Sermon Notes

October 18, 2020

A Withered Warning and True Faith
Matthew 21:18-22
18
In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he
went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And
the fig tree withered at once.
When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” 21 And Jesus
answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to
the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And
whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
20

1. Always read in context
John 4:34
34
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.
Galatians 3:23
23
Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be
revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by
faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all
sons of God, through faith.
John 15:5-6
5
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

2. Interpret in light of Christ
Matthew 6:31-33
31
Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we
wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them
all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
John 15:20a
20
Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me,
they will also persecute you.
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John 15:7-8, 16
7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By
this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 16 You did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so
that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

3. How should we then live?
Habakkuk 3:17-18
17
Though the fig tree should not blossom,
nor fruit be on the vines,
the produce of the olive fail
and the fields yield no food,
the flock be cut off from the fold
and there be no herd in the stalls,
18
yet I will rejoice in the LORD;
I will take joy in the God of my salvation.
Mark 11:25
25
And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also
who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.”
Matthew 9:37-38
37
Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray
earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
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