
Describe an instance in which you have
observed someone expressing their desire
for the ministry of a high priest - to
represent one to God faithfully.

In what ways have you expressed this
desire in your own life apart from Christ?
What has been your experience when you
have put your trust in “lesser priests?”
Why is it important to you that you are
dealt gently with when you “go astray
through ignorance?”

How do you show mercy and grace to
others, deal gently with them, when they
“go astray through ignorance?”
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We have an essentia l ly  universal  desire for the ministry of  a high pr iest  -  to be
represented faithful ly  before God,  and therefore to be known by God.  Within that
desire we can recognize that we desire a high pr iest  who is  l ike us;  one who
understands our l i fe and s ituat ion because he has s imi lar  experience.  At the same
time,  one who is  not l ike us;  one who has been clear ly cal led and set apart  by God
for the specif ic  work of  offer ing gifts  and sacr if ices for s in.  Jesus uniquely and
perfect ly fulf i l ls  the qual i f icat ions required in any high pr iest ,  and the desire we
have for a high pr iest .  The path to his  appointment as high pr iest  lay not a long the
way of l ineage,  but a long the way of suffer ing.  Although a Son,  he learned
obedience and perfect ly completed that obedience in his  suffer ing and death on
the cross.  Through his  death he became the source of eternal  salvat ion and was
appointed by God “a pr iest  forever.”  Jesus Christ  is  our forever-pr iest  who has
secured for us a forever-salvat ion.

S U M M A R Y

F O R  G R O U P S
God has made a promise concerning the
Son that cannot be revoked - he is “a
priest forever.” How does this promise
give you confidence in the gospel?

How does Christ’s obedience to
completion, through suffering, encourage
you?

How can you grow in obedience and
Christ-likeness through suffering?


