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Back Down the Mountain: Questions, struggles and distress. 

Matthew 17:9-23 (p. 978 in the pew Bible) 

 

1. Timing is really important. Vss. 9-13 

 
Matthew 17:9-13  And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, 

until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 10 And the disciples asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that 

first Elijah must come?” 11 He answered, “Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 12 But I tell you that 

Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of 

Man will certainly suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the 

Baptist. 

Malachi 4:5-6  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 

And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and 

strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

2 Peter 1:17-18  For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by 

the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice 

borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 

Matthew 20:28  even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 
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2. Have faith that moves mountains. Vss. 14-20 

 
Matthew 17:14-21  And when they came to the crowd, a man came up to him and, kneeling before him, 15 said, 

“Lord, have mercy on my son, for he has seizures and he suffers terribly. For often he falls into the fire, and often 

into the water. 16 And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal him.” 17 And Jesus answered, “O 

faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him here to 

me.” 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was healed instantly. 19 Then the 

disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?” 20 He said to them, “Because of your 

little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 

‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you.” 

Acts 2:22  “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works 

and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know 

Matthew 10:5-8  These twelve Jesus sent out instructing them… but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, 

cleanse lepers, cast out demons.  

2 Corinthians 12:12  The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with utmost patience, with signs and 

wonders and mighty works. 

Mark 9:29  And he said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 

Hebrews 11:6  And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe 

that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

 

a. Jesus is NOT teaching us how to cure epilepsy or demon caused suffering. 

 

 

b. Jesus is calling us to have faith that can “move mountains.” 

 

 

 

3. Let the gospel distress you and then comfort you. Vss. 22-23 

 
Matthew 17:22-23  As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be 

delivered into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were 

greatly distressed. 

Romans 8:32  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? 

Acts 2:22-24  “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 

works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 

lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 

1 Peter 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In preparation for this message Pastor John is grateful for the insights of James Boice, Dan Doriani, Ligon Duncan and the ESV Study 

Bible. 

 

For a digital version of today’s sermon, go to bit.ly/nsccsermonnotes. For a digital version of the 2020 Bible Reading Plan in 1 year or 2 

years, go to bit.ly/1YearBibleReadingPlan. 


