
The Preparation of the Bride 
5 Day Devotional 

Day 1 
1 Peter 1:18–19; Ephesians 5:25–27   

Devotional   
In the ancient Jewish wedding, the groom’s family arranged the marriage 
and negotiated a bride price. This wasn’t buying a woman; it was a costly 
sign that the groom and his family valued her and would provide for her. The 
bride price compensated the family for the loss of her presence and labor, 
and it proved the groom was serious. Scripture uses this imagery to explain 
your salvation. God the Father is the one who initiated this “arrangement.” 
Before you were ever born, He had already chosen to set His love on a people 
for His Son (see Ephesians 1:3–4). In a sense, the Father sought a bride for 
Jesus. Then came the price.  
Peter says you were not redeemed with silver or gold but with something 
infinitely more costly: the blood of Christ. At the cross, Jesus paid the bride 
price with His own life. He didn’t just give “a lot”; He gave all. The value of the 
price reveals the value of the bride. And Ephesians 5 tells you why He did this: 
To sanctify you (set you apart); To cleanse you; To present you to Himself in 
splendor, holy and without blemish. If you grasp that, it changes how you see 
obedience, holiness, and your daily life. They are not about “being good 
enough to be accepted”; they are about living as someone already 
purchased, valued, and set apart for a wedding day that’s coming. 

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you see your worth through the lens of your 
failures rather than through the price Jesus paid for you? What kind of 
“bride” do you see yourself as right now: ashamed and unsure, or loved and 
purchased at great cost? 
Action: Sometime today, write down one sentence that starts like this: 
“Because Jesus paid for me with His blood, I will stop believing the lie that I 
am _______ and instead remember that I am _______ in Him.” Put that 
sentence where you will see it (phone lock screen, mirror, journal). 
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, thank You for paying the bride price with Your own 
blood. Help me to see my life, my worth, and my future through that 
sacrifice. Expose the lies I believe about myself and replace them with the 
truth that I am loved, purchased, and set apart for You. Amen.” 



Day 2 
Matthew 1:18–19: Luke 22:19–20: 1 Corinthians 11:25   

Devotional   
In ancient Jewish culture, betrothal was more than our modern idea of 
engagement. It was a legally binding covenant. To break it required a formal 
divorce, even though the couple had not yet come together physically. That’s 
why Joseph, when he discovered Mary was pregnant, planned to “divorce her 
quietly” even though they hadn’t yet lived together. 
During the betrothal ceremony, the bride and groom would share a cup of 
wine, symbolizing their covenant relationship and shared life. When Jesus, at 
the Last Supper, took the cup and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood,” He was intentionally using wedding language. He was, in effect, 
offering a marriage covenant to His people. 
If you belong to Christ, you are covenant-bound to Him. Your relationship 
with Him is not a trial period, not “see how this goes,” not fragile or tentative. 
It is anchored in His blood. He has already pledged Himself to you: He will not 
change His mind about you. He will not casually walk away. He will finish 
what He started in you. 
Your side of the covenant response is faith, love, and allegiance. Like a 
betrothed bride, you are called to live in a way that fits your promised 
marriage. The cup of the covenant is not just a memory of what He did; it is a 
reminder of who you now belong to and where your story is heading—to a 
marriage supper. 

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you treat your relationship with Jesus like a 
casual commitment instead of a binding covenant?  What kind of “cup” are 
you sharing more often—one filled with distractions and compromise, or one 
that reflects real devotion to Christ? 
Action: Before your next meal or drink today, pause and quietly say, “Lord, 
my life is in covenant with You.” Take a moment to renew your personal 
commitment to Him—specifically in one area where you’ve been half-
hearted. 
Prayer: “Jesus, thank You for inviting me into a covenant sealed with Your 
blood. Forgive me for treating that relationship lightly or casually. Strengthen 
my loyalty, deepen my love, and teach me to live each day as someone who 
truly belongs to You. Amen.” 



Day 3  
John 14:1–3; Matthew 24:36   

Devotional   
After the betrothal in a Jewish wedding, the groom returned to his father’s 
house to prepare a place for his bride—an attached room or chamber. He 
could not simply decide on his own when to go back and get her; the father 
had to inspect and approve the preparations and then say, “Go get your 
bride.” Jesus deliberately used this imagery: “In my Father’s house are many 
rooms… I go to prepare a place for you.” “Of that day and hour no one 
knows… but the Father.” 
Right now, Jesus—your Bridegroom—is not idle. He is actively preparing a 
place for you in His Father’s house. At some point known only to the Father, 
He will be sent to come for His bride. 
Meanwhile, the bride in Jewish culture had her own preparation: She 
gathered what she would need for married life. She readied her wedding 
garments. She kept her lamp trimmed and ready because she did not know 
the exact time the groom would arrive. 
Your Groom is preparing a place. Are you preparing your heart? 
Readiness is not fearfully staring at the sky; it is: Staying spiritually awake; 
Guarding against spiritual laziness; Keeping your “lamp” supplied—nurturing 
real fellowship with Him, not just religious activity 

