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The Song of Solomon 8:5-14  
Till Death Do Us Part 

UNDERSTANDING THE PASSAGE 

1. Main Idea of the Passage: Solomon finishes the book by speaking about how to maintain love 
that lasts until death – extraordinary-ordinary love requires community and commitment, but 
also confidence in how the story ends. 

2. Melodic Line of the Book: God is love and The Song of Solomon sings of that love, revealed in 
human marriage, a gloriously-intimate bond between God and His people. 

KEY WORDS/THEMES 

1. Love (ʾahaḇāh) vv. 6, 7 — in this context it refers particularly to the love between a woman and 
a man, “her love is so total and so strong that she wants their mutual possession of each other 
to be as lasting as life” (Kinlaw - EBC). 

2. Peace (šālom) v. 10 – safety, prosperity, well-being; intactness, wholeness; peace can have a 
focus of security, safety which can bring feelings of satisfaction, well-being, and contentment. 
The woman brings this ‘contentment’ to her husband by maintaining her chastity and 
monogamy. 

3. Vineyard (kerem) vv. 11, 12 – used in a metaphorical sense here to refer to the woman’s 
sexuality/heart (see also 1:6, compare also to the image of the ‘garden’ in 5:1; 8:13). 

STRUCTURE/OUTLINE OF THE SERMON 

I. Introduction 
II. The Text 

A. Love is extraordinarily ordinary. (8:5-7) 
1. Ordinary Love (8:5) 
2. Extraordinary Love (8:6-7) 
3. Extraordinary-Ordinary Love on Display 

B. Love cannot thrive in isolation and laxity. (8:8-12) 
C. Love is eschatological. (8:13-14) 

III. A Simple Menu of Finely Made Dishes OR How to Let God Shine On Our Marriages (and General 
Lives) 
A. Stay 
B. The marriage two-step: repent and forgive. 
C. The churched marriage 
D. The Bible-marinated marriage 
E. The marriage in the middle 
F. This applies to the un-married. 

IV. Conclusion 
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GOSPEL CENTRALITY 

As wonderful as Christ-centered marriage is, it is not enough. The Christ of the marriage is 
enough. It is a mixture of longing for and waiting for Jesus and also living that into our marriages 
and lives that enables two sinful and broken people to be married joyfully, meaningfully, and 
transformationally until death do us part. 

KNOWING AND BEING KNOWN 

• Stay: Do you find yourself often seeking the next new or better thing? As you seek a life that is 
characterized by a long obedience in the same direction, what are practices that have helped 
you trace your life back to the gospel? 

• Repent and forgive:  For what attitudes and actions do you need to repent? To whom do you 
need to offer forgiveness? 

• Embedded in a local church: Is it your habit to seek isolation or community? With whom are 
you regularly sharing your life? Is your life ‘embedded in the local church?’ Is there someone 
specific that the Lord has placed on your heart who might need community? Or someone you 
should seek out that might help you grow in your walk with Christ? 

• Formed by Scripture: What are the regular habits that allow Scripture to form you? Do you 
believe in the sufficiency of Scripture for your life? 

• Life in the middle: How often do you think about heaven? How do your thoughts of the New 
Creation shape how you live in the middle? 

RESPONDING IN PRAYER 

• Thank God that the promises He has made in Jesus will be promises that He keeps — that He 
will be our God and we will be His people. 

• Ask God to help us believe His promises in the meantime — knowing that nothing can separate 
us from the love of Christ. 

• Pray that we as a community would be able to disciple one another in healthy sexuality and 
that individuals would be committed to biblical sexuality while remaining rooted in Jesus.  

• Pray for those among your family, friends, and community who have not put their trust in 
Jesus, that they would give themselves to the One who loves them with an extraordinary love.


