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APOLOGETICS: the defense of the faith; the Greek word “apologia”
means “defense” as a lawyer gives at a trial.

Sticky Statement: Our mission is to love people THROUGH the
gospel not just TO the gospel!

“More than 4 in 10 church attenders (43%) say they feel a “personal
responsibility to share their beliefs about Jesus Christ with non-Christians.” But
when asked how many times they’d shared with someone how to become a
Christian,” (78% say none)

If we're going to change the LENSES of how we share our faith we have to
learn to live out a RELATIONAL APOLOGETIC not just a RATIONAL
APOLOGETIC. It can't just be a GO & SHARE, it must also be a GO & SHOW.”

“so, we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to
share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well.” 1 Thess. 2:8

THE LIFE OF JESUS GIVES US 3 WAYS TO LIVE OUT A
RELATIONAL APOLOGETIC:

1. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE AND
FROM GOD AND ACCEPT THEM. JOHN 4:3-15

“So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. * Now he had to go
through Samaria...” Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, ' but whoever drinks the water | give them will never

thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will become in them a spring of

water welling up to eternal life...*° So when the Samaritans came to him, they
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. *' And because of his
words many more became believers. "v3-4, 13-14, 40-41

“You can’t judge someone and love someone at the same time.”

People aren’t projects to fix; they are people to love!
Q: When was the last time someone who was FAR FROM GOD

was startled by your love and acceptance?

2. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE AND
FOR THEM. JOHN 11, 2 COR. 1:3
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What matters to YOU - matters to GOD!

3"When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 3* And he
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see."® Jesus wept. ¥ So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” v33-35

4 "Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and
had seen what Jesus did many believed in him.” v45

CARE or COMFORT = “Responding to a hurting person with words,
feelings, and touch. To hurt with someone who is in pain.” It sounds like:

e “lt really hurts my heart to know that you are going through ...
| just want you to know | care.”

e “I’'m so sorry you are going through that ...
| just want you to know | am here to walk with you through ...

3. LOOK FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE AND
THEM. MARK 4

“37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so
that it was nearly swamped. *® Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a
cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you
care if we drown *” He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the
waves, “Quiet! Be stilll” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm.*° He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do
you still have no faith?”#' They were terrified and asked each other,
“Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!.” v37-41

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. ”
Galatians 6:2

We have to love people through the gospel
NOT just to the gospel.

DO THE WORD: What weight are you carrying?
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”

God, | know I'm carrying the burden and weight of ...... Today | cry out to
you God and declare that | NEED YOU and your strength and your support to
keep going through what I’'m going through. Thank you, Jesus, for meeting
me right where | am.

Now come forward and share this burden with an elder or leader in the
K church and receive prayer and support. /
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