5-Day Devotional: We Can't Keep It to Ourselves

Day 1: Faithful in the Small Things

Reading: Acts 6:1-7

Devotional

Stephen was not chosen because he was famous. He was chosen because he was faithful. Before
God opened extraordinary doors for him, Stephen was willing to serve at an ordinary table.
Many believers spend their lives waiting for a significant assignment while neglecting the one

already in front of them. God does not measure faithfulness by the size of your platform. He
measures it by the posture of your heart. The servants at the wedding in Cana filled the waterpots
with nothing but water, yet they were the first to witness the miracle. Before God entrusts you
with a platform, He will first test your willingness to serve with a towel. Ask yourself today: Am
I faithful where I am planted, or am I waiting for a position that feels more worthy of my gifts?

Reflection Question: What ordinary responsibility has God placed in front of you that deserves
your full faithfulness today?

Practical Application: Identify one area of service in your church, home, or workplace where
you have been holding back. Commit this week to serving in that area with the same energy and
devotion you would give to a more visible role.

Day 2: Fixing Your Eyes on Jesus

Reading: Acts 7:54-56; Hebrews 12:1-3

Devotional

When the stones were about to fly, Stephen did not fix his eyes on the crowd. He gazed into

heaven. In that moment, two groups of people occupied the same room, yet they saw completely
different realities. The religious leaders saw a man about to be defeated. Stephen saw Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. The difference was not their circumstances. The difference was
their focus. Hebrews 12:2 calls believers to keep looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of
faith. The enemy will always fight for your attention because he knows that where you fix your
eyes shapes how you respond to life. Pressure, pain, and uncertainty will always compete for
your gaze. But the Holy Spirit empowers believers to see beyond the visible into the eternal. Like
Peter on the water, nothing changes about the storm when your eyes drift. Everything changes
about your courage when your eyes return to Christ.

Reflection Question: What situation in your life right now is demanding more of your attention
than Jesus is receiving?

Practical Application: Set aside ten minutes today in a quiet place. Write down the



circumstance that is consuming your focus. Then write down three specific truths about who
Jesus is in relation to that circumstance. Let those truths redirect your gaze from the problem to
the Promise-Keeper.

Day 3: Speaking Truth with Love
Reading: Acts 7:51-53; Ephesians 4:14-16
Devotional

Stephen's sermon before the Sanhedrin was not a comfortable message. He walked through
Israel's history and showed them a painful pattern: generation after generation had rejected the
very messengers God sent. He did not soften the truth to earn applause. He loved those leaders
enough to tell them what they needed to hear rather than what they wanted to hear. Yet even as
Stephen's words were bold, his heart remained tender. His final breath was spent asking God to
forgive the very people who were ending his life. This is the balance the Gospel demands. Truth
without love becomes a weapon. Love without truth becomes a compromise. Ephesians 4:15
calls believers to speak the truth in love so that the body of Christ can grow. Stephen embodied
both. He did not choose between honesty and compassion. He held them together because Jesus
holds them together. The world does not need a quieter church. It needs a faithful church willing
to speak the whole truth with the full love of Christ.

Reflection Question: Is there a conversation you have been avoiding because you are more
concerned with keeping the peace than with speaking the truth in love?

Practical Application: Pray specifically for one person in your life who needs to hear a difficult
but loving truth. Ask God to give you the right words, the right timing, and the right spirit before
you approach that conversation.

Day 4: Grace Under Pressure

Reading: Acts 7:59-60; Romans 8:28-30

Devotional

When the stones began to fall, the true condition of Stephen's heart was revealed. Pressure does

not create character. Pressure reveals character. What came out of Stephen in his most painful
moment was not bitterness, not rage, not resentment. What came out was Jesus. His final words
were a prayer of surrender and forgiveness that echoed the words Christ spoke from the cross.
Romans 8:29 reminds us that God's ultimate goal for every believer is not simply to get them to
heaven but to conform them into the image of His Son. Stephen's death was not a tragedy. It was
a testimony. It was evidence that the Holy Spirit had so thoroughly transformed his heart that
even suffering could not produce anything other than Christlikeness. Every believer will face
moments when life squeezes them. The question is not whether pressure will come. The question
is what will come out when it does.



Reflection Question: When life has recently put pressure on you, what came out? Did your
response reflect the character of Christ or the condition of your unaddressed wounds?

Practical Application: Identify a recent situation where your response under pressure did not
reflect the grace of Christ. Bring it honestly before God in prayer today. Ask Him to do the deep
work of transformation so that when pressure comes again, what flows out is forgiveness, peace,
and faith.

Day S: Your Faithfulness Is Never Wasted

Reading: Acts 8:1-4; 1 Corinthians 15:58

Devotional

Stephen never lived to see what God would do through Saul. He died not knowing that the young
man watching his execution would one day become the Apostle Paul, the most influential

missionary in the history of the early church. Stephen could not see the full story. He could only
be faithful to his part of it. This is the quiet courage that God calls every believer to walk in. You
may pray for a prodigal child for decades and not see them return until long after you are gone.
You may serve faithfully behind the scenes and wonder whether it matters. You may stand for
truth and never receive acknowledgment for it on this side of eternity. But 1 Corinthians 15:58
declares that your labor in the Lord is never in vain. God is always working beyond what you
can see. Stephen's witness did not end when his life did. For more than two thousand years, his
faithfulness has continued to preach. Your faithfulness has a reach you cannot fully measure.
Trust God with the harvest and remain faithful to the planting.

Reflection Question: Is there an area of faithful service where you have grown weary because
you cannot see the fruit? What would it look like to trust God with the outcome and remain
steadfast anyway?

Practical Application: Write a letter of encouragement to someone whose faithful service you
have witnessed but perhaps never acknowledged. Tell them specifically what their consistency
has meant to you and how it has pointed you toward Christ. Deliver it this week.

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord."
1 Corinthians 15:58



