
The Legacy of Bethlehem  
The Legacy of Christmas — Week 4 

Devotional 
Day 1: The Significance of Bethlehem 

Reading: Luke 2:1-7 

Devotional:   

Bethlehem might not seem like the obvious choice for the birth of the 
Messiah. It's a small village, overshadowed by Jerusalem's grandeur, yet God 
chose it as the birthplace of Jesus. This wasn't coincidence but divine 
orchestration. God's choice of Bethlehem reflects His tendency to work 
through humble places and situations. This underlines a profound truth: God 
often reveals His greatest works through the least expected avenues. 
Bethlehem's meaning—"house of bread"—is symbolic, as it becomes the 
birthplace of the "Bread of Life," fulfilling God's promise of spiritual 
sustenance through Jesus Christ. 

Application:   

Reflect on areas in your life where you feel insignificant or overlooked. 
Consider how God might work through these situations to reveal His glory. 
Embrace humility, seeking out small acts of love and kindness that might go 
unnoticed by the world but are valuable in God's eyes. Take a moment to 
pray, asking God to help you see His purpose in every aspect of your life, even 
the ones that seem as unimportant as a small village. 

  



Day 2: The Legacy of King David 

Reading: 1 Samuel 17:12; Matthew 1:1 

Devotional:   

Bethlehem is not just renowned for the birth of Jesus; it's also significant as 
the city of David. David began his life as a humble shepherd boy but was 
chosen by God to be king. Despite David's flaws and failures, his heart for 
God solidified his legacy. God's promise to bring the Messiah through David's 
line demonstrates His sovereignty and faithfulness. David's life is a testament 
to God's ability to use our imperfections and stories to fulfill His divine 
purposes. 

Application:   

Identify areas in your life where past failures might hinder you from moving 
forward. Consider how God used David, despite his shortcomings, and trust 
that He can work through your imperfections as well. Pray for a heart like 
David's, one that seeks to glorify God regardless of circumstances. 

  



Day 3: Humility in God's Plan 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 

Devotional:   

God delights in choosing the "foolish" and "weak" things to shame the wise 
and strong. Bethlehem, as a small town, and the manger, as a humble 
birthplace, perfectly illustrate this principle. God wanted to ensure that all 
credit for Jesus's life and mission went to Him and not human design. This 
divine selection teaches us that humility is not a barrier but a conduit for 
God's work. 

Application:   

Reflect on a situation where you might need to adopt an attitude of 
humility. Whether in personal relationships or professional settings, think 
about how stepping back and lifting others up could allow God to work more 
profoundly. Engage in an act of humility this week, seeking to serve or 
uplift someone without expecting recognition. Reflect on how God is 
honored through humble service. 

  



Day 4: The Symbol of the Manger 

Reading: Luke 2:7; John 6:35 

Devotional:   

Jesus's birth in a manger, a feeding trough, symbolically points toward His 
role as our spiritual nourishment. Just as Bethlehem is the "house of bread," 
Jesus is the "Bread of Life," offering redemption and sustenance to all who 
come to Him. This imagery reminds us of God’s provision and His deep 
understanding of our needs. In the manger, we witness a Savior born not in 
palatial splendor but in simple surroundings, emphasizing accessibility to all 
who seek Him. 

Application:   

Spend time reflecting on how Jesus provides spiritual nourishment in your 
life. Pray for a deeper hunger for God's Word and a greater reliance on His 
provision. Reach out to those who may feel distant from God's love, 
reminding them of Jesus's availability and invitation to find sustenance in 
Him. 

  



Day 5: Overcoming Pain and Heartache 

Reading: Matthew 2:16-18 

Devotional:   

Bethlehem's story involves both joy and tragedy. King Herod's horrific decree 
to kill infant boys showcases the grim reality that Satan opposes God's plans. 
Yet, even out of such loss, God brings forth redemption. This narrative echoes 
the broader truth that God is present in our trials and that joy ultimately 
emerges victorious. Our struggles do not have the final say; rather, they are 
woven into God’s greater plan for redemption and victory. 

Application:   

Identify a personal area of pain or challenge where you need God's healing 
touch. Invite God into your struggle, asking Him to transform it into a story 
of hope. Support a friend or family member going through a difficult time by 
offering encouragement and prayer. Let the story of Bethlehem remind you 
that God is at work, even in pain, and seek ways to be a carrier of His hope 
and joy to the lives of others.
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