
 

What Will It Cost Me 

to Follow Jesus? 
2 Timothy 2:14–26  

 
 

STICKY STATEMENT: When our convictions turn into commitments, our 
beliefs will turn into behaviors. 

“Everybody has convictions. The question is whether yours  

have ever cost you anything.” 
 

“If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, 
take up your cross, and follow me.” (Matt. 16:24 NLT) 

 

WHAT WILL IT COST ME TO FOLLOW JESUS? 
 

1.  IT WILL COST ME MY RIGHT TO BE IN ______________.  (vv. 14–19) 
Before following Jesus costs you your comfort or reputation, it costs you 

the driver’s seat. 

“Correctly handles” = orthotomeō — “to cut straight.” I don’t cut corners 
with God’s Word or pick the parts I like. I put my life under its authority. 
 

Who is the authority in your life — you or Jesus? 
“Live your truth” isn’t new — it’s the same song the serpent sang in the 

garden, and it’s been leading people to death ever since. 
 

You can trust God’s Word because it is DIVINELY REVEALED: 

40 authors • 1,500 years • 3 continents • 3 languages • 1 unified story 

Written down by men — breathed out by God. (2 Tim. 3:16) 
 

2.  IT WILL COST ME MY RIGHT TO MY OWN __________.  (vv. 20–22) 
Two kinds of vessels, two ways to live: a clean vessel — set apart, useful 
to the Master, ready for any good work — or a dirty vessel, not set apart 

and not ready to be used. 

You can’t follow Jesus and follow your cravings at the same time.  
One of them has to go. 
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“Cleanse” = a complete purge. Stop seeing how close you can get to 
the edge — start seeing how close you can get to Jesus. 

 

“Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” (v. 22) 

 

“Flee” = pheugō — run like a fugitive 
 

RUN FROM — whatever feeds your cravings. 
Physically (Gen. 39) • Mentally (Phil. 4:8) • Visually  • Biblically (Ps. 119:9, 11) 
 

RUN TO — righteousness, faith, love and peace. 
It’s not enough to run from something; you have to run to someone. 

RUN WITH — those who call on the Lord. 
CONNECT — Life Group / Triad   COMMIT — real relationships   

CONFESS — get honest 
 

You can’t win over sin in isolation. Who are your “spiritual spotters”? 
 

3.  IT WILL COST ME MY RIGHT TO BE ______________.  (vv. 23–26) 
“The Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome, but kind to everyone, able 

to teach, not resentful.” (v. 24) 

“Gently instructed” = power under control. I know the truth, but I choose 
to speak it in love — just like Jesus did. 

 

DO THE WORD — JAMES 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word, and 
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

Where in your life are you still in the driver’s seat, telling God,                
“Not this area — I’ve got this”? 

What’s one craving you’ve been playing close to the edge with…          
instead of running from it? What’s one step you’ll take this week to put 

distance between you and it? 

Who is your “Colin”? Who’s one person far from God you could love, lean into, and 
listen to this month? 

What’s one thing Jesus is asking you to lay down today — your control, a 
craving, or your need to be right? 
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