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Pastor Wendy’s Reflection 

 

 

Mark 8.33-38 

  

We see things from 

 Our desires and preferences, opinions and me-centered agendas 

 Eyes that are not spiritually trained and Christ-centered (eyes trained by self and the world) 

 Consumed by human thoughts.  Everyone wants our thoughts.  

 

What do we see? 

How do we view the world? 

 

Colossians 2.6-8 

“Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now 

being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of 

men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.”  

(Colossians 2:6–8, NASB95) 

Where are you currently struggling with “walking in Him”? 

 

Two Keys to keep God’s Interests in your life. 

1. Die to sin and self - Colossians 3.5-13 

 

 

2. Know who we live for and how.   Live for Christ by faith.  

““I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” 

 (Galatians 2:20, NASB95) 

Where have you ignored God’s Interests? 

 

Where have you surrendered, or God’s interests have been revealed?   

 

What were the benefits/outcome? 

 

 



Extras--- Sabbatical Reflections | The Interests of God 

August 13-14, 2022 |   Pastors Nate and Wendy Elarton, Compelled Church 

  

Mark 8.33-38 

“But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting 

your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”” (Mark 8:33, NASB95)  

And He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 

himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

My sake and the gospel’s will save it. “For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? “For 

what will a man give in exchange for his soul? “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”” 

(Mark 8:33–38, NASB9) 

God has interests. God has plans.  God has purposes.  A challenging thing for us is to line up our hearts and lives to God 

plans, and purposes.  IN Mark 8 we have the account of Peter rebuking Jesus. That Pete, man, sometimes he is just 

impulsive.  The Father just has shone Peter that Jesus is the Christ, the Savior of the world. Jesus then told them that he 

would have to die, be rejected, be killed and then he would rise again. This is the plan of God.  Pete pulls him aside and 

rebukes.  Peter scolds God.  He tells Jesus to stop, be quiet, and tries to correct him because Peter doesn’t like the plan 

of Jesus, doesn’t want to believe it, or is in denial because of the personal pain it would cause him.  Jesus then makes 

some powerful statements. He says, 

“But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting 

your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”” (Mark 8:33, NASB95)  

Peter had his interests on himself, his own agenda, how he would like things to go.  Jesus tell him that he is not thinking 

about God’s interests but His own. 

 Peter did not want to be in pain of missing Jesus. 

 Peter did not want Jesus to die, if they kill Jesus would they kill him too? 

 Peter thought his ways were better than God ways. 

 The interests, purposes and plan of God is so much better than our own. 

 I am glad Peter did not get his way, that Jesus went to the cross and rose.  Now we can be saved and know 
Christ. 

 Peter was not rejected for leadership but corrected.  People hate correction.  They usually leave the church, not 
Peter, he learned, stayed with Jesus, and grew. He wanted God’s interests more. 

 It must have been a very sobering moment of humility to Peter, but his being used by Satan was called out, and 
Peter never was used by Satan again. 

 Peter became a bold, apostle, with Kingdom authority.  Acts is full of the many ways Jesus used Peter by the 
Holy Spirit for Kingdom of God advancement. 

 
What a wonderful lesson, Pete once again, teaches us about ourselves. 

How are you like Peter in this instance. Be honest before the Lord?    

What are God’s purposes and plans in your life?  Do you want those more?  Will you take correction?  Are you 

teachable? 

The Key is Galatians 2.20.  Memorize this powerful truth of God’s Word. 

 ““I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 

flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” (Galatians 2:20, NASB95)  

 


