
Judgment, Mercy, and Response  
5 Day Devotional 

Day 1 
Revelation 5:1–10; Revelation 6:1–8   

Devotional   
Before Revelation ever talks about judgment, it talks about Jesus. That order 
matters. Judgment is not random chaos; it is administered by the One who 
first offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin. In Revelation 5, John weeps 
because no one is found worthy to open the scroll—God’s plan to bring 
history to its conclusion. Then heaven announces: “See, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah… has triumphed.” But when John looks, he doesn’t see a roaring 
lion; he sees “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain.” Power is revealed 
through sacrifice. Authority to judge is given to the One who first chose to be 
judged for us.   
So when the seals are opened in Revelation 6 and the horsemen ride, this is 
not God having a temper tantrum. This is the Lamb finally dealing with a 
world that has persistently rejected His mercy. God “doesn’t send people to 
hell” in a cruel, arbitrary way. He honors what they insist on: life without Him. 
The seals, trumpets, and bowls are God finally saying, “Enough. I will clean 
up the mess of sin.” If you belong to Christ, the same Lamb who opens the 
seals is the Lamb who wrote your name in His book. Judgment for your sin 
has already fallen—on Him. That should shrink fear and grow worship.   

Application   
Reflection: How often do you picture Jesus mainly as gentle and kind, but 
not as holy and just? What kind of feelings rise up in you when you think 
about God judging sin—defensiveness, fear, relief, confusion?   
Action: Choose one “respectable” sin you tend to minimize (e.g., gossip, pride, 
envy, lust in your heart). Write it down and, beside it, write: “The Lamb died 
for this.” Take 3–5 minutes to worship Jesus specifically as both the Lamb 
who was slain and the Judge who is worthy. You can do this silently, out loud, 
or by reading Revelation 5:9–10 as a prayer.   
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, thank You that You are both the Lamb who was slain 
and the only One worthy to open the scroll. Help me see sin the way You see 
it—serious enough that You died for it. Grow in me a deep reverence for Your 
holiness and a deep gratitude that my judgment fell on You at the cross. 
Amen.”   



Day 2  
Revelation 9:13–21   

Devotional   
Revelation 9 is one of the most sobering passages in Scripture. After 
repeated judgments and warnings—after billions have died and terrible 
torment has been unleashed—Scripture says: “The rest of mankind who were 
not killed by these plagues still did not repent…” (Revelation 9:20–21) 
Pain, by itself, does not guarantee repentance. Loss, by itself, does not 
guarantee change. Even when people know God is speaking, they can 
harden their hearts.   
Notice what they cling to: Worshiping demons and idols, Murders, Sorceries, 
Sexual immorality, Theft. In other words, they cling to their self-rule. They 
want their own desires more than they want God—even while the world is 
collapsing around them. That is the terrifying power of a hardened heart.   
This isn’t just “end-times people.” This is the direction any heart drifts when it 
says, “I will not yield.” Pain can drive you toward God or drive you deeper into 
yourself. The same sun that softens wax hardens clay. The message under all 
this is urgent grace: Repent now, while your heart is still capable of 
responding. God warns not to scare you for sport, but to rescue you from 
where unrepentance will ultimately lead.   

Application   
Reflection: When you face pain or loss, how many times have you pulled 
away from God instead of coming closer to Him? How many warnings from 
God—through Scripture, sermons, other believers—have you brushed off 
because change feels costly?   
Action: Ask the Holy Spirit: “Show me any area where I’m refusing to repent.” 
Sit quietly for a few minutes and note anything that comes to mind.  Pick just 
one of those areas and openly confess it to God today. If appropriate and 
safe, confess it to a mature believer you trust for accountability.   
Prayer: “Holy Spirit, protect my heart from becoming hard. Where I’ve 
ignored Your voice, bring conviction and godly sorrow. Help me see the 
emptiness of my idols and the kindness of Your warnings. Grant me real 
repentance—not just words, but a changed heart and direction. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.”   



Day 3 
Revelation 8:1–6   

Devotional   
Heaven is usually described as full of sound—thunder, praise, singing, 
declarations of “Holy, holy, holy.” But when the seventh seal is opened, we 
read:  “There was silence in heaven for about half an hour.” (Revelation 8:1) 
This deliberate silence is not awkward or empty. It is loaded. It is heaven 
holding its breath while the full weight of God’s justice is about to move 
forward.  What else happens during this silence? The prayers of the saints 
are offered up with incense before God (8:3–4), and then the angel takes fire 
from the altar and throws it to the earth—thunder, lightning, earthquake. 
Judgment, in some mysterious way, is intertwined with the prayers of God’s 
people. Their cry for justice, for God’s name to be honored, for wrongs to be 
made right, is not ignored. It is part of what God uses in His final response to 
evil.   
Your life also has “silence before the storm” moments—times when God 
seems to be doing nothing, yet everything in heaven is being readied. Often, 
in those moments, your prayers feel like they’re bouncing off the ceiling. But 
Revelation 8 shows they are actually being gathered, valued, and brought 
into God’s final plan.   

