
The Fifth Seal 
5 Day Devotional 

Day 1 
Revelation 6:9; Matthew 24:9   

Devotional   
John sees “the souls…under the altar.” That image is deliberate. In the Old 
Testament, the blood of sacrificed animals was poured out at the base of the 
altar. It was a visual sign that a life had been completely given over to God. 
Here in Revelation, these martyrs are “under the altar” because their lives 
have become a living and dying sacrifice to God. They didn’t just “believe 
silently.” They held fast to “the word of God and the testimony they had 
maintained”—and that testimony cost them everything. 
Jesus had already warned about this in Matthew 24:9: “Then you will be 
handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all 
nations because of me.” Faithfulness to Jesus has always carried a cost. For 
some, it means literal death; for others, it means losing status, comfort, 
opportunities, relationships. 
A life laid down for Jesus is never wasted. God receives it, honors it, and 
incorporates it into His redemptive plan. You may never face physical 
martyrdom. But every time you choose faithfulness to Christ over comfort, 
reputation, or convenience, you are moving closer to that altar—closer to a 
life that is fully His. 

Application   
Reflection: How many of your recent decisions have been shaped more by 
comfort and convenience than by obedience to Jesus? What kind of “costs” 
are you currently avoiding because you do not want your faith to affect your 
reputation, time, or comfort? 
Action: Identify one specific area where following Jesus would cost you 
something (e.g., an honest confession, a hard conversation, a sacrifice of 
time or money). Today, take one small step toward paying that cost for His 
sake.   
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, You are worthy of a life fully given. Show where my faith 
has stayed ‘safe’ instead of sacrificial. Teach me what it means to live as an 
offering under Your altar—not in theory, but in real choices. Give me courage 
to value Your ‘well done’ more than human approval. Amen.” 



Day 2 
Revelation 6:10   

Devotional   
The martyrs cry out, “How long?” This is not a petty cry for personal revenge. 
They are not asking God to satisfy their hurt ego. They are appealing to God’s 
character—“Sovereign Lord, holy and true.” Their concern is God’s reputation 
and God’s holiness in a world where evil often seems to win. They see that the 
people of God continue to suffer and die on earth, and they long for the day 
when God’s justice will be fully revealed and evil will finally be stopped. 
Notice what they do with their pain: They bring it upward to God, not 
outward in bitterness toward people. They acknowledge God as Sovereign (in 
control), holy (morally perfect), and true (faithful and reliable), even while 
they still don’t understand the timing. 
God does not rebuke them for asking “How long?” He records their prayer in 
Scripture. That means your cry for justice—when it is rooted in trust, not 
bitterness—is welcome in His presence. You do not have to pretend 
everything is fine. But you also do not have to take justice into your own 
hands. The difference between revenge and holy longing is this: revenge 
says, “I will make you pay;” holy longing says, “God, in Your time and in Your 
way, show Yourself just and holy.” 

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you replay wrongs done to you in your mind, 
planning what you wish you had said or done? What kind of situations most 
trigger in you a desire for personal payback, rather than a prayerful 
surrender to God’s justice? 
Action: Think of one specific wrong or injustice that still stirs up anger in you. 
Today, speak honestly to God about it, and then consciously say, “Lord, I give 
this to You. You are holy and true. I trust You to deal with this in Your way and 
time.”   
Prayer: “Sovereign Lord, holy and true, You see every injustice more clearly 
than I do. You hear every cry. Take the situations that still burn in my heart, 
and keep them in Your hands, not mine. Guard me from bitterness and from 
trying to be my own judge and avenger. Teach me to long for Your justice 
without becoming consumed by revenge. Amen.” 



Day 3 
Revelation 6:11; Revelation 7:9, 13–14 

Devotional   
The martyrs are given white robes and told to wait a little longer. Both 
images matter. White robes in Revelation symbolize purity, victory, and 
Christ’s righteousness credited to His people (Revelation 7:14: “They have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”). These 
martyrs were condemned on earth, but in heaven they are declared 
victorious. The world said, “You lose.” God says, “You win—because you are 
Mine.” 
Their robe is a gift (“was given”). They did not earn it with their courage; it is 
Christ’s righteousness covering them. Their rest is also a gift. “Wait a little 
longer” carries the idea of resting, being refreshed while God finishes His 
plan. Many times, faithfulness to Jesus will not feel victorious. It may feel 
lonely, misunderstood, even foolish. But heaven sees differently. In God’s 
courtroom, perseverance in faith—even when it costs you—is a victory robe in 
the making. 
And the call to “wait a little longer” is not a dismissal. It is an invitation to rest 
in God’s timing. He is not slow; He is precise. There is a “full number” of His 
people who will come in, a perfect plan that will be complete at just the right 
moment. White robes tell you who you are in Christ. Rest tells you what to do 
while you wait: trust, worship, refresh your soul in His presence instead of 
striving in your own strength. 

