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Christmas at the Movies 

A Christmas Carol 
December 9, 2018 

 

PRE-SERVICE VIDEO  

 

Feature – Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas  
Congregational Song – O Come Emmanuel   

 

Announcements – Shannon  
Feature – All I Want for Christmas / Offering  

 

 

Good morning everyone, I’m so glad 

you’re with us today as we continue 

“Christmas at the Movies” with my 

favorite Christmas movie of all-time: A 

Christmas Carol.  

 

I’m curious, how many of you have seen 

this story either in movie form or as a 

live stage production? 
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That’s great … and it means that we all 

pretty much know how the story goes.  

 

A miserly and miserable old man by the 

name of Ebenezer Scrooge … 

 

 Is visited on Christmas Eve by the 

ghost of his deceased partner, Jacob 

Marley. 

 

 Who tells him that three other 

spirits will visit him. 

 

 Scrooge then encounters those 

spirits – the Ghosts of Christmas 

Past, Present and Yet-to-Come. 

 

 And then, as a result of his 

experience with those spirits, 

Scrooge becomes a new man. 
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It’s a simple plot, really, but I think the 

reason we love it so much is that it’s the 

classic redemption story. And we, as 

human beings, want to believe it. We 

want to believe that it’s possible for 

even the hardest of hearts to be 

softened; for the hardest of men and 

women to be transformed.  

 

Of course, the way Scrooge’s 

redemption and transformation takes 

place is what makes it interesting … and 

appropriate, at least, as far as our 

purposes in this series. 

 

If you were here last week for our first 

movie, National Lampoon’s Christmas 

Vacation, you may remember that the 

main takeaway was to “give attention to 

the spiritual dimension” not only of 

Christmas but of your entire life. For if 
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you don’t invest in that part of your 

being, you might find your life full of 

people, materialism and activity (like 

Clark Griswold) but also devoid of any 

true meaning (like Clark Griswold). 

 

And A Christmas Carol takes that idea a 

step further because Scrooge is literally 

forced to give attention to that 

dimension. 

 

So let’s get into it. 

 

We just heard the band do “All I Want 

for Christmas is You” which is not only 

a great song but also a great way to 

describe the invitation that Scrooge 

receives to Christmas dinner from his 

nephew Fred.  

 

As we watch this clip, pay close 
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attention to what Scrooge thinks 

Christmas is really all about. 

 

Check it out. 

 

Video Clip – 01 I WANT NOTHING FROM YOU (1.8 

min) 

(Begin) Fred: “A Merry Christmas, 

Uncle! God save you!” 

(End) Scrooge: “Good afternoon! Good 

afternoon!” 

 

 

What a great scene – the joy and 

generosity of Fred – “I want nothing 

from you … I just want you” – contrasted 

with Scrooge’s bitter spirit of “humbug” 

not just about Christmas but also about 

love.  

 

That’s important to remember – we’ll 
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come back to it in a bit – but what’s more 

important at this point is Scrooge’s 

assertion that Christmas is really just “a 

time for balancing your books and 

finding every item dead against you.” 

 

Little does he realize how prophetic 

those words will turn out to be. For that 

very night … 

 

 The books of his own life will be 

balanced 

 And every item will be found dead 

against him …  

 

… which is reminiscent of Jesus’ words 
about another rich and foolish man:  

 

“This very night your life 

will be demanded from 

you. Then who will get 
what you have prepared for 
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yourself?” 
 

This is how it will be with 

whoever stores up things 
for themselves but is not 

rich toward God. Luke 

12:20-21 (NIV) 
 

But we’re getting ahead of ourselves 

because what’s most important at this 

point in the story – what Charles 

Dickens wants us to explain to us first –  

is how Ebenezer Scrooge became such a 

miser and a humbug. 

 

Becoming “Scrooge” 

 

And that’s the purpose of the visit from 

the Ghost of Christmas Past who, 

despite Scrooge’s protests, takes him on 

a journey through the shadows of 

several events that have impacted his 
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life.  

 

In the interest of time, we’re going to 

look at only two of those, the first of 

which happens at a Christmas many 

decades earlier when Scrooge is still a 

boy. 

