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Content: 

Key Verses: Psalm 23:1: "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want." 
Psalm 23:4: "Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me." 

Key Points with Explanation: 

1. The Lord as Shepherd: The opening verse establishes the Lord's role as the 
shepherd, indicating provision and guidance. 

2. Divisions of Psalm 23: The sermon suggests dividing Psalm 23 into two 
sections: 

• Section 1: Establishes the Lord as the shepherd and the believer as the 
recipient of His care and provision. 

• Section 2: Illustrates various aspects of the believer's journey under the 
shepherd's guidance. 

3. The Shepherd's Guidance: 

• Home: The shepherd provides essentials like food, water, and love, 
ensuring security, joy, peace, and rest. 

• School: Represents a phase of learning, where the believer's mind, will, 
and emotions are developed in alignment with God's will. 

• Life's Road: The believer is guided in paths of righteousness, 
accompanied by God's presence and correction. 

• The Valley: Even in challenging times, believers are reassured of God's 
protection and comfort. 

• Security: Believers find security in God's presence, free from enemies' 
threats. 

• Holy Spirit: Anointing symbolizes empowerment by the Holy Spirit, 
enabling believers to fulfill their calling. 

Discussion Points or Questions: 

1. How does the metaphor of a shepherd relate to our understanding of God's care 
and guidance in our lives? 

2. What practical steps can we take to ensure that we are allowing God to be our 
shepherd rather than trying to take control ourselves? 



3. How do you interpret the idea of God guiding us beside quiet waters? What might 
this represent in our spiritual lives? 

4. Reflecting on the shepherd's role in leading sheep through the valley, how can we 
apply this to our own experiences during challenging times? 

5. Discuss the significance of the shepherd's rod and staff in providing comfort and 
protection. How does this imagery resonate with our experiences of God's 
presence in difficult situations? 

Conclusion: 

The Psalm 23 sermon underscores the profound relationship between believers and 
their shepherd, God. It emphasizes the importance of trust and surrender in allowing 
God to guide our lives. By reflecting on the various aspects of the shepherd's care 
outlined in the psalm, we are encouraged to deepen our reliance on God and 
experience His provision and protection. 

Practical Exercise: 

Reflect individually or in groups on areas of your life where you may be trying to take 
control instead of trusting in God's guidance. Pray for the wisdom and strength to 
surrender those areas to Him. 

Application: 

Share examples from your own life or discuss instances where you have experienced 
God's provision and guidance, particularly during challenging times. Encourage one 
another to trust in God's faithfulness and seek His guidance in all aspects of life.  

Prayer and Encouragement: 

Close the discussion with a time of prayer, thanking God for His provision and guidance 
as our shepherd. Pray for each other's continued growth in trusting and following Him 
faithfully. Encourage one another to seek God's presence and guidance daily.  

 


