
NEW STRENGTH 
FOR THE BATTLE 

t h e  r e s u l t s  f r o m  s a b b a t i c a l  2 0 1 7  



• Here at The Shoreline Church we believe in the health and productivity of 
pastor’s sabbatical. 

• Pastor’s sabbatical is a time set apart for renewal and refreshment for 
long-run health and productivity. 

• Why is a pastor’s sabbatical needed?

PA STO R’S  S A B B AT I CA L



• Consider these numbers reported by pastors.com regarding pastors (And take note of the title of the article— 
The Battle Wounded): 

• 75% report severe stress causing anguish, worry, bewilderment, anger, depression, fear, and alienation. 

• 80% say they have insufficient time with their spouse. 

• 80% believe that pastoral ministry affects their families negatively. 

• 90% work more than 50 hours a week. 

• 94% feel under pressure to have a perfect family. 

• 1,500 pastors leave the ministry each month due to burnout, conflict, or moral failure.

PA STO R’S  S A B B AT I CA L



• What did you do on sabbatical? 

• We got away from home and truly rested. 

• We read a lot! and some favorites were:  

• Fervent by Priscilla Shirer,  

• Loveology by John Mark Comer,  

• Wild at Heart by John Elderedge,  

• The Battlefield of the Mind by Joyce Meyer  

• Basic Christianity by John R. W. Stott and many more…

PA STO R’S  S A B B AT I CA L



• We worshipped!  We sung to Wonder by Hillsong United.  We attended 3 different 
Hillsong campuses, including LA. 

• We experienced their humility and passion combined into ministry 

• We connected with lifelong friendships we rarely get to see. 

• I wrote 7 chapters of a book, exercised, and lost 22 pounds! 

• We spent extended, unhurried, heart to heart time with Jesus. 

• I caught a glimpse of His heart for the future of this church.

PA STO R’S  S A B B AT I CA L



• The Shoreline Church is growing!  Praise God! 

• Let’s say it another way in battle terms: The Shoreline Church is taking ground 
against the god of this world, capturing people for life in Jesus, advancing the 
Kingdom of God on earth, and proclaiming victory in Jesus Christ. 

• There is a battle going on for the souls of men and women in this 
world and you are engaged in it.  The only question is, do you 
know how to fight?

E N GAG E D  I N  B AT T L E



• In The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers King Theoden of Rohan has come under a 
spell of fear.  Gandalf, Legolas, Gimli, and Aragorn visit him to convince him to 
engage in the impending battle outside the castle walls. 

• King Theoden of Rohan: “I know what you are asking of me.  And I will not risk 
open war” 

• Aragorn: “Open war is upon us, whether you would risk it or not.”

O P E N  WA R



A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on all of God’s 
armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil.  For 
we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and 
authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and 
against evil spirits in the heavenly places.  Therefore, put on every piece of God’s 
armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil.  Then after the 
battle you will still be standing firm.”   

EPHESIANS 6 :10-13



• Ephesians 6:10— A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put 
on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies 
of the devil. 

1. There is a “devil” who is against us as believers and we are called to stand 
firmly against all of his strategies. 

• “Stand” means to hold our ground.  Our first move in the battle is not to be moved 
backwards in our faith.  Our enemy is coming against us. 

B E  ST R O N G



• Ephesians 6:10— A final word: Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on all 
of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against all strategies of the devil. 

2. Our enemy the devil is employing “strategies” against us.  The Bible and Church 
history have shown us many of them including: death and open hostility, 
dissension, sin, complaining and arguing, etc.   

3. But the most effective and often used strategy of our enemy has been deception 
and falsehood.  He is a liar and he uses it against us. 

D EC E PT I O N



• Tell me did the enemy panic As You took up 
that cross 

• Tell me did the darkness cry mercy As You 
rolled back that rock 

• ‘Cause I know Your life is the life in mine 
• I know Your love is the reason why 
• I’ll sing the night into the morning I’ll sing the 

fear into Your praise 
• I’ll sing my soul into Your presence Whenever 

I say Your Name 

• Let the devil know not today 
• Not now not ever again 
• The Bridge 
• Your love stood down death Crushed the 

devil’s head 
• Fear is just a liar Running out of breath 
• The fight beneath Your feet I’m standing on 

Jesus’ Name 
• So let the devil know not today 
• Not now not ever again Jesus

N OT  TO DAY



• Take truth in and live the truth out!  

• Eph. 4:15 says, “speaking the truth” but it is literally “as ones truthing” 

• Engaging effectively in the battle requires us to get truth into our lives 
continuously and get the truth working in our lives consistently. 

1. Study the Bible to get truth into your life.  Knowing God is critical to standing our 
ground. 

2. Speaking the truth OUT LOUD will give victory in the battle. 

3. Praying the truth OUT LOUD will give victory in the battle. 

T RU T H I N G



“We simply don’t have the luxury of playing nice with prayer. Not if we want things to change. 
Not if we want to be free—from whatever’s keeping us held down and held back. Not if we 
want our hearts whole and thriving and deep and grounded . . . different. Not if we want to 
reach our destinies and experience God’s promises. Not if we want our husbands and children 
living out what God has called them to do and be and become. Not if we want a fence of God’s 
protection around us. Not if we want to bear the unmistakable mark of His favor upon us. Not 
if we want the devil and his plans to go back to the hell where they came from.”   

PRISCILLA SHIRER 
fervent :  a  women’s  batt le  p lan to ser ious ,  speci f ic ,  and strategic  prayer



Then he said, "Don't be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray 
for understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your request has 
been heard in heaven. I have come in answer to your prayer.   

DANIEL 10 :12