Application   
Reflection: How many days go by where you live with little to no thought 
that Jesus could return at any moment? What kind of “oil” are you actually 
storing—temporary pursuits or deeper walk with Christ? 
Action: Choose one small, sustainable practice to “trim your lamp” this week 
(for example: 10 focused minutes in Scripture each morning, or a short 
intentional prayer walk). Commit to it as an act of preparation, not just a 
task.   
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, thank You that You are preparing a place for me. Teach 
me to live as someone who is also preparing to see You. Keep me awake 
spiritually. Show me where I’m spiritually dull or distracted, and help me to 
keep my lamp burning with real love and obedience. Amen.” 



Day 4 
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18, 5:9; Revelation 3:10   

Devotional   
When the father in a Jewish wedding finally approved the preparation, the 
groom and his friends would set out—often at night—to go get the bride. A 
shofar would sound and a shout would go out: “Behold, the bridegroom is 
coming!” The bride would then be taken from her home to the groom’s 
father’s house for the wedding celebration. 
Paul uses the same kind of language to describe the future moment when 
Christ comes for His church: The Lord descends with a shout; With the 
trumpet of God; The dead in Christ rise first; Then believers who are alive are 
“caught up” to meet the Lord in the air. This is the Bridegroom seizing His 
bride, catching her up to Himself. 
1 Thessalonians 5:9 adds that God did not appoint us to wrath but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Revelation 3:10 speaks of keeping the 
faithful “from the hour of trial” that is coming on the whole world. However 
one understands the exact timing, the point is clear: Jesus’ coming for His 
bride will be sudden, decisive, and merciful. 
The Groom is not indifferent. He will come. He will not forget. The story of His 
bride ends not in abandonment, but in reunion. 

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you think about Jesus’ return as a source of 
fear rather than comfort? What kind of hope are you actually sharing with 
others—vague optimism or the concrete promise that Christ will come for His 
own? 
Action: Today, intentionally encourage one believer with the hope of Christ’s 
return. It could be a short message, call, or conversation: remind them that 
Jesus is coming again and that this world is not the end of the story. 
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, thank You that You will return, that You will catch up 
Your people to Yourself. Shift my mindset from fear to hope when I think 
about Your coming. Help me to encourage others with this promise and to 
live in a way that shows I truly believe You are coming for Your bride. Amen.” 



Day 5 
Revelation 19:6–9; 2 Corinthians 5:10   

Devotional   
Revelation 19 gives a glimpse of the marriage of the Lamb—Jesus and His 
church. The bride is described as having “made herself ready.” Yet the very 
next phrase shows that even this readiness is a gift: “it was granted her to 
clothe herself.” The fine linen represents “the righteous deeds of the saints.” 
Not the deeds that earned salvation, but the deeds that flowed from 
salvation—actions springing from faith, love, and obedience. 
Think of your life now as the season of sewing and stitching your wedding 
garment—not to “earn” the right to be the bride, but to express your love for 
the Bridegroom. Every unseen act of faithfulness, every quiet obedience, 
every costly “yes” to Jesus over sin or self becomes part of that fine linen. He 
gave everything for you. Your righteous deeds—imperfect but washed in His 
blood—become your way of saying back to Him, “You were worth it.” Eternity 
will reveal just how much that mattered. 
This perspective doesn’t crush you with pressure; it frees you from trivial 
living. Your daily choices are not meaningless. They are preparation for a real 
day, a real feast, a real face-to-face meeting with your Savior. 

Application   
Reflection: How many of your recent decisions have been shaped more by 
comfort and convenience than by what will matter at the marriage supper 
of the Lamb? What kind of “linen” are you weaving with your daily choices—
threadbare or rich with loving obedience? 
Action: Choose one concrete, simple act of righteous obedience today that 
costs you something (time, pride, convenience): serving someone, reconciling 
with someone, giving generously, or speaking about Christ. Do it specifically 
as an act of love to your Bridegroom. 
Prayer: “Lamb of God, thank You for inviting me to Your marriage supper. 
Thank You that You clothe me in Your righteousness and that even my small 
acts of obedience can become part of the ‘fine linen’ of that day. Teach me 
to live with eternity in view. Help me to choose what pleases You, not just 
what is easy. Prepare me as Your bride, and use my life to prepare others to 
meet You as well. Amen.”
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