 

As we watch this scene, listen for the 

two thoughts that have profoundly 

shaped his view of the world. 

 

Video Clip – 02 LIFE IS HARD (1.0 min) 

(Begin) Scrooge: “That’s my old school.” 

(End) Scrooge: “Life is hard!” 

 

The two ideas that have ruled Scrooge’s 

life are … 

 

 “I wasn’t wanted.” 

 “Life is hard.” 
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“And therefore,” Scrooge could have 

added, “I have to be hard, too, to protect 

myself from the pain of rejection” … 

 

… which explains why, in spite of the 

fact that there are good and happy 

moments that follow this stage of his 

life (where Scrooge is mentored by the 

wonderfully generous Fezziwig and falls 

in love with the beautiful Belle) … 

 

… to protect himself from pain and to be 

strong, Scrooge turns more and more to 

the one thing in this world that he 

believes can be trusted above all else: 

money – a choice which costs him dearly 

as we see in this next scene. 

 

As we watch, pay close attention to how 

“old” Scrooge tries to interact with 
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“young” Scrooge.  

 

And if you feel the need to rub your eyes 

during this clip, we know it’s only a 

speck of dust. 

 

Video Clip – 03 RELEASED (2.0 min) 

(Begin) Belle: “Our promise to marry is 

an old one.” 

(End) Belle fades in the distance 

 

That scene makes me tear up every time 

I watch it.  

 

Can’t you just hear the pain and regret 

in old Scrooge’s voice? He’s not happy in 

the life he’s chosen. 

 

But young Scrooge can’t go after Belle 

because not only is he paralyzed by the 

fear of what he experienced as a boy, he 
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has come to trust money more than love 

… which leads to even more rejection, 

this time, ironically, from someone who 

truly does love him … 

 

… which explains why, when Fred tells 

him earlier that he married because he 

“fell in love,” Scrooge declares that to be 

a “humbug” almost as terrible as 

Christmas! 

 

But there’s one more factor that has 

played a big part in creating Scrooge’s 

warped identity and it’s revealed in a 

very short scene that follows the one we 

just saw. 

 

Let’s watch. 

 

Video Clip – 04 QUENCHING THE SPIRIT (0.7 min) 

(Begin) Scrooge: “No more. Show me no 
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more.” 

(End) Scrooge crushes the light 

 

And now we understand why Ebenezer 

Scrooge is such a “scrooge.” 

 

1. He’s built a wall of self-protection … 

 

… which is understandable given the 

pain he’s experienced. 

 

2. He’s trusted that which is unworthy of his 
ultimate trust … 

 

… which in this case is his money. 

 

3. And, finally, he’s shut out the light of the 
Spirit … 

 

 … which reveals the truth of the first 

two factors. 
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So Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in 

darkness, doing what men and women 

in darkness do, which is to continue 

wounding themselves and anyone else 

who crosses their path. 

 

But lest we be too hard on him, the same 

exact pattern that created his warped 

identity also creates ours, for you and I 

act and react in the same way to the pain 

and injustice that comes into our lives. 

 

1. To avoid being hurt again, we, too, put 

up walls of self-protection.  

 

We say … 

 

 “I’m not putting myself out there 

anymore.” 

 “I’m not taking any more risks.” 

 “I’m not letting anyone know the 
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real me.” 

 “I’m not getting close to anyone – 

including God. After all He’s 

supposed to be in charge of all this 

mess and look what happened to 

me.” 

 “Love? Humbug.” 

 

2. To find our strength, we, too, foolishly 

trust in things that are ultimately 

untrustworthy – which is anything 

other than God.  

 

 Maybe it’s money and 

possessions, like Scrooge.  

 Or maybe it’s drugs; maybe it’s 

alcohol.  

 Maybe it’s education; maybe it’s 

power.  

 Maybe it’s being liked by 

everyone 
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 Or being able to manipulate and 

control everyone. 

 

We tell ourselves, “if only I could get 

enough of THAT, then I’d be strong 

enough – or, at least, comforted, and 

numbed to the pain.” 

 

3. And then, whenever the light comes on 

about those first two behaviors, our 

natural inclination is to snuff it out. 

