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Life Group Questions - Ephesians 2:10 
UNDERSTANDING THE PASSAGE 

1. Main Idea of the Passage: Since we are God’s workmanship through salvation, we ought to walk in the good 
works he has prepared for us. 

Outline 

1. Our peculiarity: We are a new creation, his workmanship 
2. Our purpose: Created in Christ Jesus for good works 
3. Our position: That we should walk in them 

Interpretation Help 

1. The context of Ephesians 2:1-10: This passage begins with our description as those who are born “dead in the 
trespasses and sins in which you once walked” (2:1-2) and ends describing the Christian life as one marked by 
“good works…that we should walk in them” (2:10). So the thrust of this passage is about how we go from walking 
in bad works to walking in good works, and the only way that can happen is by receiving the grace of God in the 
new life that is in Christ Jesus. 

2. How good works fit into our grace-and-faith salvation: “Good works flow from what God does in us, rather than 
God’s work in us flowing from our works. God redeemed Israel before he gave them commandments (Ex 20:1); it 
was always his purpose for good works to flow from his grace, even if Israel (like many people today) did not 
always grasp that point (Deut 5:29; 30:6, 11-14). Most Jewish people in Paul’s day agreed that they were saved 
by God’s grace in the covenant, but they did not extend this idea to non-Jews, who could not inherit the covenant 
by virtue of birthright." (IVP New Testament Background Commentary). 

3. From death to life: “This summary partly echoes the language of the debates in Galatians and Romans about 
justification by faith without commitment to the Mosaic law. The point Paul makes here, however, is a rather 
different, although complementary, one. He says that the salvation which we have already experienced, in our 
transfer from ‘death’ to ‘life’ in union with Jesus, is a dramatic disclosure of God’s gracious power, precisely 
because it derives totally from him. It is not the product of, nor the reward given to, our works; it is the gift of 
God to faith. (Paul’s Greek does not suggest he is saying that the faith too is purely God’s grace, though that 
may be implied by other considerations.) This, Paul hastily clarifies, does not mean works are unimportant. But 
our former life and works only contributed to the predicament from which we needed to be delivered. By 
contrast, v 10 elaborates our salvation in terms of God’s new creation of us in Christ (cf. 2 Cor. 3-5; 5:17; Gal. 
6:15). We are thus, with Jesus, the firstfruits of the new creation and have been made so in order that we may 
indeed be able to do truly good works. This will be explained more fully in 4:17-6:20” (IVP New Bible Commentary). 

Gospel Centrality 

1. This verse contains one of Paul’s favorite phrases, one he uses especially often in Ephesians, “in Christ”. We are 
created — indeed, newly created (2 Cor. 5:17) — in Christ. What that means is that by virtue of the unity we gain 
with Christ through faith, we begin to take part in his new resurrection life. On account of this privilege, we are 
able to walk in newness of life, and able to do good works that please God. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Warming Up 
1. What are some good works that you enjoy doing? What are some good works that are hard for you to do? What 

kind of good have you wanted to do, but haven’t done yet? 

Staying on the Line of Scripture 
1. How is Ephesians 2:10 not in contradiction to 2:8-9? How do we read these verses without thinking that good 

works are a requirement for salvation? How do we read these verses without thinking that good works are 
optional?  

2. What does Paul say about the “good works” he calls us to? How do these descriptions change the way you view 
good works? How do these descriptions inspire you to walk in these good works? 

Letting the Text Shape our Framework 

1. When you read the word “walk” in Scripture, most of the time it means just how you live, your everyday life. So 
Paul is connecting our everyday life (our “walk”) to the good works we have been called to do. 
1. Do you tend to think of good works as something that is a part of your everyday life? Or do you think of 

them as something out of the ordinary? Why? How does your view affect the way you do good works? 
2. If you had more of an “everyday life” view of good works, how would that change the way you live? 

Traveling Through the Cross 

1. Read through Ephesians 2:1-10 as a Life Group. 
1. How many times do you see the phrase “in him/in Christ” or “with him/with Christ”? What does it say God 

has done in Christ? Are any of these ideas new or surprising to you? 
2. How might seeing these ways God has saved us through Christ lead you to follow Jesus differently? 

Applying This Passage to our Lives 
1. Doing good works at work. (These questions are from the Where We Work Survey.) 

1. Is there an area of your work where you’re unsure how the gospel is applied? 
2. In your estimation, what is one of the biggest challenges in applying the gospel to the tasks and vision of 

everyday work? 
2. Who you worship defines who you are and governs what you do. 

1. When you are in a worshipful attitude toward God, how does that affect the way you live? What good works 
do you find yourself more naturally drawn to? 

2. What would others say is the most important thing in your life, based on what you talk about or are focused 
on the most? Is this think an idol in your life? What idols have been creeping into your life lately, and how do 
you need to repent and recenter your life around Christ? 

3. We don’t do ministry for God, we do ministry with God. 
1. How does the idea that we do ministry with God encourage and empower you? 
2. How does this idea change the way you think about ministering to your neighbors? Your family? Your 

coworkers and classmates?


