3 of the 40
members present to have a quorum, but we strongly encourage all to attend. Of those
attending, if 2/3 or more of the votes cast are in favor of Pastor James Louis, he will be
appointed Lead Pastor of New Life Church.

e Pastoral Search Committee Updates
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