 

And when we do that – when we 

suppress the truth about ourselves 

and why we do what we do – we walk 

in darkness. 

 

Do you see this pattern in yourself?  

 

I see it me. And I see it in our culture as 

well as in the people I’m around every 
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day. It’s the human condition. 

 

 It’s why Scrooge was a “scrooge” 

– a “squeezing, wrenching, 

grasping, scraping, clutching, 

covetous old sinner” (which is 

how Dickens defines the word 

“scrooge” in his story) 

 

 It’s why you are who you are. 

 

 And why I am who I am. 

 

By the way, you might be interested to 

know that the Bible has a word to 

describe this pattern. The word is “sin” 

which literally means “missing the 

mark.” 

 

So, when we follow this pattern – and 

we do – we miss the mark of what God 
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intended for our lives.  

 

And like Ebenezer Scrooge, we become 

warped men and women with 

disordered loves (loving the wrong 

things) and disordered lives (doing the 

wrong things) who keep on wounding 

themselves and everyone else around 

them. 

 

And we don’t really like to think about 

that or be told about it, even when it 

comes from the Spirit. 

 

As one of Jesus’ closest friends once put it: 

 

All who do evil (which is all 
of us at some level) hate 

the light and refuse to go 

near it for fear their sins 
will be exposed.  John 

3:20 (NLT) 
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Now & Future Scrooge 

 

So this is what’s been happening in 

Scrooge’s life to this point.  He’s been … 

 

 Building a wall of self-protection 

 

 Putting his trust in that which is 

ultimately untrustworthy (which is 

the sin of idolatry). 

 

 And snuffing out the light of the 

Spirit. 

 

It explains why he is the way he is but it 

doesn’t excuse it, which is the point of 

the visit from the second spirit: The 

Ghost of Christmas Present … who leads 

Scrooge into the shadows of what will 
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happen the very next day – Christmas 

Day …  

 

… including at the home of his 

underpaid and overworked clerk, Bob 

Cratchit.  

 

As Scrooge and the spirit discuss the 

condition of Cratchit’s son, Tim, pay 

close attention to the nature of what 

Scrooge hears from the Ghost and then 

from Bob – the person who has more 

reason to despise him than anyone else. 

It’s fascinating.  

 

Here we go. 

 

Video Clip – 05 A RELUCTANT TOAST (1.6 min) 

(Begin) Scrooge: “Is there no chance 

that boy will be spared?” 

(End) Wife: “Long life to him, Merry 
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Christmas, Happy New Year.” 

 

Now, that’s what I call enthusiasm.  

 

But here’s what I wanted you to see.  

 

What Scrooge hears from the Ghost of 
Christmas Present is unvarnished truth. 

 

“In the sight of Heaven,” he says, “it 

may be that you are more worthless and 

less fit to live than millions like this 

poor man’s child. If you were a real 

man, you’d do something about this 

child and his family.” 

 

And that’s totally true. In spite of the 

fact that Scrooge is “scrooge” because 

he has been victimized (and then made 

things worse by his own foolishness), it 

does not excuse his attitude or his 
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actions. He’s guilty of becoming part of 

what’s wrong with the world. He 

himself has become a victimizer. 

 

And just when that truth smacks him 

upside the head, he hears Bob say the 

most shockingly kind thing: “A toast to 

the founder of the feast! To the man who 

has allowed me to earn the money that 

pays for this meal” – a statement which 

his wife clearly does not appreciate.  

 

So, on the one hand, what Scrooge hears 

from the Ghost of Christmas Present is 

unvarnished truth … 

  

But what he hears from Bob is unimaginable 
grace.  

 

It doesn’t make sense. Bob is treating 

him infinitely better than he deserves 
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(which is what “grace” is) which is why 

his wife is so uncomfortable.  

 

By the way, this radical combination of 

truth and grace also happens to be one 

of the defining characteristics of Jesus. 

 

Again, from Jesus’ closest friend, John: 

 

The Word became flesh and 

made his dwelling among 

us ... 
 

… which is referring to God becoming 

one of us in the person of Jesus.  

