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Jesus, The Ransom, is the Servant of All.  Now You Serve. 
 

Matthew 20:17-28  And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he 

said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 

and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged 

and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.” 

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him 

for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are 

to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not know what 

you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to 

them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers. 

25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 

must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man 

came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

1. Jesus discloses to us his primary mission: to die and rise again as a ransom for many. 
 

Matthew 16:21  From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

Matthew 17:22-23  As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be 

delivered into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were 

greatly distressed. 

Matthew 26:1-4  When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2 “You know that after two 

days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered up to be crucified.” 3 Then the chief priests and 

the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together 

in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4   For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 

the Scriptures, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Blind ambition lurks in our hearts, like “the lords of the Gentiles.” 
 

1 Peter 5:5  Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 

toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

James 4:6  But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Psalm 138:6  For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he knows from afar. 
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3.  Jesus does not reprimand your desire "to be great." Instead, he dramatically redefines it. 
 

Matthew 20:25-26  “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise 

authority over them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 

servant, 

Matthew 23:12  Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 

2 Corinthians 4:5  For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants 

for Jesus' sake. 

1 Peter 5:3   …not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Have you been "served" by Jesus? Then you love him and then you serve. 
 

Matthew 20:27  and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not 

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

John 13:14-15   If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 

feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 

1 Peter 4:10-11  As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 11 

whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 

supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

He who would be great would be a servant. 

1 Corinthians 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of Jack Miller and Edmund Clowney. 

 

Would you like a digital version of today’s sermon? It is available at bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. This website enhancement is the result of a 

recommendation from our church family. Thank you! Have ideas, we’d appreciate your input at NSCCOysterBay@gmail.com 


