Sermon Notes

November 1, 2020

Terrible and Wonderful – Is it Marvelous in Your Eyes?
Matthew 21:33-46

1. Listen to the history and the prophesy in this parable. Vss. 33 – 39
Matthew 21:33-39 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence
around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34
When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And
they did the same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 39
And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
a. See the wickedness of the past committed by the “Vine.”
Isaiah 5:1-2 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a
very fertile hill.2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;
Psalm 80:8-9 You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.9 You cleared the ground
for it; it took deep root and filled the land.
Hebrews 11:35-38 Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36
Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—
38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the
earth.

b. See the wickedness Jesus predicts.
Matthew 20:18-19 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief
priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and
flogged and crucified….”
Matthew 26:3-4 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose
name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.
John 11:53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.
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2. What do you think should be done? Vss. 40 – 41
Matthew 21:40-41 When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said
to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the fruits in their seasons.”
a. Jesus asks them.

b. Jesus asks you.

3. Is what he has done “Marvelous in your eyes?” Vss. 42 – 46
Matthew 21:42-46 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I
tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the
one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the
chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And
although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.
a. The Cornerstone has come.
Psalm 118:22-23 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.23 This is the Lord's doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes.
Isaiah 53:5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
Acts 4:10-12 Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11
This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

b. The Kingdom has been taken away from them (Israel) and has been given to you! (v. 43)
Daniel 2:35, 44-45 But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth…
And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed… It shall
break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 45 just as you saw that a
stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the
silver, and the gold.
Genesis 12:2-3 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Ephesians 2:19-22 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of William Hendrickson and James Boice.
Would you like a digital version of today’s sermon? It is available at bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. This website enhancement is the result of a
recommendation from our church family. Thank you! Have ideas, we’d appreciate your input at NSCCOysterBay@gmail.com
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