 
We have seen his glory, the 

glory of the one and only 

Son, who came from the 
Father … 

 

… and here’s what’s glorious – he was … 
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… full of grace and truth.
 John 1:14 (NIV) 

 

Point being that when the real Spirit of 

God shows up in your life, He’ll confront 

you with the unvarnished truth about 

yourself but He’ll also surprise you with 

unimaginable grace. 

 

I’ll say more about that in a bit but let’s 

move on because, now, it’s time for 

Scrooge to meet the last of his 

supernatural visitors, the most 

terrifying of them all. 

 

Fast forward several years to the 

shadows of another Christmas, and it’s 

clear to Scrooge that someone has died. 

 

“But who is it?” he wonders. 
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All he knows is that … 

 

 The man is mocked in the streets 

 His death is celebrated by his 

debtors  

 And his belongings are shamelessly 

pilfered and sold, including the 

very clothes on his body as it lay in 

his bed. 

 

But, as the Ghost of Christmas Yet-to-

Come leads Scrooge to the man’s grave, 

it begins to dawn on him who it must be. 

 

Let’s watch. 

 

Video Clip – 06 BODY OF DEATH (1.6 min) 

(Begin) Scrooge: “Am I the man that lay 

upon that bed?” 

(End) Scrooge falling through the grave 
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Scary! But terribly sad, too. 

 

“O let me wash away the writing on this 

tombstone!” Scrooge begs. For the 

message of the Ghost of Christmas 

Future is that the books of his life have 

been balanced and every item has been 

found dead against him. 

 

In other words, Scrooge’s past may 

explain the way he is but it doesn’t 

excuse the way he is nor does it exempt 

him from facing the consequences – 

literally – as he comes face-to-face with 

his own corpse. 

 

And there’s not one thing he can do 

about it. He can plead and he can 

promise but he can’t wash away his sins. 

 

His condition is vividly reminiscent of what 
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the Apostle Paul once wrote about the 
spiritual condition of the whole human race 
(including you and me): 

 

You were dead, doomed 

forever because of your 

many sins.  Ephesians 2:1 

(NLT) 
 

 Our past may explain the way we 

are  

 But it doesn’t excuse the way we are  

 Nor does it exempt us from facing 

the consequences. 

 

The Lord Helps 

 

But there is hope for Scrooge and, more 

importantly, for us because our lives 

aren’t just some made-up story written 

in a book. 
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And there’s a clue of where it will come 

from; a clue that’s been right in front of 

us all along, embedded in the very name 

Ebenezer, which, as it turns out, is also 

a biblical name with a very special 

meaning. 

 

In the Old Testament, there’s a story 

about how the nation of Israel 

miraculously defeated a better equipped 

and larger army that kept attacking 

them. 

 

And at the end of the story, we read that … 

 

Samuel then took a large 

stone and placed it between 

the towns of Mizpah and 
Jeshanah. He named it 

Ebenezer (which means 

“the stone of help”), for he 
said, “Up to this point the 
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Lord has helped us!” 
 1 Samuel 7:12 (NLT) 

 

Ebenezer is a name of a stone that 

reminds us that “the Lord helps.” 

 

And Ebenezer Scrooge means “the Lord 

helps the squeezing, wrenching, 

grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous 

old sinners of this world” which, in one 

way or another, is all of us. 

 

So how does the Lord help? 

 

Through unimaginable grace: shockingly 

kind treatment from Him in spite of the 

fact that we do not deserve it. 

 

And what’s amazing about this movie – 

this story – is how it so vividly 

illustrates what the grace of God looks 
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like in three particular scenes. 

 

The first happens at the beginning of the 

story, when Scrooge is visited by the 

ghost of his partner, Jacob Marley. As 

we watch, listen to how Marley explains 

the reason for his visit. 

 

Here we go. 

 

Video Clip – 07 HELP FROM A FRIEND (1.2 min) 

(Begin) Scrooge: “Jacob, I don’t 

understand why you’re suffering.” 

(End) Marley: “Without their visits, you 

have no hope of escaping your fate.” 

