
Apostates  
5 Day Devotional 

Day 1  
Jude 1:3–4, 8–10   

Devotional   
Jude wanted to write an encouraging letter about “our common salvation,” 
but something more urgent was happening: people were infiltrating the 
church who would eventually walk away and try to drag others with them. 
He calls them “dreamers” who defile the flesh, reject authority, and mock 
what they don’t understand. 
Jude’s warning is not given so believers will become paranoid or hateful, but 
so they will become discerning. Some who leave the church never truly 
belonged to Christ (1 John 2:19). Their departure reveals a heart that was 
never transformed. That reality should sober believers—not to fear losing 
salvation, but to take faith seriously and to stay alert to influences that lead 
away from Christ. 

Application 
Reflection: What kinds of voices in your life most often mock or belittle 
biblical faith in daily life (online, at work, among friends)? How frequently are 
those voices appealing more to your desires and feelings than to carefully 
reasoned truth? 
Action: Choose one common mocking idea heard (for example, about the 
Bible, marriage, or the nature of God). Write it down and then, below it, write 
a clear biblical response using Scripture. Keep it short—a few sentences. 
 Limit your exposure today to one source that regularly mocks or belittles the 
faith (a certain feed, show, or account), and use that time instead to read 
Jude slowly. 
Prayer: “Lord, give a discerning heart. Reveal where mockery of Your truth 
has subtly influenced thinking. Guard against people and ideas that defile, 
reject Your authority, and sneer at what they do not understand. Fill with 
Your Spirit so that spiritual things can be spiritually discerned. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.” 



Day 2 
Jude 1:8–9; Romans 12:3; Hebrews 13:17   
Devotional   
Jude contrasts the arrogant apostates with Michael the archangel, who “did 
not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment” against the devil but 
simply said, “The Lord rebuke you.” That’s remarkable. If anyone might feel 
“qualified” to confront Satan directly, it would be an archangel. Yet even 
Michael refuses to step outside the authority God gave him. 
Jude’s point is not that believers should never confront evil; it’s that believers 
must not act as if authority resides in them. Any authority believers have over 
darkness comes from Christ alone. “Not today, devil” on a bumper sticker 
doesn’t move the devil, but the risen Christ does. 
Michael models humility. He knows his place and is secure in it. He does 
what God has given him to do and leaves what belongs to God in God’s 
hands. That is true spiritual maturity: confident in Christ’s authority, unwilling 
to pretend that human or angelic power can replace it. 

Application 
Reflection: In what areas of your life is there the greatest temptation to 
overstep God-given roles or disregard God-placed authority? How many of 
the conflicts you’ve faced recently would look different if Christ’s authority 
were truly trusted instead of grasping for control? 
Action: Identify one authority God has placed in life (a church leader, boss, 
parent, or other). Intentionally express respect today—through a simple 
“thank you,” obedience in a small matter, or supportive words. When 
confronted with spiritual opposition (fear, temptation, lies), consciously 
respond with Scripture and Christ’s authority (“The Lord rebuke you”) rather 
than with self-confident slogans. 
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, all authority in heaven and on earth belongs to You. 
Forgive every way that authority has been overstepped or resisted where You 
have appointed it. Teach how to stay in the lane You’ve assigned and to trust 
You to deal with the enemy. May every word and action rest under Your 
authority, not self. Amen.” 



Day 3 
 Jude 1:11; Genesis 4:1–8; Galatians 1:6–9   

Devotional   
Jude piles up sobering Old Testament examples: Cain, Balaam, Korah. Each 
represents a different flavor of rebellion. Cain’s is especially pervasive in 
modern culture: approaching God on personal terms instead of His. 
Cain and Abel both brought offerings to God. Outwardly, both looked like 
worshipers. Yet God regarded Abel and his offering, but not Cain and his. The 
reason, drawn from Scripture, is not that God disdains grain and loves meat; 
it is that Abel came in obedient faith, while Cain came on his own terms. 
Hebrews 11:4 says, “By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice.” Cain 
wanted to define worship, sacrifice, and obedience for himself—and grew 
angry when God did not accept that. 
True worship comes humbly: “God, tell what You accept. Speak through Your 
Word, not through personal preferences.” The Bible has been understood one 
way for thousands of years; the sudden desire to reinterpret clear teachings 
usually signals that hearts are drifting into the way of Cain. Let His Word set 
the terms. Salvation itself comes on God’s terms—repentance and faith in 
Christ—not on human redefinitions. 