Application   
Reflection: How many times have you mistaken God’s silence for His 
indifference or absence? What kind of emotions rise up in you when God 
does not answer your prayers on your timetable? How often do you consider 
that your prayers may be part of a much bigger story than you can see?   
Action: Choose one long-standing prayer request (for a loved one, justice, 
healing, etc.). Today, instead of complaining about the delay, deliberately re-
offer that request to God with renewed trust. Take 3 minutes of actual silence 
before God—no talking, no music—just presenting yourself and your 
concerns to Him, believing He is near even if He is quiet.   
Prayer: “Lord, when You are silent, help me remember that You are not 
absent. Teach me to trust the pauses in Your plan. Take my prayers—
especially the ones I’ve prayed for a long time—and weave them into Your 
wise, perfect purposes. Strengthen my faith to wait on You without losing 
heart. In Jesus’ name, amen.”   



Day 4 
Revelation 11:15–19   

Devotional   
At the seventh trumpet, heaven erupts:  “The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for 
ever and ever.” (Revelation 11:15) 
This is the great turning point. The kingdoms of this world—broken, corrupt, 
often proud in their independence from God—are decisively reclaimed. Jesus 
doesn’t come back to take sides; He comes back to take over. The elders fall 
down and worship, thanking God not only for His mercy but for His wrath 
(“your wrath has come”). To a Western mind, that can feel strange—thanking 
God for wrath. But if you’ve been wounded by injustice, oppression, violence, 
or evil, you know that a God who never judges is not truly good. Love that 
never confronts evil is not love.   
Then heaven’s temple is opened, and the ark of the covenant is visible. In the 
Old Testament, the ark was hidden behind a veil, accessible only to a purified 
high priest once a year. It symbolized God’s presence, law, and mercy. Now it 
is openly seen.   
Through Jesus—our once-for-all sacrifice and high priest—the veil has been 
torn. The sermon reminded that the temple in heaven is the ultimate reality, 
and Christ’s death opened the way into God’s presence. An awesome, 
terrifying day of judgment is coming, but for those in Christ, that same day is 
the full unveiling of the Kingdom you already belong to.   

Application   
Reflection: How often do you long for God to set things right on earth, versus 
just wanting Him to make your personal life more comfortable? What kind of 
“kingdoms” are you most wrapped up in—career, politics, reputation, 
comfort? How many times do you live as if this present world is ultimate, 
rather than temporary and headed toward Jesus’ rule?   
Action: Identify one area of your life where you are clearly building your 
kingdom more than His (time, money, attention, or priorities). Ask, “What one 
small adjustment could move this area more under Jesus’ rule?” Then make 
that adjustment this week. 
Prayer: “King Jesus, thank You that the kingdoms of this world will become 
Yours. Expose where I am clinging to my own little kingdom. Teach me to live 
now as a citizen of Your coming Kingdom—holy, hopeful, and surrendered. 
Thank You that in You I have access to the very presence of God. Let that 
reality shape my decisions today. Amen.”   



Day 5 
Hebrews 10:19–22; Ephesians 2:18–22   

Devotional   
Because Jesus died and rose again, something astounding is true: “We have 
confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus.” (Hebrews 
10:19) What was once restricted to one high priest once a year is now open to 
you at any moment because of Christ. The veil was torn from top to bottom; 
access is God’s idea.   
And this access is not only individual. The New Testament constantly speaks 
in the plural—“you all.” Together, believers are “a dwelling in which God lives 
by His Spirit” (Ephesians 2:22). The Spirit’s presence is experienced most 
powerfully when God’s people walk in unity, truth, and love.   
This changes how you think about church. It’s not a hobby, an event, or a 
spiritual accessory. It is the community where: God dwells by His Spirit. The 
gospel is proclaimed. The warnings and promises of Scripture are kept alive. 
People are readied for the coming King. When you really believe judgment is 
coming and salvation is real, you don’t drift through life casually. You pray 
differently. You engage with the church differently. You view people who 
don’t know Jesus differently. The sermon ended with a simple question: “Do 
you know someone who needs Jesus?” That question becomes heavy when 
you remember Revelation’s picture of those who refuse to repent.   
You have access to God’s presence. You have His Spirit. You have a church 
family (or the opportunity to be rooted in one). And you have people in your 
life who need Christ. That combination is not an accident; it is your calling.   

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you treat access to God’s presence as 
optional, instead of a staggering privilege? What kind of attitude do you 
usually bring to church—consumer (“what do I get?”) or contributor (“how 
can I love and build up others?”)?   
Action: This week, intentionally pray by name for at least one person you 
know who does not yet follow Christ. Ask God to soften their heart and to give 
you opportunities to show and share the gospel.   
Prayer: “Father, thank You that through Jesus I have direct access to Your 
presence. Forgive me for neglecting this privilege and for treating Your 
church lightly. Fill me with Your Spirit and unite me with Your people. Put on 
my heart those who are far from You, and give me courage and love to pray 
for them and to speak as You lead. Prepare me for the day of Your Son’s 
return, and help me live now in light of that day. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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