 

Marley says that Scrooge has a chance 

simply because he, Marley, asked for it 

…  

 

… meaning that the visitation from the 
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spirits and Scrooge’s opportunity to 

escape impending doom has nothing at 

all to do with his worthiness. In fact, 

Scrooge is so far gone – so callous and 

cold – that he doesn’t even want their 

help, though it’s the only hope he has. 

 

But in spite of Scrooge’s skepticism and 

hard-heartedness, Marley and the three 

spirits are shockingly kind to him and 

willing to do what is necessary to get his 

attention …  

 

… which Jesus once said is also true of 
God’s Spirit ... 

 

“When he [the Holy Spirit] 
comes, he will convince the 

world of its sin, and of 

God’s righteousness, and of 
the coming judgment.”       

        John 16:8 (NLT) 
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In other words, the Holy Spirit could 

literally say to you and me, as Marley 

said to Scrooge ...  

 

 “I have sat invisible beside you 

many a day trying to reach you ... 

 “Trying to show you your sin … 

 “Trying to warn you that God is 

holy and judgement is coming ... 

 “Because it is not desirable that you 

meet with eternal death and 

destruction.” 

 

That sounds harsh and intolerant to our 

modern ears but … 

 

The grace of God is His Spirit confronting us 
with truth even when we don’t want to hear 
it. 

 

And for some of us this morning, that is 
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exactly what the Holy Spirit is doing 

through this message. 

 

I encourage you: don’t blow off the 

Spirit’s words as a humbug or try to 

silence them. Listen to what He is 

telling you about your sin, your value to 

God and your way of escape.  

 

---------- 

 

Another great and even more obvious 

example of grace is what happens to 

Scrooge immediately after he sees the 

shadow of his own death and falls into 

the grave on top of his own corpse.  

 

This next clip picks up where we left 

him – falling into the abyss. 

 

Check it out. 
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Video Clip – 08 SURPRISE DELIVERANCE (1.5 

min) 

(Begin) Scrooge falling through the 

grave 

(End) Scrooge: “I don’t know anything!” 

<SLIDE SET 6> 

 

“I don’t know anything” – that was 

probably the smartest thing Scrooge 

ever said in his life! 

 

What he was really saying was, “It’s 

beyond me to understand why, I, of all 

people, would be here alive. I certainly 

am not worthy of it.” 

 

And he totally wasn’t.  

 

In spite of the fact that he solemnly 

declared to the Ghost of Christmas 
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Future, “I am not the man I was” and 

earnestly promised “I will keep the 

spirit of Christmas in my heart” … he 

had done absolutely nothing to back up 

either of those claims. 

 

Furthermore, there was no way he had 

enough time left on earth to atone for 

his many sins, to right all of the wrongs, 

even if such a thing were possible 

(which it isn’t). 

 

What Scrooge deserved was to continue 

the free fall throughout eternity that 

began in that graveyard.  

 

Yet what he received was deliverance 

and salvation; a shockingly kind gift 

that was simply given to him with no 

preconditions. 
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And that’s what the unimaginable grace 

of God does for us, too. 

 

The grace of God is Jesus offering us the 
free gift of salvation with no strings 
attached. 

 

As the Apostle Paul once put it … 

 

The wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ 

Jesus our Lord.   

 Romans 6:23 (NLT) 
 

Scrooge wanted to “wash away the 

writing on [his] stone” – meaning that 

he wanted to undo all the wrong he had 

done and, thus, change his fate.  

 

 But there is only One who can do 

that 

 Only One who can “wash away” our 
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spiritual stain 

 Only One who can atone  

 Only One who can pay our debt of 

sin. 

 

Jesus of Nazareth, who died as our 

substitute on a Roman cross and then 

rose from the grave on the third day 

afterwards.  

 

Apart from Him, there is only judgment 

and punishment. Apart from Him, we 

only get what we deserve. 

 

But with Him there is “yet a chance to 

escape our terrible fate” because with 

Jesus, there is unimaginable grace: 

getting exactly the opposite of what we 

deserve. 

 

He takes our place so that we can 
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receive the free gift of forgiveness, 

acceptance, belonging, and lovei with no 

strings attached. 

 

---------------- 

 

… which is what we see in the third and 

final example of grace so vividly 

portrayed in this story. 