Application 
Reflection: In what areas of your life is there the strongest temptation to ask 
God to bless what is already desired, instead of asking what God actually 
desires?   
Action: Write out a list of your desires and compare them to what God 
actually desires for your life. Investigate verses that show you what God truly 
desires in your life 
Prayer: “Holy God, rescue from the way of Cain. Expose any attempt to 
approach You on personal terms instead of Yours. Where Your Word clashes 
with personal desires or cultural pressure, let Your Word win. Guard from 
‘another gospel’ and anchor in the true gospel of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Amen.” 



Day 4  
Jude 1:12–16; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20; Ephesians 5:25–32   

Devotional   
Jude uses a barrage of images to describe false believers and false teachers: 
hidden reefs, selfish shepherds, waterless clouds, fruitless trees, wild waves, 
wandering stars. The message is clear: they look like they belong, even like 
they lead—but they are empty and dangerous. 
Contrast that with what believers are called to be: Temples of the Holy Spirit. 
Bodies are not toys or trash; they are sacred places where God’s Spirit dwells. 
Defiling the flesh is not just “personal choice”; it is vandalism against God’s 
temple. A marriage-picture of Christ and the Church.  
The building is not the church; people are. God has entrusted each believer 
with a “temple” and with relationships that either point to Christ or distort 
Him. Jude’s dark images of apostates are meant to sharpen the contrast: the 
church must not look like waterless clouds and fruitless trees. 

Application 
Reflection: What kind of “shepherd” do your current patterns of life resemble 
more: one who cares for others or one who mainly looks out for self? How is 
your body currently being treated—as a sacred temple or as disposable, 
purely for self-gratification? 
Action: Choose one concrete way to honor the body as God’s temple today. 
For example, abstain from a known sin pattern, get needed rest, or avoid 
media that tempts toward impurity.   
Prayer: “Lord, protect from becoming a hidden reef in Your church, 
dangerous while appearing harmless. Make this life fruitful, not barren or 
self-indulgent. Teach how to bless, to respect godly authority, and to 
represent Christ faithfully. Help this body and relationships to reflect the 
holiness and love of Jesus. Amen.” 



Day 5 
Jude 1:17–21; 1 John 2:18–19; 1 John 4:4; Matthew 24:12–13   

Devotional   
Some who appear to be among God’s people will walk away. John says those 
who left “were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us” (1 John 2:19). Jesus said, “The one who endures to the end 
will be saved” (Matthew 24:13). Deconstruction is a popular word, but in many 
cases it is less careful examination and more destruction of faith. Jude, 
however, does not call believers to panic; he calls them to perseverance and 
responsibility 
Apostasy is not a surprise to God or to Scripture. Believers are warned in 
advance. Believers are to be rooted in truth, engaged in prayer, and watchful 
over their own hearts. Endurance is not built on human willpower; it is 
grounded in the indwelling Spirit and the finished work of Christ. Those truly 
born again may stumble, struggle, and have dark seasons, but they do not 
finally abandon Christ. God’s preserving grace keeps them, and they 
cooperate by clinging to Christ, His Word, and His people. 

Application 
Reflection: What kinds of stories about people “leaving the faith” most 
unsettle or confuse your heart, and why? How many regular habits are 
currently in place in your life that help build up in “the most holy faith”? Are 
there any gaps? 
Action: Identify one person who has drifted from church or from visible faith. 
Commit to pray for that person by name this week and, if appropriate, send 
one humble, loving message or invitation. Establish or strengthen one 
simple, sustainable habit for endurance (for example, reading a short 
passage from Jude or 1 John daily this week; praying briefly each morning, 
“Lord, keep from falling away”). 
Prayer: “Father, in a time of great falling away, keep in Your love. Build faith 
through Your Word. Help to pray in the Holy Spirit and to stay near Your 
people. For those who have walked away, have mercy and draw them to true 
repentance and faith. Thank You that greater is He who is in believers than 
he who is in the world. Hold fast to the end. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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