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you evaluate your “success” as a Christian by 
visible results instead of by faithfulness and obedience? What kind of 
situations make you question whether living for Jesus is “worth it”? 
Action: Set aside 10–15 quiet minutes today specifically as “rest before God.” 
Put your phone away. Read Revelation 7:9–17 slowly, and allow the picture of 
white-robed worshipers to remind you of your true identity and future in 
Christ.   
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, thank You for the white robe of Your righteousness. Help 
me to see myself as You see me, not as the world labels me. Teach my heart 
to rest while I wait for Your timing. Let my measure of success be faithfulness 
to You, not applause or visible results. Refresh my soul in Your presence 
today. Amen.” 



Day 4 
Revelation 6:11; 2 Peter 3:9   

Devotional   
“Wait…until the full number…” That phrase shows something crucial: history is 
not random. God is not reacting. He has a definite plan, a definite people, 
and a definite timeline. The “full number” of martyrs tells you at least three 
things: 
God is sovereign over suffering. Even the timing and extent of persecution 
are not outside His knowledge and control. That does not make evil good—
but it does mean evil cannot escape God’s boundaries or purposes. God is 
patient with the world. 2 Peter 3:9 says God is “not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.” Part of the reason judgment is delayed 
is because salvation is still going out. Your life fits into a larger story. God’s 
redemptive plan is bigger than any one person’s comfort. He is gathering a 
people for Himself from every tribe, tongue, and nation—and even the 
suffering of His people becomes a testimony that draws others. 
Knowing God has a “full number” should not make you passive. In fact, it 
should make you urgent and hopeful. Urgent, because every day is an 
opportunity for someone to be brought into that number. Hopeful, because 
nothing you do for Christ is wasted in God’s plan. You are not responsible for 
the outcome. But you are responsible to be faithful in the part you have been 
given—to fight for God’s glory and people’s souls, trusting that He already 
knows the final score. 

Application   
Reflection: How many times do you use “God is in control” as a reason to do 
less, instead of as fuel to be more faithful and bold? What kind of excuses 
most often keep you from speaking about Jesus or living differently for Him? 
Action: Identify one person in your life who might not know Christ. Today, do 
one simple, intentional thing to move toward a spiritual conversation: send 
an encouraging text with a verse, ask how you can pray for them, or invite 
them to church or a Bible study.   
Prayer: “Father, thank You that my life is part of a much bigger story. You 
know the full number of those who will come to You. Use me in Your plan 
however You choose. Remove my excuses and timidity. Give me love, urgency, 
and boldness to point others to Jesus, trusting that You control the outcome. 
Amen.” 



Day 5 
Luke 9:23–24; Revelation 6:9 

Devotional   
The word “martyr” originally meant “witness.” Over time it came to mean 
someone who dies for their witness. But at its core, a martyr is someone 
whose whole life—living and, if necessary, dying—points to Jesus. 
Jesus lays out what this looks like: Deny yourself – Lay down the right to be at 
the center of your own life. Take up your cross daily – Embrace a lifestyle of 
dying to sin, selfishness, and idols, not just a one-time emotional moment. 
Follow Me – Stay close to Jesus, learning to love what He loves and hate what 
He hates. 
You may never be asked to die violently for Christ. But you are absolutely 
called to die daily—to put to death patterns, desires, and habits that keep 
you from wholehearted obedience. 
The souls under the altar are those who said, “My life is not my own.” They 
were wholly available to God. That is the invitation to you as well. You may 
not be called to a dramatic martyrdom, but you are called to live as a 
witness—someone whose life, priorities, and sacrifices make it clear that 
Jesus is worth everything. 

Application   
Reflection: How many areas of your life are “off-limits” to Jesus—where you 
still insist on your own way, your own timing, or your own comfort? What kind 
of sacrifices are you currently willing to make for Jesus, and what kind are 
you quietly refusing? 
Action: Ask God to show you one specific thing you need to “die to” right now 
(e.g., a sinful habit, a toxic relationship pattern, an addiction, an idol like your 
phone, your image, or your schedule). Write it down, and today take one 
concrete step to surrender it: confess it to a trusted believer, set a boundary, 
delete an app, rearrange your schedule, or seek help.   
Prayer: “Lord Jesus, You carried a real cross for me. Teach me to carry mine 
for You. Show me what needs to die in my life so that Your life can be seen 
more clearly in me. I do not want to be just involved; I want to be committed. 
Make me a true witness—someone whose daily choices point others to You, 
whatever the cost. Amen.”
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