 

It’s Christmas Day and Scrooge is a new 

man.  

 

 He’s anonymously provided a far 

better feast for the Cratchit family. 

 He’s made a sizable donation to 

benefit the poor and needy in his 

community. 

 He’s even gone to church to worship 

the reason for the season – Jesus. 
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And, now, it’s evening and Scrooge is 

drawn to the home of his nephew, Fred 

and his wife, both of whom he has 

treated so poorly for so many years. 

 

Let’s watch. 

 

Video Clip – 09 NO CONDEMNATION (1.2 min) 

(Begin) Scrooge opens door into dining 

room 

(End) Applause 

 

I just love that scene because Scrooge is 

not quite sure of the reception he’ll 

receive. No doubt he expects at least a 

little bit of shame to be heaped on him 

because, after all, that is what he 

deserves. 

 

But, once again, that is not what he 

receives …  
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… which reminds me of what Jesus once 

said: that there is rejoicing among the 

angels (not condemnation) whenever 

sinners turn to God; whenever we 

change our mind about God and about 

ourselves (which is what “repentance” 

is). 

 

It also reminds me of what Paul once wrote, 
that … 

 

There is no condemnation 

for those who belong to 

Christ Jesus.  
 

And because you belong to 

him, the power of the life-
giving Spirit has freed you 

from the power of sin that 

leads to death. 
 Romans 8:1-2 (NLT) 
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In other words, the unimaginable grace of 
God brings freedom from condemnation and 
power to live a new life. 

 

… which is exactly what happens as the 

story comes to an end.  

 

Scrooge lives a new life. He is changed – 

dramatically – because of grace, 

because the Lord who is Spirit helps. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Of course, the question is – as always – 

so what? What does this mean for you 

and for me? 

 

And I ask that question knowing that 

some of us are believers in Jesus and 

some are not. 
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So, if you’re a believer, let me put it this 

way: are you living out of that freedom 

and power? 

 

Or are you … 

 

 Still building walls of self-

protection out of fear of something 

that happened to you in the past? 

 

 Still trusting in something other 

than God to bring you comfort and 

strength? 

 

If you are, I invite you today to simply 

admit that to God and remember that 

those sins are already forgiven. There is 

no condemnation.  

 

But God wants more for you than for you 

just to be forgiven. He wants you to 
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experience life in all of its fullness. So, 

my invitation to you today is to think 

differently about your life and about 

Him and to live in faith that He is good 

and He will protect and provide and 

empower you. 

 

If you’re not a believer in Jesus, I hope 

what we’ve talked about today helps you 

understand a little more about the 

shockingly kind God who helps the 

“scrooges” of this world … 

 

 Through His Spirit who confronts 

us with truth even when we don’t 

want it. 

 

 Through Jesus who offers us the 

free gift of salvation with no strings 

attached. 
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 And who grants freedom from 

condemnation and the power to live 

a new life. 

 

I hope you understand that you don’t 

have to be perfect to come to Him 

because perfect people don’t need grace.  

 

Instead, what you have to be is broken – 

like Scrooge – and simply willing to take 

the next step of faith. 

 

For some of you, that step is the big one: 

opening your heart to Jesus and saying 

“come in and be my savior. I believe in 

you and what you did for me.” 

 

For others who are not yet ready to say 

“yes” to Jesus at that level, that step 

might be to join up with this group of 

messed-up, wounded people – Scrooges 



44 
 

 

all – who are trying to know Jesus and 

follow Him better.  

 

That’s what church really is. And even if 

you don’t yet believe you can still be 

part of us. 

 

Whatever the next step is … you know 

because the Holy Spirit is telling you 

right now. 

 

So, let’s pray to that end. 

 

Feature – Into Faith I Go  

 

CLOSING COMMENTS  

 

1. Next week – Elf … and BAPTISM for 

those who have said yes. 

 

2. Christmas Eve services 3pm & 
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4:30pm 

 

3. Blessing 

 

Endnotes 

i  http://www.wayofgracechurch.com/sermons/sermon/2015-12-

13/twas-the-night-before-christmas-acts-17:22-31 
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